Heb 10:37



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the adverb of time ETI, which is used “of time not yet come a little while longer Jn 7:33; 12:35; 13:33; 14:19; Heb 10:37; there are still four months before Jn 4:35.”
  It can be translated “a very, very.”  Then we have the adverbial accusative of measure (of extent of time) from the masculine singular adjective MIKROS, meaning “a short time, a little while Jn 13:33; 14:19; 16:16-19; Mt 26:73; Mk 14:70; Heb 10:37.”
  With this we also have the accusative masculine singular from the pronominal relative pronoun HOSOS, meaning “in regard to an extent of time ‘as long as’ Rom 7:1; 1 Cor 7:39; Gal 4:1; in a very little while Heb 10:37.”
  This pronoun is repeated for emphasis.

“For in a very, very little while longer,”

- is the nominative masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and substantivizes the participle, so that it can be translated either “the One who is coming” or “He who is coming” or “the Coming One.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which emphasizes a universal truth, a maxim, or commonly accepted fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, indicating that our Lord will produce the action of returning.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspects, but emphasizes the substantival idea.

Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb HĒKW, which means “to come, to make an appearance.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely occur.


The active voice indicates that “the Coming One” will produce the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“He who is coming will come,”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb CHRONIZW, which means “to extend a state or an activity beyond an expected time; to take time, linger, fail to come or stay away for a long time Mt 24:48; 25:5; Heb 10:37.”
  It means “to take one’s time in doing something” or “spend a long time in doing something.”  The Hebrew verb translated by CHRONIZW means “to delay.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely occur.


The active voice indicates that our Lord will produce the action of not failing to come.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and will not delay.”

Heb 10:37 corrected translation
“For in a very, very little while longer He who is coming will come, and will not delay.”
Explanation:
1.  “For in a very, very little while longer”

a.  The writer continues by explaining why we have need of perseverance.  We have need of perseverance because in a very, very short time the Lord is returning to reward those who are faithful in the execution of the spiritual life.


b.  The phrase “very, very little while longer” indicates so short a time that it is almost unnoticeable.


c.  The period of our human life on earth is infinitesimal, microscopic, and miniscule in comparison to eternity.  It is so short a period of time that it really cannot be compared.


d.  This short period of time has nothing to do with the period of time of the Church Age in comparison with the rest of human history, for the Church Age has already taken between 25-33% of the time of man’s existence on earth, which is certainly not the meaning nor intent of the phrase used here for a really short time.


e.  The very short time is the time we have to endure the tribulations, sufferings, hardships, and persecutions as believers on this earth until our Lord returns.


f.  The return of our Lord for the resurrection of the Church is so short that it is imminent.  It could happen at any moment.  The return of our Lord for His Second Advent is imminent plus a little less than seven years.  Therefore, both events are a very, very little while longer.

2.  “He who is coming will come,”

a.  The subject here is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the one who is coming.


b.  This is a dogmatic declaration of the fact our Lord is returning.  But which returning is it?  Is it His return for the Church, which is described in 1 Thes 4:15-17, “For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”?


c.  Or is it the second advent of Christ described in Zech 14:1-4, “Behold, a day is coming for the Lord when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you.  For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.  Then the Lord will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.  In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.”


d.  Many scholars say that this refers to the second advent of Christ because they are post tribulationalists, believing that the Church goes through the Great Tribulation and is resurrected at the end of the Tribulation as a part of the second advent of Christ.  Here is how they justify it:



(1)  In Mt 24:3 the disciples ask our Lord the questions: “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”  (It must be remembered that the Church Age was a mystery, not yet revealed.  It was not revealed to any of the disciples, but to Paul as he so states in Eph 3:8-9, “to me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given, to proclaim to the Gentiles the fathomless wealth of Christ, and to enlighten all [believers] what [is] the plan [arrangement] of the mystery, which has been kept secret from the ages in the God who created all things.”)



(2)  Our Lord answers in Mt 24:29-31, “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.”



(3)  Post tribulationalists compare the statements in Mt 24:29-31 with the phrases in 1 Thes 4:15-17, “by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God” and “we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere.”  They say that the two events are the same, arguing that the Jews are regathered “on the earth” and never “from one end of the sky to the other.”



(4)  However, there is a trumpet blast mentioned exclusively with the second advent of Christ in Isa 27:13, “It will come about also in that day that a great trumpet will be blown, and those who were perishing in the land of Assyria and who were scattered in the land of Egypt will come and worship the Lord in the holy mountain at Jerusalem.”  This does not have to be the same trumpet blast or signal of the resurrection of the Church mentioned in 1 Cor 15:51-52, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.”


e.  The writer does not distinguish here between the two events, but only says that the Lord is returning.  However, there are distinctions in Scriptures between the Resurrection of the Church and the Second Advent of Christ.

RAPTURE





SECOND ADVENT

Private, Acts 1:11




Public, Rev 1:7.

In the air, 1 Thes 4:17




On earth, Zech 14:4.

Judgment of believer’s works 2 Cor 5:10

Baptism of Fire, Mt 25:31‑46.

Church goes to heaven, Jn 14:3


Church returns with Christ, 1 Thes 3:13.

Holy Spirit is removed 2 Thes 2:6-8


Removal of Satan, Rev 20:1‑3.

Change in believer’s body, Phil 3:21.


Earth is changed, Zech 14:9; Rom 8:19-22.

