Heb 10:39



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “However” plus the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “we” and refers to all Church Age believers who are positive to the teaching of doctrine and living the spiritual life God has provided for them.  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be, but also has the meaning “to belong to someone or something through association or genetic affiliation, meaning to be, belong used with the simple genitive following as in ‘those who belong to the Way’ Acts 9:2; and ‘I belong to Paul’ 1 Cor 1:12; 3:4; Rom 8:9; 2 Cor 10:7; 1 Tim 1:20; Acts 23:6.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which portrays the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  It presents the state of being as being what it is.


The active voice indicates that positive Church Age believers produce the action of belonging to someone/something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the possessive or associative genitive from the feminine singular noun HUPOSTOLĒ, which the cognate noun of the previous verb in verse 38, HUPOSTELLW = to withdraw, retreat; be timid about, keep silent about.  “This rare word is sometimes used in Attic Greek for ‘abstinence’ from certain foods in sickness, while in other places it means ‘reserve’ and in Josephus it means ‘furtiveness’ and ‘secrecy’.  It does not occur in either the LXX or Philo.  The only NT instance is at Heb 10:39.  It is to be interpreted within the tension with PISTIS, and the best rendering is ‘lack of steadfastness,’ ‘unreliabile’.”
  Another Lexicon says it means “the state of being timid: hesitancy, in contrast to those who are earnestly committed Heb 10:39.”
  The context is about believers who continue to advance in the spiritual life and do not retreat into reversionism and those who do not continue to advance.  Therefore, the translations of this word related to being abstinent, reserved, secretive, hesitant or timid all miss the point of the context.  We don’t have a noun in the singular in the English that describes someone who withdraws or retreats from battle other than the word “coward.”  Literally this says “we are not of the retreat” or “we are not of the withdraw.”  The meaning is that we don’t belong to those who retreat or withdraw from the spiritual life.  We are in contrast to those who shrink back from executing the spiritual life.


This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular noun APWLEIA, which means “resulting in destruction, annihilation, or ruin.”  The reversionistic, degenerate Christian completely ruins and destroys the spiritual life God has given them.  They do not suffer the same fate as the unbeliever in the lake of fire.  This does not teach that there is not a loss of salvation by believers.  It is teaching that there is a failure to live the spiritual life.

“However we do not belong with the unreliable resulting in destruction,”

 - is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the possessive/associative genitive from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “with the faith.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result (translated “resulting in”) from the feminine singular noun PERIPOIĒSIS, meaning “(1) keeping safe, preserving, saving Heb 10:39; (2) gaining, obtaining with the objective genitive following 1 Thes 5:9; 2 Thes 2:14; (3) that which is acquired, possessing, possession, property; a people that has become (God’s own) possession 1 Pet 2:9; until the release of His property Eph 1:14.”
  Finally, we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun PSUCHĒ, which means “of the soul.”  Since the destruction of the soul cannot and does not occur in the lake of fire or eternal state, this can only refer to something that happens on earth, while Satan is the ruler of the world.  Reversionism, apostasy, or Christian degeneracy is the destruction of the unbeliever’s and believer’s soul.  Therefore, the contrast here is the preserving of the positive believer’s soul.

“but with the faith resulting in the preserving of the soul.”

Heb 10:39 corrected translation
“But we do not belong with the unreliable resulting in destruction, but with the faith resulting in the preserving of the soul.”
Explanation:
1.  “But we do not belong with the unreliable resulting in destruction,”

a.  The writer concludes this section of the letter with a positive contrast between those who remain positive to doctrine by the execution of the spiritual life and the unbelievers as well as those believers who do not.


b.  This is similar to Paul’s contrast between the believer and unbeliever in 1 Thes 5:5, “For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”


c.  The subject “we” refers to all positive believers of the Church Age.  We do not belong to, have a relationship with, or are associated with those believers who are unstable, shipwrecked, drifting off course, enemies of the Cross, or haters of God.  Those believers are unreliable, in retreat, and under withdrawal from the spiritual life.


d.  We are to advance in the spiritual life by learning and applying doctrine on a daily basis.  Not all believers do this.


e.  Some believers start out positive to doctrine, but eventually become bored, distracted, tested, and gone from their former love of the word of God.  Other things are more important and more valuable to them.


f.  These believers shrink back, withdraw, retreat from the teachings of the word of God, and therefore, are unreliable in the execution of their spiritual life.


g.  The result of their unreliability and withdrawal from the spiritual life God the Holy Spirit has provided for them is the ruin and destruction of their spiritual life.


h.  Degenerate Christians ruin and destroy their spiritual life; they do not ruin and destroy their eternal life.  Their eternal life is secure in heaven in Christ.


i.  The degenerate Christian lives a life of self-destruction, self-annihilation, or self-ruin.  He or she needs no help from others.  They are constantly doing wrong things, making wrong decisions, making bad choices, and suffering with the consequences.


j.  Positive believers do not have anything in common with negative believers, because negative believers are really not much different from unbelievers.  The negative believer has returned to their former lifestyle and thinking in the cosmic system.


k.  Because we have little in common with the degenerate believer, we are told not to associate with them:



(1)  Rom 12:16, “Be thinking the same thing toward each other.  Stop thinking in terms of arrogance, but associate with humble people.  Stop being wise in your own estimation.”



