Heb 10:23



- is the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb KATECHW, which means “to adhere firmly to traditions, convictions, or beliefs: hold to, hold fast 1 Cor 112; 15:2; Lk 8:15; 1 Thes 5:21; Heb 3:6, 14; 10:23.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which regards the action as continuing throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, which is used in place of the imperative mood, which has no first person command.  The hortatory subjunctive is the writer inviting his readers to join him in a course of action.  The potentiality of the subjunctive mood here is that the action is expected and may or may not already be occurring or may or may not occur in the future.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, used as a possessive personal pronoun, “our” and noun HOMOLOGIA, which means “statement of allegiance, as content of an action, confession, acknowledgment that one makes: Heb 3:1, ‘the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge]’; 4:14, ‘let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance’; 10:23; 1 Tim 6:12, ‘and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment’; 1 Tim 6:13, ‘who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate’.”
  With this we have the objective genitive feminine singular from the noun ELPIS, which means “of confidence; confident expectation.”  Then we have the accusative feminine singular adjective AKLINĒS, used as an adverb, indicating the manner in which we are expected to hold fast our acknowledgement of confidence.  The adjective comes from the verb KLINW, which means ‘to lean’; with the alpha negative attached to the front of the verb it meaning ‘not leaning’; Heb 10:23 is the only use of this word in Scripture; it means “not bending to either side; without wavering.”
  How do we know that this adjective is not modifying the accusative noun HOMOLOGIA, so that the translation would be “let us hold fast the unwavering acknowledgement of our confidence”?  There is an article with the noun HOMOLOGIA and not with the adjective AKLINES.  Normally, adjectives will either agree with the noun they modify by either having or not having the article, but you rarely find an articular noun with a non-articular adjective or vice versa.  “This construction is known as Apollonius’ canon, named after Apollonius Dyscolus, the second-century Greek grammarian.  Apollonius observed that both the head noun and genitive noun mimicked each other with regard to articularity.  Rarely did they go their own separate ways.”
  Thus this verse is talking about our unwavering confidence, not our unwavering acknowledgment (which we should also have).

“Let us hold fast our acknowledgement of confidence without wavering;”

 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” and introducing the reason why we can hold fast our acknowledgment of confidence.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, meaning “faithful, reliable, trustworthy.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular articular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “to promise.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” or “He who.”  This article also substantivizes the participle, making it function as a noun, so that the translation could also be “the promiser” and function as a title for God.


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which regards the action in its entirety as a past fact.


The deponent middle is active in meaning—God having produced the action after the fall of man.


The participle is circumstantial and substantival.

There is no main verb, so that the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is]” must be supplied.  It is deliberately omitted as obvious.

“for He who promised [is] faithful.”

Heb 10:23 corrected translation
“Let us hold fast our acknowledgment of confidence without wavering; for He who promised [is] faithful.”
Explanation:
1.  “Let us hold fast our acknowledgement of confidence without wavering;”

a.  This statement is very similar to Heb 4:14, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.”


b.  This same concept of holding fast was mentioned in:



(1)  Heb 3:6, “but on the other hand Christ [is faithful] as a Son over His house, whose house we are, since we hold fast our state of confidence and that in which we take confident pride.”



(2)  Heb 3:14, “For we have become partners in association with Christ, as surely as we hold fast the original commitment as firm until the end.”


c.  Our acknowledgment of Christ was previously mentioned in Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling, consider [contemplate, think about] Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge].”


d.  The object of our confidence is mentioned in Tit 1:2, “concerning the confidence of eternal life, which the truthful God promised before time began.”


e.  So putting the pieces of the verse together we arrive at the following explanation.



(1)  God, through this writer, is urging us to hold fast to our beliefs without wavering.



(2)  God is urging us to continue to have confidence in Him and all that He has promised He will do for us.



(3)  God is urging us to keep on having this confidence without wavering by going into perpetual carnality, Christian degeneracy, or reversionism.



(4)  This thought was explained in Heb 6:11-12, “And we desire that each one of you show the same eagerness [willingness, diligence] with regard to the complete certainty produced by confidence until the end, in order that you do not become lazy, but imitators of those who through trust and endurance are inheriting the things that were promised.”



(5)  Our acknowledgment was our belief in Christ at the moment of salvation.  We are being urged to hold fast to this acknowledgment of Christ as our savior.  We are not to give up our belief and confidence in who and what He is and all that He has done and will do for us.



(6)  Our acknowledgment of confidence is the testimony we gave the moment we believed in Christ that we had confidence in the promise of God to give us eternal life.



(7)  The next chapter of Hebrews will illustrate those great Old Testament believers who did not give up their confidence in God and held fast to their acknowledgment of confidence in Him.  For example, Heb 11:11, “By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.”  A similar example was already given concerning Abraham in Heb 6:15, “And in this manner [by not becoming lazy with regard to confidence and trust in God], having patience, he obtained the promise.”



