Heb 1:2



- is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of time, indicating the time within which an event takes place, translated: in the time of, at, on, for, during; ‘in the time of Elisha’ Lk 4:27; at the time of the exile Mt 1:11; 2 Pet 3:3; Heb 1:2; in the last time Jude 18; at the end of the times/ages 1 Pet 1:20.”
 With the preposition we have the neuter singular adjective ESCHATOS, meaning “last” plus the genitive feminine plural definite article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “days” plus the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these.”  This is a reference to the First Advent and all periods of human history which follow thereafter.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers everything our Lord has said and spoken through His Word to mankind (with emphasis on believers) and emphasizes it as a completed action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ, the Son of God the Father, has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us” and referring to all believers, especially to all Church Age believers.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means (It is not personal agency, which is expressed through the preposition HUPO plus the genitive and only by EN plus the instrumental of agency when the verb is in the middle or passive voice, which it is not here.) from the masculine singular qualitative use of the noun HUIOS.  “Although this should probably be translated “a Son” (there is no decent way to express this compactly in English), the force is clearly qualitative (though, of course, on the continuum it would be closer to the indefinite than the definite category).  The point is that God, in his final revelation, has spoken to us in one who has the characteristics of a son.  His credentials are vastly different from the credentials of the prophets (or from the angels, as the following context indicates).”
  However, the word HUIOS here does not refer to the class of ‘sons’ which exist in the human race, but to only one unique ‘son’.  This is a reference to the one and only Son of God, which makes HUIOS more definite than indefinite.  In English we emphasize the quality of a noun by adding the definite article the Son.
“in these last days has spoken to us by the Son,”
- is the first have of a double accusative—the accusative of the personal object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring back to the masculine singular noun HUIOS = Son.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to place, set; appoint, assign; make, consign.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the completed action of the entirety of what God the Father has done from God the Son.


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action of appointing, assigning, making His Son the heir of all things.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the other half of the double accusative—the accusative masculine singular impersonal object from the noun KLĒRONOMOS, which means “heir, beneficiary.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive neuter plural from the adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “of all things.”
“whom He [God the Father] has appointed heir of all things,”
- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by means of or through whom” and referring back to the Son.  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, manufacture, produce (in the sense of create); to accomplish.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the completed action of the creation and accomplishment of the ages or dispensations of human history.


The active voice indicates that God the Father planned the ages of divine dispensations of human history and God the Son executed the plan by creating each of them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative masculine plural direct object from the article and noun AIWN, which means “(1) a segment of time as a particular unit of history, age; but also means (2) world, and in the plural connotes the worlds or the universe.”
  Compare Heb 11:3, “By means of confidence in doctrine we understand that the worlds were created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made from the source of things which are visible.”
“through whom also He has made the universe.”

Heb 1:2 corrected translation
“in these last days has spoken to us by the Son, whom He [God the Father] has appointed heir of all things, through Whom also He has made the universe.”
Explanation:
1.  “in these last days has spoken to us by the Son,”

a.  The entire sentence now reads: “In many times and in various ways in the past God, having spoken to our ancestors through the prophets, in these last days has spoken to us by the Son, whom He [God the Father] has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He has made the ages.”

b.  The writer sets up a contrast between God speaking to us through the prophets in the past with speaking to us by the Son in the present.  The contrast is presented in three ways in this statement:


When

in the past



in these last days



Recipients
to our ancestors


to us



Agent

through the prophets


through the Son

c.  God has never stopped speaking or communicating to mankind.  There has been diversity in the means of revelation and progression in the revelation.  There have been commands, exhortations, invitations, stories, visions, dreams, mighty acts, miracles, theophanies, and the still small voice of the Holy Spirit.


d.  But all of God’s complete communication to mankind came in the person and work of the Son of God, Jesus Christ, our Lord.


e.  The emphasis of this entire sentence is on the person of our Lord Jesus Christ as the complete and final revelation of God to man.


f.  God has spoken.  There is nothing left for God to say.  He has said all that can be said.  He has communicated through His Son the greatest message God has for the world—for God so loved the world.


g.  This message has been extended in human history through the intercalation of the Church Age into human history, which was also a part of God the Father’s plan in eternity past and created by the Son of God in time.


h.  The basic problem the writer is facing is the believers to whom he writes have become dull of hearing, Heb 5:11, “Concerning Him we have much to say, and it is hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.”  He answers this problem with the first statement in his letter, “God has spoken.”



