Heb 10:26
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, translated “For,” explaining the reason why we need to not abandon the assembling of ourselves together for the teaching of the word of God.  Then we have the adverb of manner HEKOUSIWS, which means “willingly 1 Pet 5:2; deliberately, intentionally Heb 10:26.”
  This is followed by a genitive absolute construction, in which we have the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW (“we”), functioning as the subject of the genitive masculine first person plural present active participle from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to sin.”  The participle functions as a main verb, but is absolute, since it is not grammatically related to the rest of the sentence.  It is important to note that the “we” speaks of believers.  The writer is a believer, writing to believers, about the lack of execution of their spiritual life after salvation.  The subject is believers, not unbelievers.


The present tense is a descriptive/customary/iterative present, which refers to a habitual action that is now occurring at successive intervals in the life of a believer in perpetual carnality.


The active voice indicates that the reversionistic, degenerate, carnal believer is producing the action.


The participle is a conditional participle, and translated “if we keep on sinning.” (See Wallace, page 632f.)

“For if we keep on sinning deliberately”

- is the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time (translated “after”) from the neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of learning doctrine in the assembly of the local church in its entirety, but emphasizes its existing results—this is no novice believer. The believer described here has learned and believed a great deal of doctrine.  The culminative aspect is brought out in translation by the use of the auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of receiving the full-knowledge of the truth in the assembly of the local church.


The infinitive is an infinitive of time, translated “after having received.”  (See Wallace, p. 595.)  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “the full-knowledge.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “of the truth.”

“after having received the full-knowledge of the truth,”

- is the negative temporal adverb OUKETI, meaning “no longer.”  Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, which “when used with HAMARTIA the word ‘for’ has the sense to take away, to atone for Rom 8:3; 1 Pet 3:18; Heb 5:3c.; 10:6, 8, 18,  26; 13:11.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb APOLEIPW, which means “to be reserved for future appearance or enactment: to remain; ‘a Sabbath rest remains’ Heb 4:9; ‘a sacrifice remains’ equals the idea ‘[can be made]’ 10:26.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which presents the action as a state or condition that is a maxim or universal truth.


The passive voice indicates that an animal sacrifice for personal sins no longer can receive the action of remaining; that is, having the possibility of being made.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun THUSIA, which means “a sacrifice or offering” and referring to the animal and food sacrifices or offerings of the Levitical priesthood.

“a sacrifice for sins no longer remains [can be made],”

Heb 10:26 corrected translation
“For if we keep on sinning deliberately after having received the full-knowledge of the truth, a sacrifice for sins no longer remains [can be made],”
Explanation:
1.  “For if we keep on sinning deliberately”

a.  The writer continues with a further explanation of why we need to not abandon the assembling of ourselves together for the teaching of the word of God, but to encourage the assembling of ourselves together even more.  We need to not abandon the assembling of ourselves together, because when we do abandon the assembling of ourselves together the result is a lifestyle of deliberate sinning, which means perpetual carnality, Christian degeneracy, and reversionism.


b.  Walter Kaiser states the difficulty of this verse: “We are also forced to admit that some of our sin is deliberate. That is, we do not deliberately set out to sin, but we know in ourselves that some deed or activity is wrong (at least for us, if not for everyone), yet we stifle our consciences and do it anyway.  At times we may even recognize that we planned our sin quite carefully, or at least planned to walk into temptation, knowing full well (in our hearts, if not in our minds) that we would give in.  If this is an accurate description of the human condition, then Hebrews 10:26 is very disturbing.  Is this verse making the distinction that the Old Testament does between deliberate and accidental sins?  Is it saying that there is forgiveness for accidental or unknowing sins, but not for the other type?  And if this is the case, are all of us who have knowingly sinned after our conversion lost?  If that is in fact the meaning, this verse should cause terror and despair rather than mere concern.”


c.  There is no question that there is deliberate sin in the lives of believers.  We sin because we want to sin, and most of our sins are no accident.


d.  Therefore, is this verse teaching that Jesus Christ did not pay the penalty for deliberate sins on the Cross?  Not at all.  Christ died spiritually for all the sins of every human being, past, present, and future, whether known sins or unknown sins, whether accidental sins or deliberate sins.


e.  Peter deliberately denied the Lord three times, and knew exactly what he was doing when he did it.  Did Peter have no atonement for his three deliberate sins of denying the Lord?  No, not at all.  Christ immediately went to the Cross and suffered the imputation and judgment of those three deliberate sins as well as all of ours.


f.  So, what is this passage saying?



