Heb 1:7



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Furthermore.”  Then we have the postpositive correlative particle MEN, which is used in correlation with the conjunction DE in the next verse, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the preposition PROS plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the masculine plural definite article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “with reference to or with respect to the angels.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say: He says.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of saying what follows.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Furthermore on the one hand with reference to the angels He says [Ps 104:4],”
- is the nominative masculine singular subjective from the articular present active participle of the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, manufacture, produce, etc.”

The definite article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “The One who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its time, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that God the Son produces the action as the creator of all things, including all angels, which proves His superiority over the angels, since He is their creator.


The participle is a substantival participle, functioning as a noun and the subject of the statement.  It can be translated “He who makes,” “The One who makes,” or “The One making.”

Then we have the double accusative of object and complement, in which the first accusative is the direct object and the second accusative predicates something about the first accusative.  First we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular definite article and noun AGGELOS with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His angels.”  This is followed by the accusative complement from the neuter plural noun PNEUMA, which means “winds, spirits.”  Nowhere else in Hebrews does the word PNEUMA means “wind” and it does not mean that here.
“‘The One making His angels spirits,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative masculine plural direct object from the definite article and noun LEITOURGOS with the third person masculine singular possessive genitive intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His servants or ministers.”  This is followed by the accusative complement from the feminine singular noun PHLOX, meaning “a flame” and the descriptive genitive neuter singular from the noun PUR, meaning “of fire.”
“and His ministers a flame of fire.’”
Heb 1:7 corrected translation
“Furthermore on the one hand with reference to the angels He says, ‘The One making His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire,’”
Explanation:
1.  “Furthermore on the one hand with reference to the angels He says [Ps 104:4],”

a.  The writer continues with another quotation from the Septuagint translation of the Hebrew to prove the superiority of the Lord Jesus Christ over angels.

b.  The writer will contrast his statement here with his statement in the next verse comparing what God the Father says with regard to the angels with what God the Father says with regard to His Son, Jesus Christ.

c.  First the writer notes what God the Father says regarding or with reference to the angelic creation.

2.  “‘The One making His angels spirits,”

a.  This quote comes from the Septuagint of Ps 104:4.  The Hebrew says, “Who makes the winds/spirits His messengers, flames of fire His ministers.”

b.  The subject of this statement is the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the creator of all things, including the angels, Col 1:16, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.”

c.  Jesus Christ created the angels and created them as spirit-beings.  They are spirits, being entirely different than human beings.  As spirits they are everlasting and cannot die.


d.  Since Jesus Christ is the creator of all angels, then He is obviously superior to them.  Having true humanity added to His eternal deity in hypostatic union does not change the fact that Jesus Christ is the creator of all angels, and therefore, superior to them.


e.  As the creator of the angelic realm, Jesus Christ has full and final authority over them as God.  Just because He also became true humanity in no way changes the fact that He is still the creator and thus the authority over God’s angels.

3.  “and His ministers a flame of fire,’”

a.  In addition to being the creator of all angels, the angels are His ministers, doing whatever is asked of them.

b.  Since the angels are the ministers of Christ going wherever He wants and doing whatever He wants, this also proves their inferiority to the person of the God-man, Jesus Christ.

c.  God uses the angels as His ministers just as God uses the forces of nature such as wind and fire to execute His will, plan, purpose, and judgments.


d.  “The point of the quotation…is to show that the angels are ministers—as verse 14 will confirm (“Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?”).”
  As servants and ministers of Jesus Christ, this quote serves to prove that the angels are subordinate to Christ.
� Ellingworth, Paul, NIV Greek Testament Commentary,  Eerdmans, 1993, page 120.
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