Heb 10:12



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, used in correlation with MEN in the previous verse, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, literally meaning “this one,” but used as a personal pronoun and translated “He,” referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective HEIS and the noun THUSIA, meaning “one sacrifice.”  This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, which means “for sins” in the sense of substitution: as a substitute for sins.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb PROSPHERW, meaning “to offer, bring, present” an offering.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire action from the standpoint of its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action as our High Priest.


The participle is a temporal participle, and should be translated “after having offered.”  The action of the aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb “He sat down.”

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure (of extent of time) from the neuter singular article and adjective DIĒNEKĒS, which means “without interruption, always, and when used of time, it means: for all time, without interruption; Heb 7:3.”

“but on the other hand He, after having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time,”

 - is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KATHIZW, which means “to sit down.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety from the standpoint of its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that our high priest has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular adjective DEXIOS, meaning “meaning “at the right side: at someone’s right: God’s Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3; 10:12; 1 Pet 3:22.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” and referring to God the Father.

“has sat down at the right side of God,”

Heb 10:12 corrected translation
“but on the other hand He, after having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, has sat down at the right side of God,”
Explanation:
1.  “but on the other hand He, after having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time,”

a.  The sentence thus far reads: “And yet, on the one hand, every priest stands, serving daily and offering the same sacrifices many times, which are never able to take away sins; but He, after having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God,”


b.  The contrast is clearly between:



(1)  the many priests and the one Priest;



(2)  the standing priests and the sitting Priest;



(3)  the priests serving daily and the Priest who rests for His service;



(4)  the multiple repeated offerings and the one offering;



(5)  the many times of the repeated offerings and the once and for all time offering of our Lord.


c.  The singularity of our Lord’s offering of Himself has now been emphasized in:



(1)  Heb 7:27, “who does not have the daily necessity, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, formerly for His own sins then for the ones [sins] of the people, because He did this once for all time, when He offered up Himself.”



(2)  Heb 9:24-28, “For Christ did not enter into a handmade holy place, a copy of the true [tabernacle], but into heaven itself to appear at the present time in the presence of God for us; nor [did He enter] in order that He might offer Himself many times, as the high-priest enters the sanctuary [holy of holies] annually with another’s blood, for otherwise, it is necessary that He suffer many times from the foundation of the world.  But as a matter of fact once at the completion of the ages He has been revealed for the purpose of the removal of sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  Furthermore just as it is certain for men to die once, and after this [there is] judgment, so also Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time without relation to sin for those who eagerly await Him for salvation.”



(3)  Heb 10:10, “By means of which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ one time.”


d.  The new information added in this statement is that our Lord’s offering of Himself as a sacrifice for sin is efficacious or effective for all time.



(1)  Our Lord’s propitiation of the justice and righteousness of God is eternal.



(2)  His sacrifice of Himself will always pay the price for our sinfulness on earth.



(3)  This makes our salvation as eternal as His sacrifice for sin is for all time.  (This also indirectly proves that there is time in the eternal state.  Time is not an illusion, but created by God for the benefit of His creatures.)



(4)  There will never be another sacrifice for sins.  There will never be another creation of creatures needing a sacrifice for sin.  What our Lord did was so perfect and so complete that it does not ever need to be repeated again.


e.  The greatest and hardest thing ever done by our Lord was done on the Cross in bearing our sins and being judged for them.  No human being will ever know what it is like to suffer judgment for sins.  Our Lord is the only person of the human race who ever suffers the full and final judgment of God for personal sin.  This is why He has now been exalted to the position of highest honor and authority at the right side of God the Father.

2.  “has sat down at the right side of God,”

a.  The writer continues with a paraphrase as in Heb 8:1 from Ps 110:1, which he quoted in Heb 1:3.  The previous statements referring to this same event are found in:



(1)  Heb 1:3, “Who, being the radiance of His [the Father’s] glory and the exact representation of His [the Father’s] essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right side of the Majesty on high,”



(2)  Heb 1:13, “But to which of the angels has He [God the Father] ever said,  ‘Sit down at My right side until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.’?”


(3)  Heb 8:1, “Now the main point in what is being said [is this], we have such a high priest, who has sat down at the right side of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,”


b.  This will again be emphasized in Heb 12:2, “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, disregarded the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”


c.  The exaltation of our Lord at the right side of the Father was first declared in the Church Age by Peter on the first day of the Church Age, Pentecost, Acts 2:32, “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.  Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear.  For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself says: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.”’”  Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ this Jesus whom you crucified.”


d.  The fact that our Lord’s place at the right side of God the Father is a place of rulership is declared in 1 Cor 15:25, “For it is necessary that He rule until He [God the Father] has placed all enemies under His [our Lord’s] feet.”


e.  This is also declared by Peter in 1 Pet 3:22, “Who is at the right hand of God, having proceeded into heaven, the angels, both the authorities and the powers, being made subordinate to Him.”


f.  The right side of God the Father is the place of exaltation of the humanity of Christ as our High Priest and Lord.  It is the highest place of honor and authority in heaven.


g.  Being seated emphasizes that our Lord’s work of offering Himself as a sacrifice for sin is finished, completed, and perfectly accepted, unlike the Levitical priests who are never authorized to sit down and whose work was never completed, because it was never efficacious.  As F. F. Bruce says in his commentary (p. 245), “A seated priest is the guarantee of a finished work and an accepted sacrifice.”
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