Heb 10:15



- is the continuative or additive use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And, Moreover, or In addition.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify to someone about something; to bear witness to someone about something.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a timeless fact that is always present in its action.


The active voice indicates that the Holy Spirit produces the action in the eternal word of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA plus the article and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “the Holy Spirit.”

“In addition the Holy Spirit also testifies to us;”

 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of measure (of extent of time) from the neuter singular articular perfect active infinitive from the verb EIPON, which means “after saying.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed action of something having been said.


The active voice indicates that Holy Spirit produced the action of stating something through Jeremiah.


The participle is substantival, being substantivized by the article as a noun, meaning “the statement” or “the saying.”

“for after the statement,”

Heb 10:15 corrected translation
“In addition the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after the statement,”
Explanation:
1.  “In addition the Holy Spirit also testifies to us;”

a.  The writer adds another point to the one he has just made.  He has just made the point that by means of one offering our High Priest has made perfect for all time those who are sanctified.  Now he is going to show that the Holy Spirit bears witness in Scripture that God will remember our sins and lawlessness no more.  And the conclusion he reaches is that because our Lord has made us perfect through His one offering for sins and provides forgiveness of our sins, there is no further need for any sacrifice for sins.  Thus there is no longer any need for the Levitical offerings, and by implication no longer any need for the Levitical priesthood.  This helps us understand why this letter was written.  The Levitical priesthood was about to be discontinued by the Roman army besieging the city of Jerusalem.  There had to be a “theological” or “doctrinal” reason for why God was discontinuing the service of the Levitical priesthood.  This letter was written in part to give that explanation.
 
b.  God the Holy Spirit is clearly identified here as the person of the Trinity making a true statement or bearing witness to believers about something.  That something will be the quote from Jer 31:33-34 given in the next two verses.


c.  Because the testimony of a human being from the Old Testament is here identified as really being from God the Holy Spirit this establishes another proof for the inspiration of Scriptures, which Paul dogmatically stated in 2 Tim 3:16, “All Scripture [is] God-breathed.”



(1)  The breathing process includes both inhale and exhale.



(2)  The Spirit inhales the thinking of God the Father and God the Son, Jn 16:13, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.”



(3)  The Spirit then exhales what He hears from God the Father and God the Son to the apostles, prophets, and writers of Scripture.



(4)  The communicator of God’s Word inhales the information from the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and then exhales it in either what he says or what he writes.



(5)  This breathing process is called by theologians the inspiration of Scripture.



(6)  Old Testament statements, not made by God in their contexts, are quoted as utterances of God in Mt 19:4f; Heb 3:7, “Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, ‘Today if you hear His voice;’” Acts 13:34f citing Gen 2:24; Ps 95:7; Isa 55:2.”


d.  The theological definition of inspiration is as follows: God the Holy Spirit so supernaturally directed the human writers of Scripture, that without waving their human intelligence, vocabulary, individuality, literary style, personality, personal feelings, or any other human factor, His complete and coherent message to mankind was recorded with perfect accuracy in the original languages of Scripture, the very words bearing the authority of divine authorship.


e.  This is called verbal plenary inspiration of the Scripture.



(1)  Verbal means that the Bible in its original words, from first to last, is the exact record of the mind and will of God as He intended it to be.



(2)  Plenary means the entire text is equally from God but not necessarily equally important or equally indispensable; for the Bible quotes human and satanic lies, and erroneous views of false prophets.  Therefore, inspiration guarantees the accuracy of what is there, but it does not condone or sponsor errors, evils, or falsehood; it merely explains them in detail.



(3)  Man is the instrument, but not the author of the word of God.  2 Pet 1:20-21, “Know this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation; for no prophecy was ever made by the design [will or purpose] of mankind, but men communicated from God, being carried along by means of the Holy Spirit.”  The Bible is not for ministers only, but for the entire congregation.


f.  The application of the doctrine of inspiration is found in Heb 10:35-36, “Therefore, do not throw away as worthless your confidence, which keeps on having rich distribution of blessing.  For you keep on having need of perseverance [persistence in perception, cognition, and inculcation of doctrine], in order that when you have accomplished the will of God, you may carry off for yourself the promise.”


g.  The word “also” refers to the previous quotation of Ps 40:7-9 in Heb 10:5-7 and the commentary on that passage in Heb 10:8-14.  Our Lord testifies to the fact that God the Father desired a perfect human sacrifice for the sins of the world, which Jesus Christ provided for the forgiveness of sins.  Now we also have the testimony of the Holy Spirit to the fact that there is the need for the forgiveness of sins, which is the basis for God establishing a new covenant with man.

2.  “for after the statement,”

a.  The writer now gives an explanation of what and how the Holy Spirit testifies to us.


b.  The writer does this by showing what the Holy Spirit first said through Jeremiah in Jer 31:33, “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws upon their heart, and on their mind I will write them,” before He says in Jer 31:34, “And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”


c.  The point of quoting this statement from Jeremiah is to prove that God promises to provide forgiveness of sin.


d.  This forgiveness of sin could only occur if the justice of God was propitiated with an offering for sin.


e.  The only offering for sin that satisfied the justice of God was the one offering of Christ for our sins.


f.  Now that the offering of Christ for our sins has been made and accepted by God the Father, Jesus Christ can institute His new covenant to Israel.  The Cross had to come before the Crown.  The First Advent had to deal with the sins of the world before the Second Advent could bring heaven on earth to all believers.
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