(2)  1 Cor 5:11, “But as a matter of fact I wrote to you to not associate with [anyone], if any so-called brother should be one who practices sexual degeneracy or someone who is covetous or an idolater or someone who reviles others or a drunkard or someone who is criminally greedy, not even to eat with such a person.”



(3)  2 Thes 3:14, “Furthermore, if anyone does not obey our command through this letter, make a note to yourself concerning this one not to associate with him in order that he might be made ashamed.”


l.  When you associate with those in degeneracy, you become degenerate.  You will never bring them up to your higher standards, they will always bring you down to their lower standards because of the function of the sin nature.  This is the principle of 1 Cor 15:33, “Stop being deceived: ‘evil associations destroy good habits’.”


m.  The destruction of the Christian degenerate is described in:



(1)  Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ,

whose termination [of life] is destruction, whose god [is] his emotions; that is, whose fame [recognition, honor, prestige] [is] in the sphere of their shame [disgrace, dishonor], who keep thinking about earthly things.”



(2)  2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”



(3)  1 Cor 5:5, “deliver over such a person to Satan for the purpose of the destruction of the flesh, in order that his spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord.”



(4)  Gal 6:8, “For he who sows because of his own flesh [the Old Sin Nature] will reap destruction from the flesh [the Old Sin Nature].  But he who sows because of the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.”



(5)  1 Jn 5:16b, “There is a state of sin leading to [physical] death.”  This state of sinfulness is the status of perpetual carnality without using the recovery procedure of the spiritual life (1 Jn 1:9).

2.  “but with the faith resulting in the preserving of the soul.”

a.  Instead we are associated with or related to the faith, trust, and confidence in God that remains positive to what is believed or the word of God.


b.  The result of perpetual positive volition is the preserving of the soul.



(1)  The soul is never destroyed in eternity for either the believer or unbeliever.



(2)  There is no such thing as the annihilation of the soul.  The soul lives forever with perfect self-consciousness, mentality, and self-direction.



(3)  This is necessary so that those who believe in Christ can fully appreciate all that God does for them and so that those who don’t believe in Christ can fully appreciate the result of their decision to reject the love of God.



(4)  The unbeliever ruins their own soul through their constant negative volition to the offer of eternal salvation:




(a)  Rom 1:21, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor Him as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart [the right lobe of the soul] received darkness.”




(b)  Rom 2:5, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart, you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath, even of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God.”



(5)  The believer’s soul can be ruined by their own bad decisions, producing blackout of the soul, scar tissue of the soul, and the degeneracy of the soul.



(6)  Negative volition ruins the soul of the unbeliever and the formerly positive believer.


c.  The moment a person believes in Christ, their soul is saved and preserved by the Living word of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, Ps 86:2, “Preserve my soul, for I am a godly man; O You my God, save Your servant who trusts in You.”


d.  The soul of the believer is saved, delivered, and preserved in this temporary life in Satan’s cosmic system by our faith, confidence, and trust in the written word of God.


e.  Even though our soul is saved eternally the moment we believe in Christ, it still comes under constant attack from the evil forces of the cosmic system, Eph 6:11-12, “Put on the full armor from God in order that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies produced by the devil, because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”


f.  Therefore, God preserves the soul of the believer eternally by keeping His promise to the believer, while the believer preserves his soul during his life on earth by continuing to grow in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.


g.  Our faith, trust, and confidence in Bible doctrine, the written word of God, preserves our soul until the end of our life.  Do you remember the argument of Heb 3:14ff?  “For we have become partners in association with Christ, as surely as we hold fast the original commitment as firm until the end, while it is being said, ‘Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as in the rebellion.’  Heb 3:16, “For who was disobedient after they had heard?  [Were they] not certainly all those who came out of Egypt through the agency of Moses?  And with whom was He extremely angry for forty years?  [Was it] not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the desert?  And to whom did He make a solemn oath that they would not enter His place of rest, except to those who were disobedient?  And so we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.  Therefore, let us be afraid, while the promise to enter into His place of rest remains in effect, lest any one from you may be recognized as missing out.  For we certainly have received the proclamation of good news, just as those [believers] also; but the teaching of the message did not profit them, because they were not united with those who heard by means of faith.  …(11-12), “Therefore let us make every effort to enter into that place of rest, in order that no one might be ruined by means of the same example of disobedience.  For the word of God [is] living and effective and sharper than any doubled-edged sword and penetrating as far as the division of the soul and the spirit, of both the joints and the marrow, and able to judge the reflections and thoughts produced by the heart.”
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