Heb 10:21



- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  It connects the following accusative direct object with the accusative direct object PARRESIA in verse 19, so that the thought is: “since we have confidence for entrance into the Holy Place and a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near.”  There is really no need to repeat the present active participle of the verb ECHW = “[since we have]” from verse 19 as the translators of the NASV have done.  But because this object is so far removed in thought from the participle which governs it, it helps the English mind to understand the thought by including it.  Therefore, I include it in brackets.

“and [since we have]”

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun HIEREUS and the adjective MEGAS, meaning “the Great Priest.”  The absence of the article emphasizes the high quality of this priest.   is the normal expression in the LXX for the Levitical high priest.  This is a formal title for our Lord Jesus Christ as the chief priest of the Church.  Israel had a high priest.  We have “the Great Priest.”  Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative “of power, authority, control of or over someone or something, translated: over Lk 1:33; 2:8; 9:1; 10:19; 12:14; 19:14, 27; Acts 7:10; Rom 5:14; 2 Thes 2:4; Heb 3:6; 10:21; Rev 6:8; 16:9; 22:14.”
  With the preposition we have the accusative masculine singular article and noun OIKOS, meaning “the house,” used metaphorically for the royal family.  With this we also have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God or “God’s house.”

“the Great Priest over the house of God,”

Heb 10:21 corrected translation
“and [since we have] the Great Priest over the house of God,”
Explanation:
1.  “and [since we have]”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence for entrance into the Holy Place by means of the blood [spiritual death] of Jesus, which [entrance] He opened for us as a new and living way through the curtain; that is, by means of His physical body, and [since we have] the Great Priest over the house of God,…”

b.  The basic idea here is: since we have confidence for entrance in the Holy Place and the Great Priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God the Father.


c.  We have confidence to enter into the house of God because we have a Great Priest, who has already entered before us by means of His physical body.


d.  The prior entrance of the Great Priest was acceptable to God the Father because of the self-sacrifice of Jesus, our Great Priest, on the Cross.


e.  We have confidence that we can enter heaven itself because the One in whom we have placed our confidence has entered ahead of us in order to prepare a place for us.


f.  We have confidence that we can enter into the very presence of God the Father in prayer because our Great Priest lives forever to make intercession for us with the Father.


g.  We have confidence that we can draw near to God the Father in prayer because the spiritual death of our Lord opened a new and living way for us to enter.


h.  Everything we have, we have because of the person and work of our Lord on our behalf.

2.  “the Great Priest over the house of God,”

a.  This title of our Lord is similar to the title in Heb 13:20, “the Great Shepherd of the sheep.”


b.  The title “the Great Priest” surpasses the title of “high priest” given so many times in this letter.



(1)  Heb 2:17, “Therefore, He was obligated to be made like His brethren in all things, in order that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest concerning the things with reference to God in order to atone for the sins of the people.”



(2)  Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partners [sharers, companions] in a heavenly calling, consider [contemplate, think about] Jesus, the Commander and High Priest of our acknowledgement [whom we acknowledge],”



(3)  Heb 4:14-15, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted [tested] in all respects in a similar manner without sin.”



(4)  Heb 5:10, “being designated by God a high priest according to the manner of Melchizedek.”



(5)  Heb 6:20, “where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever according to the manner of Melchizedek.”



(6)  Heb 7:26, “Therefore such a high priest was also fitting for us, holy, without evil, undefiled, being separated from sinners and having become higher than the heavens,”



(7)  Heb 8:1, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,”


c.  Our Lord is the greatest priest to ever exist and the greatest priest that will ever exist.


d.  As our Great Priest He has complete and total authority over the house of God.  What is the house of God?



(1)  The house of God can refer to:




(a)  The place where God dwells, but Acts 7:48-50 says that God does not dwell in houses.  “However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says: “‘Heaven is My throne, and earth is the footstool of My feet; what kind of house will you build for Me?’ says the Lord, ‘Or what place is there for My repose?  Was it not My hand which made all these things?’”  Compare Acts 17:24-25.




(b)  The family of God, in which ‘house’ is used as a metaphor for the whole family that lives in the house.  Thus it would refer to all believers of human history.




(c)  The royal family of God; that is, only Church Age believers.



(2)  The house of God here refers to only the royal family of God, of which our Lord Jesus Christ is the Great Priest, Heb 3:6, “but on the other hand Christ [is faithful] as a Son over His house, whose house we are, since we hold fast our state of confidence and that in which we take confident pride.”



(3)  In the New Testament “house of God” is used spiritually of all believers, and specifically of the Church or community of believers.




(a)  1 Tim 3:15, “But if I delay, [I am writing,] in order that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the house of God, which [house] keeps on being the assembly of the living God, the support and foundation of the truth.”




(b)  1 Pet 4:17, “For it is time to begin judgment with the family of God.  And since with us first, what [will be] the destiny of those who disbelieve the gospel of God?”




(c)  1 Cor 3:9, “For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s cultivated field, God’s building.”




(d)  1 Cor 3:16-17, “Do you not understand that you are the temple of God, and the Spirit of God lives in you?  If anyone corrupts the temple of God, God will destroy that one.  For the temple of God is sacred, who by your very nature you are.”




(e)  1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”


e.  Heb 4:14-16 and Heb 10:21-22 are parallel statements.  Notice the similarities:



(1)  Heb 4:14-16, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our acknowledgment of allegiance.  For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted [tested] in all respects in a similar manner without sin.  Therefore let us go with confidence to the throne of grace, in order that we may receive mercy and find grace resulting in well-timed help.”



(2)  Heb 10:21-22, “and [since we have] the Great Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance…”
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