The Flood And the Gilgamesh Epic


1.  The story of the flood is very popular in Babylonian literature.


a.  It is mentioned in the Sumerian king lists—the kings before the flood and the kings after the flood.


b.  The Sumerian flood story (called ZIUSUDRA, which is the name of the hero who saved the people.  The name means, “he who makes life long; he who was allowed to live forever.”)  This story was written in the Sumerian language, not in the Akkadian language.


c.  The Story of Atrahasis (which means, “the exceedingly wise one”).  This story says that the Babylonian gods couldn’t sleep because of man’s partying, so they were wiped out by the flood.  One of the gods named EA (Jesus Christ) warns Atrahasis (Noah). 


d.  Berorsus, a Babylonian priest of Marduk in 275 BC writes in Greek what he read in the Babylonian accounts.


e.  The Gilgamesh Epic.  Copies of this are dated from 1000-500 BC.  Some of the fragments of the Epic are found in the literature around the time of Hammarabi, c. 1700 BC.  The flood story is a part of this Epic.  Gilgamesh is he king of Uruk.  He goes looking for the secret of eternal life.  He finds a man named Utnapishnum, who has eternal life and talks with him.  Utnapishnum then tells him the story of eternal life.


f.  Gilgamesh is said in the Epic to be the king of Erech.  This city is mentioned in Gen 10:10.  Ham, the son of Noah, had a son named Cush, who then had a son named, Nimrod.  Nimrod was the first king of the cities of Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, Gen 10:6-10.

Comparison of the Genesis account with the Gilgamesh Epic

Genesis Account

The flood occurs because of the sinfulness of mankind.

The emphasis is on Noah warning others of the coming flood.

The ark has three stories and is rectangular in shape.

Only Noah’s immediate family is saved.

The cause of the flood is water from below the earth as well as 40 days and nights of rain.

The landing place is Mt Arrarat.

A raven and 3 doves sent out.

A rainbow exists after the flood is over.

Noah dies.

No reason is given for why the flood occurs.

No announcement to others is given; the flood is a secret.

The ark has six stories and is a cube.

More people went on the ark—broader family relations and craftsmen who helped him.

Rains only 7 days and six nights.

Landing place is Mt. Nisir

A dove, swallow, and raven sent out.

No rainbow.

Man and his wife are made immortal.

The skeleton of both stories is the same, but the flesh is different.  The Epic preserves a memory of what is contained in the biblical account.