(8)  The importance of our continued confidence in God was also previously mentioned in Heb 6:18-19, “in order that by means of two unchangeable things, concerning which things [it is] impossible for God to lie, we, who have taken refuge, might have strong encouragement to keep hold of our present confidence, which [confidence] we have as an anchor for the soul, both secure and certain, and enters into the place behind the curtain.”



(9)  This same confidence is taught by Peter in:




(a)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”




(b)  1 Pet 1:13, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”




(c)  1 Pet 1:21, “the ones who through Him are believers in God who raised Him out from the dead and has given Him glory, so that your faith and absolute confidence might be in God.”




(d)  1 Pet 3:15, “But have an attitude of deep respect, love, awe and esteem toward the Lord Christ in your hearts [occupation with Christ], always ready to make a defense to any one who asks you to account for the confidence in you,”



(10)  John mentions this confidence in 1 Jn 3:3, “And every one [believer] who has this confidence [of a resurrection body] in Him purifies himself, just as He [humanity of Christ] is pure.”



(11)  Likewise, we are urged by Paul to have confidence in God:




(a)  Rom 5:2, “Through Whom also we have access by means of faith into this grace in which we stand; and so let us have pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God.”




(b)  Rom 5:5, “And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our heart through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”




(c)  Rom 15:4, “For everything that has been written before [Old Testament] was written for the purpose of our instruction, in order that through perseverance and encouragement from the Scriptures we might have confidence.”




(d)  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God who produces confidence fill you with all happiness and prosperity by means of what you believe, in order that you may abound in confidence by means of the power of the Holy Spirit.”




(e)  2 Cor 1:10, “Who rescued us from so great a danger of death and will deliver [us], in Whom we have absolute confidence.  Indeed He will yet deliver [us].”




(f)  2 Cor 3:4, “Now we have such confidence toward God because of Christ.”




(g)  Eph 1:12, “in order that we, the ones previously having confidence in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory,”




(h)  Eph 3:12, “through Whom we have courage and access with confidence because of His faithfulness.”




(i)  Col 1:23, “Inasmuch as you persist in the sphere of doctrine, having been established [strengthened] not only firm ones but also unshifting ones from the confidence in the gospel which you have heard and which was proclaimed in all creation which is under heaven, concerning which gospel, I, Paul, myself have become a servant.”
2.  “for He who promised [is] faithful.”

a.  The writer continues by indicating the reason why we can hold fast our acknowledgment of confidence.


b.  The faithfulness of God is mentioned in:



(1)  1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, by means of Whom you were called for the purpose of fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”



(2)  1 Cor 10:13, “Testing has not seized you except the human kind.  Moreover God [is] faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able, but will also provide a way out with the testing, so that you will be able to endure.”



(3)  Eph 3:12, “through Whom we have courage and access with confidence because of His faithfulness.”



(4)  1 Thes 5:24, “Faithful is the One who calls you, He will also accomplish it.”



(5)  2 Thes 3:3, “Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”



(6)  1 Tim 1:15, “Faithful [is] the Word and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, concerning which sinners I am the foremost.”



(7)  1 Tim 3:1a, “Faithful [is] the Word.”



(8)  1 Tim 4:9, “Faithful [is] the Word and worthy of total acceptance.”



(9)  2 Tim 2:11, “Faithful [is] the Word.  Therefore if we have died with [Christ], and we have, we shall also live with [Him].”



(10)  2 Tim 2:13, “If (let us assume this to be true for the sake of argument) we are unfaithful [reversionistic], that One remains faithful, for He is not able to disown Himself.”



(11)  Tit 3:8, “Faithful is the Word.  And so concerning these things I want you to speak confidently, in order that those who have believed God [Jesus Christ] might be intent to be concerned about intrinsic good production.  These things are noble and profitable for mankind.”



(12)  Heb 3:5-6, “Now on the one hand Moses [was] faithful in all His house as a servant as the proof of those things which would be spoken, but on the other hand Christ [is faithful] as a Son over His house, whose house we are, since we hold fast our state of confidence and that in which we take confident pride.”



(13)  1 Pet 4:19, “Therefore, let those who indeed suffer on account of the will of God commit their souls to a faithful creator in the sphere of doing what is inherently right.”



(14)  1 Jn 1:9, “If we admit our sins, He is faithful and righteous, with the result that He forgives us our sins and purifies us from all wrongdoing.”


c.  We are urged to hold fast without wavering to our confidence in God the Father’s plan, God the Son’s provision of eternal salvation, and God the Holy Spirit’s revelation of these things because God is faithful in keeping His promises.


d.  We can and must continue in the same confidence which we had when we acknowledged Jesus Christ as our savior, because the One who promised us eternal life in Christ is faithful.
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