Heb 10:38



- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But,” which sets up a contrast between the coming of the Lord and the spiritual status of the believer who waits for His coming.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective DIKAIOS, used as a substantive, and meaning “the righteous one,” which refers to the Church Age believer.  With this we also have the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “faith” and referring to both the active and passive meanings of the word.  The believer lives the spiritual life by the learning, believing, and applying that which he or she believes from the teaching of the word of God.  Therefore, in the active sense, the believer lives the spiritual life by believing the doctrine which is taught.  In the passive sense, the believer lives the spiritual life by applying to the circumstances of life what they have believed.  The ablative of means is translated “by means of faith.”  This is followed by the third person singular future middle indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live” and refers to living the spiritual life God has provided for us.


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what would take place in the future at the time this was spoken.


The middle voice indicates that the believer has the personal responsibility and is intimately involved in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“But My righteous one shall live by faith;”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” and it may or may not happen.  Then we have the third person singular aorist middle subjunctive from the verb HUPOSTELLW, which is used in Gal 2:12 with the sense to withdraw from others “For prior to certain men coming from James, he [Peter] used to eat with the Gentiles.  But when they came, he began to withdraw and separate himself, fearing those out from the circumcision [the Jews from Jerusalem].”  It is used twice by Luke with the meaning “to avoid, be timid about, keep silent about saying something,” Acts 20:20, 27, “how I did not shrink from/avoid/be timid about declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,” and “For I did not shrink from/avoid/was not timid about declaring to you the whole purpose of God.”  The metaphorical expression ‘to shrink from doing something’ is rarely used anymore in modern English.  But the expression “to avoid” saying something does not really fit the context here.  The only way in which this sense could be used here is with the idea of one who is so afraid to say something that they will not tell others what they believe.  It is used “of those who from timidity hesitate to avow what they believe; to be unwilling to utter from fear.”
  Greek military historians use this word for the concept of a military retreat; hence, it would refer to the spiritual status of Christian degeneracy or reversionism in our context.  In this sense the believer throws away his confidence in God and God’s word by withdrawing or retreating from the spiritual life he has been living.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a hypothetical or potential fact.


The middle voice is an indirect or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of the believer in retreating or withdrawing in the spiritual life.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used with the third class conditional particle EAN to indicate the possibility of this happening.

“and if he retreats,”

 - is the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EUDOKEW, which means “to take pleasure or find satisfaction in something: to be well pleased, take delight with or in someone Mt 3:17; 17:5; Mk 1:11; Lk 3:22; 1 Cor 10:5; Heb 10:38; 2 Pet 1:17.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what would be occurring at the time that this believer retreats from executing the spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of God’s attitude toward the reversionistic Christian.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ with the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My soul.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the dative of disadvantage or dative of reference from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with him” and referring to the reversionistic believer.

“My soul is not pleased with him.”

Heb 10:38 corrected translation
“But My righteous one shall live by faith; and if he retreats, My soul is not pleased with him.”
Explanation:
1.  “But My righteous one shall live by faith;”

a.  The writer continues by quoting from the LXX, but with two changes.  He reverses the two halves of the sentence, and places the personal pronoun “My” with the word faith instead of the word righteous.  The LXX says, “And if he retreats/withdraws, My soul is not pleased with him, but the righteous one shall live by My faith.”  The Hebrew says, “Behold, as for the proud one, His soul is not right within him; but the righteous will live by his faith.”


b.  We have an obvious case of the writer being inspired by the Holy Spirit to make the necessary changes, so that God’s accurate thought is communicated to the Church.  Paul quoted this same passage twice:



(1)  Rom 1:17, “For the righteousness of God is being revealed by means of it [the gospel] because of faith in doctrine, just as it stands written, ‘But the righteous person because of faith shall live’.”  Paul’s emphasis is on the faith necessary for the salvation of the unbeliever, while the writer of Hebrews emphasizes the faith/doctrine of the person who is already a believer.



