Heb 10:17



- is the conjunction KAI, commonly used “to introduce a result that comes from what precedes: and then, and so Mt 4:19; 5:15; 7:7; 8:8; 23:32; Mk 6:22; 8:34; Lk 7:7; 10:28; Jn 14:16; 2 Cor 11:9; Heb 3:19; 2 Pet 1:19; Jam 4:7, 10; 1 Jn 3:19; Rev 4:1.”

“and then”

- is the objective genitive from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA with the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their sins.”  This is followed by the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  Then we have the objective genitive from the feminine plural article and noun ANOMIA with the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their lawlessnesses.”  Because of the two articular nouns connected by KAI, we are dealing with two separate items or categories.

“‘their sins and their lawlessnesses”

 - is the strong, absolute double negative OU MĒ, which is used with the temporal adverb ETI, meaning “never again Heb 8:12; 10:17; Rev 18:21, 22, 23.”
  “ is the most decisive way of negating something in the future.”
  With this we have the first person singular future passive indicative from the verb MIMNĒISKW, which means “to remember.”  In the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Hebrew) it is the aorist passive subjunctive, which also conveys the idea of a future action.


The future tense is a predictive and gnomic future, which affirms what will always be true.


The passive voice indicates that God will receive the action of never again remembering our sins.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“I will never again remember’.”

Heb 10:17 corrected translation
“and then ‘their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never again remember’.”
Explanation:
1.  “and then”

a.  Understanding this KAI is critical to the understanding of the passage.  Ellingworth makes the following observation on page 514 of his commentary, “The first KAI in verse 17, though it forms part of the LXX text, does not function as part of the quotation, but rather as an introduction to its second part, which at this stage of the author’s argument contains its main point: the message of forgiveness.”


b.  The entire argument from verse 15 now reads: “In addition the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after the statement, ‘This is the covenant which I will make with reference to them after those days,’ says the Lord, ‘when I put My laws upon their hearts and on their mind I will write them,’ and then ‘their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never again remember’.”


c.  The entire statement in Jer 31:31-34 says, “‘Behold, days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,’ declares the Lord.  ‘But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,’ declares the Lord, ‘I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.  They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, “Know the Lord,” for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,’ declares the Lord, ‘for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.’”


d.  Heb 10:16 quotes Jer 31:33; Heb 10:17 quotes Jer 31:34.  The former statement is made and then the latter statement.


e.  The writer is proving his previous statement that “by means of one offering He has made perfect for all time those who are sanctified.”  His proof that those who are sanctified have been made perfect is the fact that God has entered into a new covenant with them and will never again remember their sins and lawlessnesses.


f. Those who are sanctified have been made perfect because God never again remembers our sins, which means that God forgives us our sins (which is the principle taught in the next verse).


g.  We have been made perfect because God has instituted a new covenant; that is, He has given us a new promise that “I will never again remember their sins and their lawlessnesses.”  This is certainly a better covenant or promise than any promise ever made in the past to Adam, Noah, Abraham, or David.  This is the greatest of all promises from God for the believer.


h.  There are many great promises from God, but two of them are the greatest of all.



(1)  One is given to the unbeliever: “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”



(2)  One is given to the believer: “I will never again remember their sins.”


i.  We have eternal salvation and eternal forgiveness.  These are the greatest things God has ever done for us, and are the basis for all other blessings from God.

2.  “‘their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never again remember’.”

a.  This quote is taken from Jer 31:34, “‘They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, “Know the Lord,” for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,’ declares the Lord, ‘for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.’”


b.  God does not remember sins and our wrongdoing against Him and others because God forgives us.  This will be brought out in the next verse.


c.  Forgiveness means “no remembering.”  This principle is stated clearly in:



(1)  Ps 103:12, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”



(2)  Isa 43:25, “I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”



(3)  Heb 8:12, “because I will be merciful with regard to their unrighteousnesses, and I will never again remember their sins.’”



(4)  Micah 7:19, “He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot.  Yes, You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”


d.  How is it that God cannot not remember our sins and lawlessnesses against Him and others?  It is because He remembers what our Saviour did on the Cross as our High Priest, Redeemer, Mediator, and Savior.


e.  Part of the new covenant to the Church is that God will never again remember our sins against us.


f.  Part of the new covenant to Israel is that God will never again remember their sins against them.


g.  The forgiveness of ours sins by God is His great promise to those who believe in Him that He will do this.  Our faith in Christ is our trust and belief that God the Father will forgive us our sins because of what Christ has done for us.  Those who do not believe in Christ do not believe that God the Father will forgive them because of what Christ did for them.  This is why they blaspheme against the promise of God the Father, the work of Christ on the Cross, and the revelation of this truth by God the Holy Spirit.  And they do so by a system of works for forgiveness and salvation.
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