Christ appears as the groom.



He appears as the Messiah.

End of the Church Age.



End of the Jewish age.

Israel under the fifth cycle of discipline.

Termination of the fifth cycle of discipline.

Believers taken from the earth


Unbelievers taken from the earth

 1 Thes 4:16‑18. 




Mt 24:37-43.

A time of comfort, 1 Thes 4:18.


A time of terror, Rev 6:15‑17.


f.  The key passage to prove that there is a definite distinction between the Resurrection of the Church and the Second Advent of Christ is 2 Thes 2:6-8, “However, now you know the One who restrains [God the Holy Spirit] in order that he [the man of sin, the Antichrist] might be revealed in his own time.  For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst, and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the appearance of His coming.”



(1)  The One who restrains the man of sin (the Antichrist) is God the Holy Spirit by indwelling and filling every Church Age believer, while they live in Satan’s kingdom on earth.



(2)  The Antichrist, who is revealed only during the Great Tribulation, cannot be revealed until the One who restrains is removed from the earth.



(3)  The indwelling Holy Spirit is removed from the earth with the resurrection of the Church.



(4)  Then and only then is the man of sin or lawlessness revealed in human history, which only occurs for the seven year period of the Tribulation, prior to the return of Christ at the Second Advent.



(5)  Therefore, the One who restrains departs with the resurrection of the Church, which begins the Great Tribulation and the revelation of the Antichrist.


g.  Since the letter of Hebrews is a part of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, and since the Second Advent is not an issue anywhere else in this context, we may conclude that this is a reference to the Resurrection of the Church.

3.  “and will not delay.”

a.  This phrase quotes the end of Hab 2:3 from the LXX.  Hab 2:3 says, “For the vision is yet for the appointed time; it hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait for it; for it will certainly come, it will not delay.”


b.  The writer quotes Hab 2:3 to prove from Scripture that the Lord will not delay His return for the Church or for the Second Advent.


c.  The course of history will play itself out exactly on the timescale that God the Father has decided.


d.  Satan cannot delay the return of Christ for the Church.  Nor can he prolong the Second Advent of Christ.


e.  There is no new evidence that Satan has to present, no new appeal he can make, no court delay that he can use to keep our Lord from returning at His appointed times.


f.  The Lord Himself wants to return at exactly the right time; that is, when all the evidence against Satan has been given and there is nothing left about which to testify.


g.  No believers, unbelievers, elect or fallen angels can delay, prevent, or change the time of the resurrection of the Church.


h.  The fact that our Lord will not delay His return for His bride further explains the imminency of the resurrection of the Church.

4.  The Imminency of the Rapture.


a.  Imminency means impending, or threatening to occur immediately.  It does not mean immediately.


b.  No prophecy has to be fulfilled before the Rapture occurs.  The Rapture will occur when the last member of the body of Christ is saved.


c.  The Church Age is the only dispensation in which there are historical trends and no prophecy.  The Church Age began with an event prophesied—the baptism of the Spirit.  The Church Age terminates with the Rapture, which was also prophesied.  There is no prophecy between these two events.  This is the dispensation of historical trends and mystery doctrine.


4.  No prophecy between the baptism of the Spirit and the Rapture means that the Rapture is imminent.  It could occur at any time; no one knows the day or the hour.


5.  The resurrection of the Church is completely out of our control.  Just as we have no control over the time and manner of our death, so we have no control over the time and manner of the Rapture.


6.  The resurrection of the Church is the Lord’s victory, which He gives to us.  1 Cor 15:57, “Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”


7.  While the Rapture is imminent, the Second Advent is not.  Before the Second Advent occurs, there are many prophecies which must occur, e.g., the revelation of the man of lawlessness, the Tribulation, the Judgment Seat of Christ, Rev 6‑19.


8.  The Rapture could have occurred at the time of James or Paul because no prophecy had to be fulfilled before the resurrection occurs.


9.  Distortion of the imminency of the Rapture results in instability and foolish explanation or speculation about the time of the Rapture; hence, James gives us an admonition in Jam 5:7‑8.  “Therefore, have patience, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Remember, the farmer waits for the precious crop produced by the earth, being patient over it [the crop] until it has received the early [winter] and the late [spring] rains.  You also have patience; strengthen your hearts, because the coming of the Lord stands near.”



a.  Patience is a system of thinking Bible doctrine, a system of concentration, the application of doctrine to experience.



b.  The farmer illustrates the principle of patience.



c.  You cannot have patience without a stabilized mentality.



d.  The verb to stand near also means “to draw near.”  Every day in the Church Age, the Rapture draws closer.


e.  The early Church anticipated the Rapture under the concept of imminency, 1 Cor 1:7, “so that you are not lacking in any [spiritual] gift, while eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


f.  So while the Rapture is imminent, no one really knows when it will occur.  In the meantime, the royal family of God lives in this dispensation of historical trends, Rev 2‑3.


g.  Three times in Revelation we have the phrase, “I am coming soon”: Rev 22:7, 12, 20.  Therefore, “soon” connotes imminency, not immediacy.


h.  The Rapture of the Church is the next prophetical event to occur in history.


i.  Tit 2:13, “while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior, Jesus Christ.”


j.  A mature believer is happy, eager, and cannot wait for the Rapture to occur.  He is so occupied with Christ that he looks for the Rapture with confident and happy expectation.


k.  Only the Trinity knows when the Rapture is going to occur.
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