Heb 10:28



- is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb ATHETEW, which means “to reject something as invalid, declare invalid, nullify, ignore Gal 3:15, ‘a will’; Mk 7:9, ‘the commandment of God’; Lk 7:30, ‘the will of God’; Heb 10:28, ‘the law of Moses’; Gal 2:21, ‘the grace of God’; 1 Tim 5:12, ‘break their first pledge’; 1 Cor 1:19.”


The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as fact with emphasis on its existing results.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the indefinite subject ‘anyone’ has produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and precedes the action of the main verb.  It is translated “having ignored.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law.”  With this we have the descriptive or possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun MWUSES, meaning “of Moses.”

“Anyone having ignored the Law of Moses”

 - is the preposition CHWRIS plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural noun OIKTIRMOS, which means “without pity, mercy, compassion Col 3:12; Heb 10:28.”
  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the dative of the basis for a state of being, action, or result, Acts 3:16, ‘on the basis of faith’; Phil 3:9, ‘on the basis of hope’; Acts 2:26; 26:6; Rom 4:18; 8:20; 1 Cor 9:10; Tit 1:2; on the basis of the testimony of two witnesses Heb 10:28.”
  With the preposition we have the masculine plural cardinal adjective DUO, meaning “two” the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” and the masculine plural cardinal adjective TREIS, meaning “three.”  With these adjectives we also have the dative masculine plural noun MARTUS, meaning “witnesses.”  There is no word for testimony here.  The concept is implied but not stated.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth or maxim under Jewish law.


The active voice indicates that anyone having ignored the Law of Moses produces the action of dying or being put to death.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“dies without mercy on the basis of two or three witnesses.”

Heb 10:28 corrected translation
“Anyone having ignored the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the basis of two or three witnesses.”

Explanation:
1.  “Anyone having ignored the Law of Moses”

a.  The writer continues by setting up a contrast between the capital punishment or physical death of someone who ignores and violates the Mosaic Law and the believer who goes into perpetual carnality or Christian degeneracy.


b.  This verse establishes the principle of physical death or capital punishment for the believer or unbeliever who ignores the Mosaic Law during the Age of Israel.  The following verse establishes the principle of divine discipline for the Church Age believer.


c.  This verse is the “set up” for the next verse and cannot be interpreted apart from the statements of the next verse.  Verse 29 says, “How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?”



(1)  The person producing the action in verse 29 is a believer.  We know this for certain because of the phrase “by which he was sanctified.”



(2)  Being sanctified means being set apart unto God as a Church Age believer by being placed into union with Christ—positional sanctification, which occurs at the moment of salvation.



(3)  We also know that this person is a believer because His reversionism or Christian apostasy and degeneracy “has insulted the Spirit of grace,” which is tantamount to grieving and quenching the Holy Spirit.


d.  So the point being made is that if God ordered the capital punishment of anyone (believer or unbeliever) in Israel who violated the Mosaic Law, then how much greater punishment will He give to Church Age believers who go into apostasy, reversionism, degeneracy, or perpetual carnality?  Obviously the answer is that they will receive a far greater punishment than physical death.


e.  What is worse than physical death?  The divine punishment of the reversionistic believer.


f.  Ignoring the Mosaic Law refers to a person who does not care what God says, wants, desires, or demands in client nation Israel during the Age of Israel.  This person could be a believer or unbeliever, which is why we have an indefinite pronoun “anyone.”  The point being that they don’t care about God’s standards or regulations.  They are going to do whatever they want and live their life as they please.


g.  This person is not interested in the word of God, the teaching of the Law, or learning about God and His expectations.  This is representative of a believer totally negative to doctrine in the Church Age.  This “anyone” of the previous dispensation is analogous to the apathetic and antagonistic believers of this dispensation, who live their lives under the satanic concept: do whatever you want.

2.  “dies without mercy on the basis of two or three witnesses.”

a.  This is the concept of capital punishment taken from the Law of Moses for those ignoring and violating certain portions of the Law.


b.  This principle is given in:



(1)  Ex 21:12, “He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death.”