(2)  Gal 3:11, “But [my previous statement] ‘by the Law no one is declared righteous before God’ is clear because ‘The righteous person because of faith shall live.’”


c.  The “righteous one” refers to the Church Age believer.  He or she is the one who belongs to the Lord Jesus Christ as His sheep.  The Lord’s believer in the Church Age shall live by means of faith/doctrine.


d.  The word “living” here refers to the spiritual life that the Church Age believer is required to live.


e.  The means by which this spiritual life is lived is two sides of the same coin:



(1)  We live the spiritual life based upon our faith, trust, or confidence in God.



(2)  We live our spiritual life based upon the doctrine in our soul.


f.  We must live the spiritual life based upon our faith in God.



(1)  We begin the spiritual life by placing our faith in Christ for eternal salvation.



(2)  We live every day trusting in the logistical grace provision of God.



(3)  We begin dying with absolute confidence in our life after death.



(4)  We live our entire spiritual life trusting in the faithfulness of God to keep the promises He has made to us of forgiveness of sins, a resurrection body, life after death, and rewards and blessings for those who obey Him.



(5)  Our entire spiritual life is a life of faith, trust, and confidence in the person and promises of God.


g.  We must also live our spiritual life by means of the Bible doctrine resident in our souls.



(1)  The principle is: we live what we believe.  Your true life is what you think, say, and do based upon what you believe.



(2)  The spiritual life is a life of learning what God wants and doing it.



(3)  The spiritual life of the Church Age believer is lived by means of the Bible doctrine he or she learns, believes, and applies to life.



(4)  We only obey those things we believe to be true.  Even when we are deceived, we are obeying and doing those things we believe to be true.  When we deceive ourselves, we are listening to and believing what we tell ourselves is true or what we want to be true, whether it is or not.



(5)  Actions follow beliefs.  Beliefs come from that in which we place our faith, trust, and confidence.



(6)  The word of God is so critical to our lives that without the word of God in our souls we cannot live the spiritual life by means of faith, trust, or confidence in God.  We have nothing in which to place that faith, trust, or confidence.



(7)  The spiritual life of the post Canon period of the Church Age is unique in that this is the only period of human history where God proves to Satan that a creature will have faith, trust, and confidence in Him with only God’s written word as the basis for that faith.  There are no spectacular spiritual gifts, no miracles by prophets, no Theophanies or Christophanies, or any other extraordinary revelation of God.  All we have is the word of God in which to put our faith, trust, and confidence.  The post Canon period of the Church Age duplicates the conditions under which the elect angels made their decision to put their faith, trust, and confidence in God.  They had God’s word in spoken form, just as the Church Age believer has the word of God in written form.



(8)  The writer will use the next chapter to illustrate with Old Testament believers the importance of living one’s spiritual life based upon Bible doctrine in the soul, which produces faith, trust, and confidence in God.

2.  “and if he retreats,”

a.  The writer continues with a description of the believer who does not live the spiritual life based upon the written word of God in his or her soul.  He retreats from living the spiritual life God has provided.


b.  The believer who does not live the spiritual life by means of the active faith of trust and confidence in God which comes from the passive faith of Bible doctrine in the soul retreats or withdraws from the spiritual life back into the lifestyle of the unbeliever.  He or she returns to the kingdom of darkness; that is, the cosmic system of Satan.


c.  When we believed in Christ we stepped out of the darkness of Satan’s system of thinking into the marvelous light of the truth of the word of God.



(1)  The life of the unbeliever in Satan’s system of darkness is described in Rom 1:21, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor Him as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart [the right lobe of the soul] received darkness.”



(2)  The contrast between the life in darkness and the life in the light is described in Rom 13:12-13, “The night is far gone, and the day [the millennial reign of Christ] is approaching.  Therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light.  Let us walk in an appropriate manner as in the daytime [the spiritual life], not in gluttonous feast and drinking parties, not in sexual lasciviousness and licentiousness, not in strife and jealousies.”



(3)  The unbeliever is described as darkness in comparison to the believer, who is described as light, 2 Cor 6:14, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?”



(4)  Eph 5:8-11, “For you were once in darkness [the state of spiritual death], but now [you are] light in the Lord.  Continue walking as children of light, (for the production of the light [is] in conformity with all goodness and righteousness and truth), finding out, being convinced of, regarding as worthwhile, and approving what is pleasing to the Lord.  Furthermore, stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness [the cosmic system], but instead even expose [them].”