(1)  If God has spoken, and He has, then we owe God a hearing.



(2)  We don’t owe God a hearing one time and we have fulfilled our obligation.  We owe God a hearing every day.



(3)  God gives us each day to fulfill our obligation to hear what He has to say.



(4)  God has spoken, so that we may learn about His Son and all that His Son has done.



(5)  Every day of our life is dedicated to this great object.  This is what the spiritual life is really all about.


(6)  Without learning about, thinking about, and acting upon what we know about the Son of God, there is no point or purpose to our life.



(7)  God has spoken.  What right do we have to become dull of hearing?  None.


(8)  Being dull of hearing means that we are bored with hearing what God has to say.  When we are bored with what someone else has to say, it is because we think there is something more important that we should be doing with our mind rather than listening.  We think we should be listening to someone else, or talking ourselves, or doing something we think is more interesting.  We have become preoccupied with ourselves.  Being bored with God is being arrogantly preoccupied with ourselves.



(9)  Therefore, being dull of hearing has only one solution—listen carefully to what God has to say.  The writer goes right to the heart of the problem of the believers to whom he writes.


i.  There have been two great stages in divine revelation in human history—through the prophets and through the Son.  God saved the best for last.  The revelation of God through the Son is so far greater than all the revelation given by the prophets that it is no comparison at all.


j.  “All the successive acts and varying modes of revelation in the ages before Christ came did not add up to the fullness of what God had to say.  But when Christ came, the word spoken in him was indeed God’s final word.  The story of divine revelation is a story of progression up to Christ, but there is no progression beyond him.”


k.  The phrase “in these last days” is a technical term for the end of human history.  It ends the dispensations of the Hypostatic Union, the Church Age, the Tribulation, and the Millennial reign of Christ.


(1)  Paul used the same phrase in 2 Tim 3:1, “Now then, comprehend this, namely, that in the last days hard times will be imminent.”


(2)  James used the same phrase in Jam 5:3, “Your gold and silver have become tarnished.  In fact their corrosion will be for evidence against you, and it will eat your flesh like fire.  You have accumulated treasure in the last days.”



(3)  Peter used the same phrase in 2 Pet 3:3, “understanding (perceiving, realizing) this most importantly that mockers will come in the last days with ridicule, conducting themselves [living, following] on the basis of their own lusts.”


l.  God the Father has spoken to us by the Son.  This was a major emphasis of our Lord’s final thoughts to His disciples just before His arrest.


(1)  Jn 14:10, “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.”


(2)  Jn 14:24, “He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the message which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”


(3)  Jn 17:6-8, “I have manifested Your person to the men whom You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours and You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word.  Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.”
2.  “whom He [God the Father] has appointed heir of all things,”

a.  The writer adds another point to prove the superiority of the Son—the Son of God, Jesus Christ, has been appointed by God the Father as the heir of all things.

b.  The phrase “all things” refers to everyone in heaven and earth that has taken God’s side in the angelic conflict.  This includes all elect angels and all believers of human history.  These are the ‘all things’.



(1)  It does not include the material universe, because this our Lord will destroy at the end of human history and create a new heavens and new earth.



(2)  It does not include Satan, the fallen angels, or any unbeliever, because they have no inheritance with God, and therefore, are not a part of the inheritance given by the Father to the Son.



(3)  Does any son inherit the problems of his father?  No, or course not.  Our Lord does not inherit the problem of sin, sinfulness, or sinful creatures.

c.  Heirship is based on sonship.