(1)  There is such a thing as deliberate sinning.



(2)  The believer who lives a life of deliberate sinning is called “carnal” in 1 Cor 3:1-3.




(a)  He is called the degenerate believer in 1 Cor 5:13b, “Remove the degenerate believer from you yourselves.”  The incestuous Corinthian believer of 1 Cor 5 was a perfect example of a believer who kept on deliberately sinning, until the Corinthians threw him out of the local church.  After he acknowledged his sinfulness to God and began his spiritual recovery, he was restored to fellowship with God and eventually with the Corinthian church.  Certainly our Lord paid the price on the Cross for his deliberate sexual sins.




(b)  This type of believer is described by Peter in 2 Pet 2:20-21, “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.  For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”



(3)  Deliberate sinning usually happens after a believer has learned and metabolized Bible doctrine.  They have a conscience filled with divine norms and standards.  They know exactly what God expects and why.  They are neither stupid nor ignorant.  They sin, knowing full well, what the righteous requirements of God are.  They have been taught doctrine and have grown in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  They are not new believers.



(4)  The adult believer who deliberately sins cannot go back to the old system of offering animal sacrifices for sins to atone for his deliberate sins.  The only thing he can do is acknowledge his sins to God and return to the assembly of the local church.  He can no longer continue to habitually forsake the assembling of himself together with other positive believers.  He has nowhere else to go but the local church, where the full-knowledge of the truth keeps on being taught.



(5)  There is no religious system of works to which this degenerate believer can turn for atonement of his deliberate sins.  The only place he can turn is back to the efficacious sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross as a substitute for his sins.  He cannot go back to the Mosaic Law and the Levitical sacrifices for sin.


g.  This passage is definitely not teaching that if a believer deliberately sins after salvation they lose their salvation and have no means of recovery.  That is the legalistic interpretation of the passage that covenant theology teaches.  It is false doctrine and flies in the face of the grace and forgiveness of God.


h.  What happens to believers who keep on sinning deliberately?  They go through the three stages of divine discipline mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor 11:30, “For this reason among you many are weak and sick and a large number sleep” and eventually die physically as a result of divine discipline, as John taught in 1 Jn 5:16, “If anyone has seen his fellow-believer committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and He [God the Father] will give life to him; that is, to those who have not committed a sin leading to death.  There is a state of sin leading to [physical] death.”


i.  Our alternative to deliberate sinning is stated in 1 Cor 11:31-32, “But if we had been judging ourselves, we would not have been judged.  However, when we are being judged [by God for divine discipline], we are disciplined by the Lord, in order that we might not be condemned with the world.”  We are disciplined so we don’t lose our salvation!


j.  Our verse is related to the previous concept taught in Heb 6:4-6, “For it is impossible to restore again to a change of mind those who have once been enlightened, and have partaken of the heavenly gift, and have become partners with the Holy Spirit, and have partaken of the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and have fallen away, while they for their own benefit are crucifying again; that is, making a public disgrace of the Son of God.”

2.  “after having received the full-knowledge of the truth,”

a.  This phrase indicates that these believers are not new believers, but those who have spent a significant amount of time in the assembly of the local church receiving the full-knowledge of the truth.  A person who receives the EPIGNWSIS knowledge of the truth of the gospel is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  The person who receives the EPIGNWSIS knowledge of the truth of the teaching of Bible doctrine is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no way you can interpret this verse as referring to an unbeliever who rejects the truth of the gospel, and therefore, has no means of salvation.  This verse is not about the unbeliever, but about degenerate and apostate believers.


b.  In this context (verse 25-26) it is clear that the full-knowledge of God’s truth is received by believers in the assembly of believers in the local church.


c.  You don’t receive the full-knowledge of the truth by studying the word of God on your own.  You must be taught by the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, which God the Holy Spirit has provided to impart the full-knowledge of the truth.


d.  Studying the word of God on your own will give you GNWSIS understanding of God’s truth, but not EPIGNWSIS understanding.  Everyone who reads and studies the word of God receives academic understanding of God’s word.


e.  But only those who study the word of God under the authority of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher receive the full-knowledge of God’s truth that God the Holy Spirit desires us to have.  This is why we are commanded in 2 Pet 3:18 to “grow in grace and knowledge [gnwsis] of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.”


f.  So what we have here is a believer who grows up spiritually by learning and metabolizing doctrine (receiving the full-knowledge of the truth) and then that believer decides to enter into a lifestyle of deliberate sinning or Christian degeneracy.