(5)  Eph 6:12, “because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”



(6)  Col 1:13, “Who [God the Father] has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.”



(7)  1 Thes 5:4-5, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”



(8)  1 Pet 2:9, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”


d.  If we, who have been called from darkness into His wonderful light, retreat or withdraw back into the belief system of darkness, then the Lord will certainly not be pleased with us.



(1)  1 Cor 10:5-6, “But God was not well-pleased with most of them [the Exodus generation of believers]; for their dead bodies were strewn throughout the desert.  Now these things happened as examples for us, that we might not be desirous of evil things, as that [group of believers] also desired.”



(2)  Thus we are commanded to hold our ground in the spiritual life and not withdraw or retreat back into the cosmic system of Satan.




(a)  Eph 6:11-17, “Put on the full armor from God in order that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies produced by the devil, because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.  Therefore, take up the full armor from God, in order that you may be able to stand your ground during the evil day, and after having done everything, to hold your ground.  Therefore, hold your ground, after you have put your combat belt around your waist with truth, and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness, and after you have put combat boots on your feet with readiness from the gospel of peace [reconciliation], along with everything else, after having taken up the shield of faith [the use of the faith-rest drill], by means of which shield you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one; and grasp the helmet of deliverance and the sword from the Spirit, which is the word of God.”



(b)  Jam 4:7, “Therefore, submit yourselves to God, but stand your ground against the devil, and then he will flee from you.”



(c)  1 Pet 5:8-9, “Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.  Against whom, you must stand your ground, firm ones because of your doctrine, knowing the same kind of sufferings are being laid upon your fellowship in the world.”



(d)  Eph 4:17-24, “Therefore I direct this and I insist because of the Lord that you no longer walk as the Gentiles walk in the futility [emptiness, purposelessness] of their thinking, having been darkened in their thinking, having been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the obstinacy of their heart, who, having become calloused, have given themselves over to licentiousness [self-abandonment] resulting in the practice of every kind of [sexual] immorality with insatiable lust.  But you did not learn Christ in this manner, inasmuch as you have learned about Him and you have been taught in Him (since the truth is in Jesus) to lay aside with respect to your former lifestyle the old man, which is corrupted on the basis of deceitful/pleasure lusts, but to be renewed by the Spirit in your thinking, and to put on the new man, who according to the standard of God has been created in true righteousness and holiness.”

3.  “My soul is not pleased with him.”

a.  The soul of the Lord refers to the immaterial essence of God’s thinking, which includes His self-consciousness, mentality, sovereignty, righteousness, justice, omniscience, veracity, and love.


b.  Specifically this refers to the human soul of our Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union.


c.  The object “him” refers to the reversionistic or degenerate Christian.  The Lord Jesus Christ is not pleased with his reversionism, his degeneracy, his retreat and withdrawal back into the thinking and lifestyle of the Satan’s cosmic system.


d.  There are other biblical descriptions of the Lord not being pleased with the believer in degeneracy or apostasy.  The degenerate believer in reversionism is described as:



(1)  “drifting off course from grace,” Gal 5:4.



(2)  “falling from grace,” Heb 12:15.



(3)  “having left his first love,” Rev 2:4.



(4)  “lukewarm,” Rev 3:15-16.

    

(5)  “shipwrecked,” 1 Tim 1:19.



(6)  “The enemy of the cross,” Phil 3:18.

  

(7)  “The enemy of God,” James 4:4.



(8)  “The hater of God,” Jn 15:23.



(9)  “Anti (against) Christ,” 1 Jn 2:18, 22.



(10)  “The disciple of the devil,” 1 Jn 3:8, 10.


e.  The warning against Christian degeneracy or retreating is found in 2 Jn 9-10, “Look out for yourselves, that you may not lose that which you have accomplished, but receive a full reward.  Everyone who keeps on going beyond the established bounds and does not continue in the sphere of the teaching about Christ does not have [fellowship with] God.  He who continues in the sphere of the teaching, this very one keeps on having [fellowship with] both the Father and the Son.”
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