(2)  Ex 21:15, “He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.”



(3)  Ex 21:16, “He who kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or he is found in his possession, shall surely be put to death.”



(4)  Ex 21:17, “He who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.”



(5)  Ex 21:29, “If, however, an ox was previously in the habit of goring and its owner has been warned, yet he does not confine it and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also shall be put to death.”



(6)  Ex 22:19, “Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death.”



(7)  Ex 31:14, “Therefore you are to observe the sabbath, for it is holy to you.  Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people.”



(8)  Lev 20:2, “Any man from the sons of Israel or from the aliens sojourning in Israel who gives any of his offspring to Molech, shall surely be put to death; the people of the land shall stone him with stones.”



(9)  Lev 20:11, “If there is a man who lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death, their bloodguiltiness is upon them.”



(10)  Lev 20:13, “If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death.  Their bloodguiltiness is upon them.”



(11)  Lev 20:27, “Now a man or a woman who is a medium or a spiritist shall surely be put to death. They shall be stoned with stones, their bloodguiltiness is upon them.”



(12)  Lev 24:16, “Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him.  The alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.”



(13)  Num 15:27-31, “Also if one person sins unintentionally, then he shall offer a one year old female goat for a sin offering.  The priest shall make atonement before the Lord for the person who goes astray when he sins unintentionally, making atonement for him that he may be forgiven.  You shall have one law for him who does anything unintentionally, for him who is native among the sons of Israel and for the alien who sojourns among them.  But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an alien, that one is blaspheming the Lord; and that person shall be cut off from among his people.  Because he has despised the word of the Lord and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on him.”



(14)  Dt 17:8-12, “If any case is too difficult for you to decide, between one kind of homicide or another, between one kind of lawsuit or another, and between one kind of assault or another, being cases of dispute in your courts, then you shall arise and go up to the place which the Lord your God chooses.  So you shall come to the Levitical priest or the judge who is in office in those days, and you shall inquire of them and they will declare to you the verdict in the case.  You shall do according to the terms of the verdict which they declare to you from that place which the Lord chooses; and you shall be careful to observe according to all that they teach you.  According to the terms of the law which they teach you, and according to the verdict which they tell you, you shall do; you shall not turn aside from the word which they declare to you, to the right or the left.  The man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to serve the Lord your God, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”



(15)  The case of the arrogant prophet, Dt 18:20, “But the prophet who speaks a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.”



(16)  The case of adultery, Dt 22:22, “If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.”



(17)  The case of rape, Dt 22:25, “But if in the field the man finds the girl who is engaged, and the man forces her and lies with her, then only the man who lies with her shall die.”



(18)  The case of kidnapping, Dt 24:7, “If a man is caught kidnapping any of his countrymen of the sons of Israel, and he deals with him violently or sells him, then that thief shall die; so you shall purge the evil from among you.”


c.  The practice of requiring two or three witnesses to establish evidence is enjoined in:



(1)  Dt 17:6, “On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.”



(2)  Dt 19:15, “A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.”



(3)  Jn 8:17, “Even in your law it has been written that the testimony of two men is true.”


d.  This requirement is repeated in our Lord’s teaching, Mt 18:16, “But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.”


e.  The principle is carried over into Church Age doctrine:



(1)  2 Cor 13:1, “This [is] the third time I am coming to you.  On the basis of two witnesses or three every matter will stand firm.”



(2)  1 Tim 5:19, “Stop accepting an accusation against an elder [leader of the local church], except on the basis of two or three witnesses.”


f.  The most important concept in this statement are the words “without mercy.”  God has no mercy on those who deliberately, willfully, and obstinately reject His love and grace.



(1)  The defiant unbeliever receives a fate worse than physical death—the eternal lake of fire.



(2)  The defiant believer receives a fate worse than physical death, Heb 12:5-6, “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.’”



(3)  Heb 10:31, “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”
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