3.  “a sacrifice for sins no longer remains [can be made],”

a.  The question here is: To what sacrifice does the writer refer?



(1)  There are only two possibilities:




(a)  Christ’s efficacious sacrifice for the sins of the world.




(b)  The animal sacrifices of the pagan temples and/or the animal sacrifice of the Levitical system.



(2)  If the writer is referring to the substitutionary sacrifice of our Lord, then his statement here that a sacrifice for sins no longer remains means that our Lord’s sacrifice for the sins of the world was not efficacious for all sins, but only for accidental sins.  If that is the case, then there is no possible salvation for the unbeliever, since the unbeliever commits hundreds if not thousands of deliberate sins.



(3)  Since Christ died for all sins, these sins must include all of the accidental and deliberate sins of both the unbeliever and the believer.  Every sin must be included in the statement “the sins of the world.”



(4)  However, there is not a single animal sacrifice that was ever efficacious for deliberate sins.  This is why the Israelite who committed deliberate sins was stoned to death, Num 15:27-35, “‘Also if one person sins unintentionally, then he shall offer a one year old female goat for a sin offering.  The priest shall make atonement before the Lord for the person who goes astray when he sins unintentionally, making atonement for him that he may be forgiven.  You shall have one law for him who does anything unintentionally, for him who is native among the sons of Israel and for the alien who sojourns among them.  But the person who does anything defiantly, whether he is native or an alien, that one is blaspheming the Lord; and that person shall be cut off from among his people.  Because he has despised the word of the Lord and has broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off; his guilt will be on him.’  Now while the sons of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering wood on the sabbath day.  Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation; and they put him in custody because it had not been declared what should be done to him.  Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘The man shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall stone him with stones outside the camp.’”


b.  There was no animal sacrifice for deliberate sin under the Mosaic Law.  The only atonement for deliberate sin was the efficacious sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.


c.  This is why God promises in 1 Jn 1:9 that “If we admit our sins, He is faithful and righteous, with the result that He forgives us our sins and purifies us from all wrongdoing.”  All wrongdoing includes our deliberate sins against God.


d.  The Christian who deliberately sins could not return to the animal sacrifices of Israel to atone for sins, he could only turn to the Lord Jesus Christ as his High Priest.  Heb 10:11-12a, “And yet, on the one hand, every priest stands, serving daily and offering the same sacrifices many times, which are never able to take away sins; but He, after having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, has sat down at the right side of God.”


e.  A sacrifice for sins can no longer be made by the Levitical priesthood.  In fact, none of their sacrifices were ever able to take away sins.  But our Lord’s offering of Himself for sins (all sins, every sin) was done “for all time,” which means that there is never a time when His offering of Himself for every kind of sin is not efficacious, even after we deliberately sin.  If this were not so, then 1 Jn 1:9 is a lie and God is not faithful in forgiving sins.


f.  The command to the degenerate Christian described here has already been given in Heb 3:12, “See to it, brethren, that there not be in any one of you a degenerate, unbelieving heart with the result of withdrawing from the living God.”  This says nothing of losing one’s salvation. The result is divine judgment and the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death, “when we are being judged, we are disciplined by the Lord,” 1 Cor 11:32.


g.  There is a false doctrine that teaches that it is impossible to be restored from deliberate apostasy (as if there is such a thing as non-deliberate apostasy).  As an example notice the statement in the New Bible Dictionary, “The impossibility of restoration after deliberate apostasy is solemnly urged (Heb 6:4–6; 10:26).”
  Does this mean that there is no recovery from reversionism?  Does this mean that there is no grace or forgiveness of God for the deliberate apostate who attempts to recover?  Has Satan then snatched these believers out of God’s hand (Jn 10:28)?  Is God then a liar, when He says that no one shall snatch them out of His hand?  Does this mean that David never recovered after the deliberate murder of Uriah the Hittite or Moses after the deliberate murder of the Egyptian taskmaster?  The possibility of restoration always exists for anyone as long as they are alive.  The New Bible Dictionary is seriously wrong on this point.
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