Heb 10:18



- is the temporal particle HOPOU, used in a logical sense to indicate place where something occurs, but is used here to indicate the circumstances in which something happens.  It means “where, insofar as” and is used to “introduce a subordinate clause that indicates the circumstances resulting in what is said in the main clause following it where there is a will, the death of the one who made it must be established Heb 9:16; 10:18; Jam 3:16.”
  With this we have the postpositive transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  It transitions us from the thought of the previous quote from Jer 31:33-34 to the conclusion of all that has been said about the priesthood of Christ up to this point in the epistle.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun APHESIS, which means “the act of freeing from an obligation, guilt, or punishment, pardon, cancellation, forgiveness Mt 26:28; Mk 1:4; Lk 1:77; 3:3; 24:47; Acts 2:38; 5:31; 10:43; 13:38; 26:18; Col 1:14; Eph 1:7; Mk 3:29; Heb 9:22; 10:18.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the feminine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “of these things.”  There is the ellipsis of the verb here.  The third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there is]” must be supplied.

“Now where [there is] forgiveness of these things,”

 - is the negative temporal adverb OUKETI, meaning “no longer.”  There is again the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[there is].”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun PROSPHORA, meaning “sacrificing, offering Heb 10:10, 14, 18; Acts 24:17.”
  Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, meaning “for sin” in the sense of “concerning, about, with reference to sin”—”to take away, to atone for sin” Rom 8:3; 1 Pet 3:18; Heb 5:3c; 10:6, 8, 18, 26; 13:11.”

“[there is] no longer sacrificing for sin.”

Heb 10:18 corrected translation
“Now where [there is] forgiveness of these things, [there is] no longer sacrificing for sin.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now where [there is] forgiveness of these things,”

a.  The author continues by transitioning us from the thought that by means of one offering He has made perfect for all time those who are sanctified to the new thought that there is no longer any need for any sacrifices or offerings for sin.  The logic of the thought is: insofar as or since there is forgiveness of sins and lawlessnesses, there is no longer sacrificing for sin.

b.  The demonstrative pronoun “these things” refers to the sacrifices and offerings for sin.  It includes all pagan animal sacrifices, all Levitical offerings and sacrifices, and even the sacrifice of our Lord, which does not need to ever be repeated.


c.  The purpose of the First Advent and incarnation of Christ was to provide forgiveness for sins.  This forgiveness was made available to any person who believes in Christ.



(1)  Lk 1:76-77, “And you, child [John the Baptist], will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins,”



(2)  Lk 24:46-47, “and He said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.’”



(3)  Acts 2:38, “Peter said to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be identified with the person of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”



(4)  Acts 3:19, “Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;”



(5)  Acts 10:43, “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His person everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”


d.  Forgiveness is always associated with our regeneration and faith in Christ.  God could not apply His forgiveness to us apart from the work of Christ on the Cross.


e.  God applies His forgiveness to us the moment we believe in Christ.


f.  There is a special forgiveness given to the Gentile, Roman, unbeliever soldiers who crucified our Lord.  Our Lord asked for this special forgiveness of them, Lk 23:34, “But Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’  And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.”


g.  Forgiveness means not remembering.  The two statements (their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never again remember and Now where [there is] forgiveness of these things) are parallel to and explain each other.


h.  Concepts regarding forgiveness:



(1)  Forgiveness is the result of the salvation ministry of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  There is no forgiveness on the Cross.  The Cross was all judgment, and judgment is not forgiveness.



(2)  There are two categories of forgiveness for believers.




(a)  All pre-salvation sins were blotted out the moment you believed in Christ so you could receive the many things God gives us at salvation.




(b)  All post salvation sins are forgiven at the moment we acknowledge our sin(s) to God.  Failure to use the grace provision of 1 Jn 1:9 results in perpetual carnality.  That means the status quo of grieving the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30) and suppressing or squelching the Holy Spirit (1 Thes 5:19).



(3)  All pre-salvation sins were forgiven and blotted out the moment we believed in Christ.  We could not have the filling of the Spirit at the moment of salvation unless our sins were all forgiven.  God could give us nothing at salvation if we were still tainted with sins.



(4)  All post salvation sins are forgiven at the moment we use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  We have to recover because there was no forgiveness provided on the Cross.



(5)  What Jesus Christ did on the Cross did not provide forgiveness.  Forgiveness is not a part of the Cross.  The work of Jesus Christ on the Cross did not include forgiveness.  Pre-salvation sins were forgiven the moment you believed in Christ.  Post salvation sins are forgiven the moment you use 1 Jn 1:9.  But if you do not acknowledge your sins, you continue in a state of carnality until you die the sin unto death.  The unbeliever’s sins are never forgiven because he never believes in Christ.  But they are judged for their works at the last judgment, which include their failure to believe in Christ.  They are not judged because of their sins.



