Heb 10:31



- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective PHOBEROS, meaning “fearful, terrible, frightful Heb 10:27, 31; 12:21.”
  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the main verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”

“[is] a terrible thing”

 - is the nominative neuter singular from the articular aorist active infinitive of the verb EMPIPTW, which means “To fall.”  The articular infinitive is a substantival infinitive, functioning as the subject of the elliptical verb (see Wallace, page 234f).  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the locative of place from the feminine plural noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “into the hands of God.”  With this we have genitive masculine singular present active ascriptive participle from the verb ZAW, which means “living.”  The ascriptive participle is used as an adjective, modifying the genitive noun THEOS.

“To fall into the hands of the living God”

This construction is literally saying, “To fall into the hands of the living God is a terrible, fearful, frightful thing.”

Heb 10:31 corrected translation
“To fall into the hands of the living God [is] a terrible thing.”
Explanation:
1.  “To fall into the hands of the living God”

a.  This statement is almost a proverbial comment.  There is no other statement like it in all the word of God.  The closest we come is when David had his choice of discipline after numbering the people of Israel.  David choose to fall into the hands of the living God, “let us fall into the hand of JHWH; for his mercy is great,” 2 Sam 24:14.


b.  Falling into someone’s hands is a metaphor for coming under their authority and being subject to their judgment.


c.  The unbeliever certainly falls into the hands of the living God at the Last Judgment, when he/she is cast into the eternal lake of fire.


d.  But the believer also falls into the hands of the living God when he or she stands before Christ in judgment after the resurrection of the Church.


e.  Everyone (both believer and unbeliever, both mature believer and apostate believer) is going to eventually fall into the hands of the living God.


f.  Who is the living God?  The member of the Trinity who rose from the dead and is now alive at the right hand of the Father, and into whose hands all judgment has been committed; that is, our Lord Jesus Christ.  “The living God” is used as a title for Jesus Christ as we have already seen in:



(1)  Heb 3:12, “See to it, brethren, that there not be in any one of you a degenerate, unbelieving heart with the result of withdrawing from the living God.”



(2)  Heb 9:14, “how much more will the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”



(3)  Our Lord Jesus Christ, who spoke from the fire that led the Jews of the Exodus generation by night is the Living God, Dt 5:26, “For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?”



(4)  The Living God is the God of Israel, 1 Sam 17:26, “Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, saying, ‘What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel?  For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?’”



(5)  The Living God destroyed the army of the Assyrians, 2 Kg 19:16, “Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and listen to the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God.”



(6)  The Living God is the God of David, Ps 42:2, “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; when shall I come and appear before God?”



(7)  The Living God is described in Jer 10:10, “But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure His indignation.”



(8)  The Living God is the Lord of the Armies, Jer 23:36, “For you will no longer remember the oracle of the Lord, because every man’s own word will become the oracle, and you have perverted the words of the living God, the Lord of the Armies, our God.”



(9)  2 Cor 6:16, “And what sort of mutual agreement does the temple of God have with idols?  Therefore, we are the temple of the living God, just as God said, ‘I will live in them, and walk [among them] and I will be their God and they will be My people.”



(10)  1 Tim 3:15, “But if I delay, [I am writing] in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the living God, the support and foundation of the truth.”



(11)  1 Tim 4:10, “Therefore because of this [benefit from spiritual exercise] we work hard and we fight for a prize, because we have confidence in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”

2.  “[is] a terrible thing.”

a.  It may be a fearful thing for the unbeliever to fall under the judgment of Jesus Christ, but it is never a fearful thing for the believer.  Rom 8:15, “For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by agency of Whom [Holy Spirit] we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”


b.  It is a terrible thing for the believer to come under the judgment and punishment of His Lord and Savior, but it is never a fearful or frightful thing.


c.  The only believers who can have any fear are those in degeneracy and apostasy, who should fear the punishment of the Lord, as mentioned in 1 Jn 4:18, “Fear [anxiety in the day of judgment] does not exist in the sphere of unconditional love.  But fully-developed [mature] unconditional love drives out this apprehension, because fear has to do with punishment, and the one who is afraid has not has been fully-developed in the sphere of unconditional love.”


d.  The only fear a believer should ever have is fear related to punishment from God.  Therefore, only the reversionistic believer should ever have this fear.


e.  So why is it a terrible and fearful thing to fall into the judgment of Jesus Christ?



(1)  It means you have not testified for Christ in Satan’s appeal trial.  Rather you have testified for Satan.



(2)  It means being scourged with the whip of God’s discipline, Heb 12:6, “For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges every son whom He receives.”



(3)  It means loss of blessings for time and eternity.  1 Cor 3:15, “If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”



(4)  It means loss of glorification of God, and in turn being glorified by God to the full extent you could have been glorified.  All believers will be glorified, but some will be glorified more than others, which is why certain crowns or eternal decorations are given to some believers and not others.
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