(1)  You must be a son before you can become an heir.  There is only one son of God, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  When we believe in Christ, we enter the family of God (Gal 3:26, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”), and become joint-heirs with Christ (Rom 8:17, “Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God [the Father], and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we become fellow-sufferers, that we might also be glorified with Christ.”).  Therefore, we share all that He has.



(2)  Heirship is based on the death of another—our Lord Jesus Christ as a substitute for us, Rom 5:8.



(3)  Therefore heirship of the royal family is based on the new covenant, Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”


(4)  To inherit from God, one must possess life from God, i.e., eternal life, which is why the humanity of Christ had to be raised from the dead.  So to be an heir of God, you must have His perfect righteousness and eternal life.  All of the heirs of God have been justified by grace via imputed perfect righteousness from the justice of God, Tit 3:7, “in order that, having become righteous by means of His grace, we might become heirs of eternal life according to confident expectation.”



(5)  Therefore, faith in Christ is the qualification for this inheritance, Col 1:12, “Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us for a share in the inheritance of the saints by the light [of the word of God].”


d.  The appointment of Jesus Christ as heir of all things is also mentioned in other Scriptures.



(1)  Ps 2:8, “Ask of Me [God the Father], and I will surely give the nations as Your [God the Son] inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Your possession.”



(2)  Mt 28:18, “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.’”



(3)  Jn 5:27, “and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.”



(4)  Heb 2:8, “‘You have put all things in subjection under his feet.’ For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.”

3.  “through Whom also He has made the universe.”

a.  The writer adds one more item to the qualification of our Lord Jesus Christ as the final spokesman for God the Father.  Jesus Christ has made or created both the universe and the dispensations of human history.  The Greek word AIWN means both the worlds and ages or periods of time within human history.


(1)  A dispensation is a period of human history designed by God for a particular testimony in Satan’s appeal trial.  Each period of human history is designed for either God to provide testimony or Satan to provide testimony and/or for each party to cross-exam and rebut the testimony of the other.


(2)  The “ages” refer to the dispensations or time-periods of human history, such as the period of human history before the fall of man, the period between the fall of man and the universal flood, the period from the flood to the creation of the Jew, the period of the Jews prior to becoming a nation, the period of human history focusing on Israel as a nation, the period of human history focusing on the royal family of God or the Church, the Great Tribulation, the Second Advent and millennial reign of Christ.



(3)  God the Father planned all these periods of human history in eternity past as a part of His divine decree.



(4)  God the Son then made, manufactured, created, and produces these dispensations within human history.



(5)  God the Son is qualified to speak for God the Father because He is the creator of human history and the various times and dispensations of human history.



(6)  We need to listen to what God has to say, because God has designed all of human history, including everything to do with what is happening now in human history.



(7)  God the Father has spoken to us in these last days by the Son, through whom God the Father has also made the ages.  God the Father has designed our period of human history and has spoken to us specifically in and about our period of human history.  Therefore, we owe God a hearing right now about His message for us personally within our own personal history.


(8)  We have a critical need to listen to what the written word of God has to say about God the Son and what He has done and is doing for us right now in our present history.


b.  But the emphasis of the word AIWN here is on the creation of the universe, which Scripture clearly supports our Lord as doing.



(1)  Gen 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”



(2)  Ps 33:6, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host.”



(3)  Ps 33:9, “For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.”



(4)  Jn 1:3, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”



(5)  Rom 4:17, “(as it stands written, ‘I have made you [Abraham] a father of many nations.’) in the judgment of Him Whom he believed, the God [Jesus Christ] Who gives life to the dead ones, and calls those things which did not exist as existing”



(6)  Heb 1:2, “in these last days has spoken to us by the Son, whom He [God the Father] has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He has made the ages.”


(7)  2 Pet 3:5, “For while maintaining this, it escapes their notice that the heavens have continued to exist for a long time and the earth has continued because of water and through water by the word of God.”
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