(6)  No one is ever automatically forgiven because Christ was judged for their sins; they are forgiven because they believe in Christ.  The judgment of Christ is the basis for forgiveness, but the unbeliever must believe in Christ in order to actually be forgiven by God.



(7)  Redemption and forgiveness are not the same thing.  There was no forgiveness in the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  The Cross was a time of judgment, not forgiveness.  Forgiveness is a decision made by God at the moment we believe in Christ.  The basis for that forgiveness was provided by the spiritual death of Christ on the Cross.  God cannot forgive apart from Christ’s judgment on the Cross.  The basis for redemption occurred at the Cross; forgiveness did not.  But redemption is not applied to the sinner until the moment he or she believes in Christ.



(8)  God forgives us because we believe in Christ and forgives us on the basis of the work of Christ on the Cross.



(9)  Redemption is Christ paying the purchase price for our freedom from the slave market of sin as a result of faith alone in Christ alone.  There is a relation between redemption and forgiveness, but they are not the same.  Redemption comes at the Cross.  Our Lord paid the price for our freedom from slavery to sin at the Cross.  Forgiveness comes at the point of faith alone in Christ alone.  The result of believing in Christ is forgiveness.  Forgiveness is not a part of redemption, but a result of redemption.



(10)  All unbelievers reject salvation and their sins are never forgiven, but their sins are also not used for their indictment.  They are not judged for their sins; for Christ was judged for their sins.  They are judged for their refusal to believe in Christ’s love for them.



(11)  Forgiveness occurs at the moment of faith in Christ, not at the Cross.  The moment of salvation is the first time God ever forgave you anything.  You could not be forgiven anything until you believed in Christ.  God cannot give you thirty-nine irrevocable absolutes at salvation unless you are forgiven.  There is no forgiveness at the Cross.  You are forgiven after the Cross, when you believed in Christ, and every time you rebound.  Some pastors erroneously teach that all forgiveness occurred at the Cross and therefore rebound is not necessary.



(12)  God the Father judged all human sins of history at the Cross with the result that sins are forgiven under two conditions—faith alone in Christ alone and recovery, when necessary.  All sins of the unbeliever were judged at the Cross, but never forgiven because of rejection of Christ as Savior, Jn 3:18, 36.  If you reject Christ as Savior, you have rejected the love of God, but the love of God has not rejected you.  The sins of the unbeliever are never mentioned at the last judgment, only his failure to believe in Christ and his human good as being unworthy as a substitute for the work of Christ on the Cross.



(13)  Personal forgiveness means that if someone asks for your forgiveness, and in honor you forgive them, then integrity and loyalty to doctrine demands that you forget whatever was done against you, and that never again do you recall this in your mind or penalize the individual for it.  However, arrogance has no ability to forgive.




(a)  Eph 4:32, “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other just as God in Christ has also forgiven you.”




(b)  Col 3:13, “Bearing one another and forgiving each other.  Whoever has a complaint against anyone else, just as the Lord forgave you, so also you should forgive others.”



(14)  The two forgivenesses:




(a)  The first forgiveness, salvation forgiveness, is for your eternal life, and is taught in Col 2:13-14, “And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven [CHARIZOMAI] us all our transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us which were hostile to us; He has taken it out of the way and nailed it to the cross.”  The decrees against us are all of the sins which were ever committed in human history.  God the Father imputed these sins to Christ on the Cross.  The judgment of our sins on the Cross is the basis for our forgiveness.




(b)  The second forgiveness, post salvation forgiveness, is for your spiritual life.  This is taught in 1 Jn 1:9, “If we acknowledge our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins with the result that He purifies us from all wrongdoing.”

2.  “[there is] no longer sacrificing for sin.”

a.  This is the great conclusion from Heb 5:1 through Heb 10:17, which dwelt with the priesthood of our Lord and His sacrifice for sin.  The summary and conclusion of our Lord’s priesthood is that the one, efficacious, eternal sacrifice for personal sins has been made and no other sacrifices are ever required.  Atonement, expiation, propitiation, and redemption have been accomplished.


b.  There is no longer any need for pagan animal sacrifices, Levitical sacrifices, or the sacrifice of Christ Himself.  The one and only sacrifice for sin that has ever been required by the justice of God has been made and accepted forever as perfect.  Therefore, there is no longer any need for any sacrifice or offering for sin.


c.  This statement tells us that there is no need for animal sacrifices during the millennial reign of Christ.  The description of the animal sacrifices in Ezek 40-48 is for the worship in the restored temple after the Babylonian captivity is over and the people return to the land.


d.  If there are any offerings of any kind in the millennial reign of Christ, they will be made as a memorial to His work on the Cross.  But since the Lord instituted a new ritual for the Church, which is a memorial to His self-sacrifice on the Cross, none of us will ever be involved in any animal sacrificing.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 717). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 155). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


�Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 887). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 798). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
4

