Genesis Chapter 6


Gen 6:1

a.  Translation: “Now it came to pass, when mankind began to become many on the face of the inhabited earth, that daughters were being born to them.”


1.  The word  is the hiphil perfect third masculine singular from the verb HALAL, which means “to begin.”


2.  The word is the inseparable preposition L with the qal infinitive construct from the verb RABAB meaning “to become many; to become great.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Moses now takes us back a few generations into the antediluvian civilization when the population began to explode because of the longevity of life.



2.  After about the first 1000 years of this dispensation, the population was expanding rapidly.  People were being born probably a hundred times faster than they were dying.  This was necessary to populate the earth with witnesses in Satan’s appeal trial.



3.  Naturally, a lot of women were being born.



4.  Since these women came from the perfect gene pool of Eve, they were probably the healthiest, best looking, most intelligent group of women who have ever lived.

Gen 6:2

a.  Translation: “Then the sons of God [fallen angels] watched the daughters of mankind because they were beautiful.  Therefore they took for themselves wives from all which they selected.”


1.  The phrase is translated “sons of God” and refers to angels.  Here, it refers specifically to the fallen angels.  This phrase is used four other times in the Old Testament and all of these occurrences are references to angels.




(a)  Gen 6:4, “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.”



(b)  Job 1:6, “Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them.”



(c)  Job 2:1, “Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them to present himself before the Lord.




(d)  Job 38:7, “When the morning stars sang together And all the sons of God shouted for joy?”
 

2.  The Hebrew words are the Waw consecutive plus the qal imperfect of the verb RA’AH, which means much more than just “to see.”  It means, “to gaze at; to look intently at; to observe, watch; to consider; to give attention to; to perceive; to notice.”  These angels watched women every day.  They looked intently at everything they did.  They observed and perceived and learned all about women.  Then they began paying attention to them.



3.  The word is the feminine plural adjective TOV, which means “pleasant, agreeable, delightful; happy, joyful; good, excellent; pleasing to the eyes, beautiful.”  Not only were the women of this dispensation very beautiful, but they were also fun to be with.



4.  The word is the qal perfect third masculine plural from the verb BACHAR, which means, “to choose, select.”  The angels could have any woman they wanted.  And each of these angels had several wives.  Almost all of the women fell for these angels and had sexual relations with them.


b.  Explanation:



1.  A select group of fallen angels were assigned the task by Satan of watching the women of the human race, in order to gather evidence for Satan in his appeal trial.



2.  After intently watching the women of the human race for several hundred years, this group of fallen angels began to notice and learn that these women were extraordinarily beautiful and that they had great personalities.  The beauty of these women got the angels attention, but their desire to have fun, be entertained, and have sex is what kept their attention.  Things haven’t changed.



3.  So these angels probably asked permission of Satan to have sex with them.  This gave Satan the great idea of how he could destroy true humanity by creating a super race of human being that were also half angels.



4.  It is very interesting that the Bible here says that these angels “took wives for themselves.”



(a)  This is a common phrase in the Old Testament for a man taking a wife for himself.




(b)  This is a reference to marriage.  There was marriage between these angels and these women.  These marriages were illegitimate in God’s eyes, but apparently the women treated these marriages as if they were legitimate.




(c)  This must have made things very interesting.





(1)  Since eventually all the women except four got married to angels, all the men got left out.  There was nothing they could do about it.  They couldn’t kill the angels.





(2)  The verse says that the angels had “wives” in the plural, which means that they were practicing polygamy, just as Lamech, the great grandson of Cain, had done.





(3)  The women enjoyed the angels so much they didn’t mind the polygamy nor did they miss not having a true human man.





(4)  As the women got older and less beautiful physically, their husbands, the angels just stayed as handsome as ever.



5.  The phrase “from all they selected” indicates that the angels could have any woman they wanted.  The angels were so much more handsome, sexy, entertaining, intelligent, and interesting than men that every women wanted to have an angel for a husband.  The women in spiritual death were dying to have an angel husband as much as the angels were anxious to have sex with the women.

Gen 6:3

a.  Translation: “Then the Lord proceeded to say, ‘My Spirit will not plead the cause of God among men indefinitely, because he is also flesh.  Therefore his days will be one hundred and twenty years.”


1.  The phrase is the negative LO’ with the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb DIN, which means: 1. act as judge, minister judgment 2. plead the cause of someone 3. execute judgment, vindicate, 4. requite. 5. govern. 6. contend.”


2.  The phrase is the preposition L, meaning “for” with the masculine singular noun ‘OLAM, which has many meanings but is used here to describe a period of time in the future which can be translated literally “for an indefinite period of time,” which we shorten to an adverb “indefinitely.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  The human race had become so corrupt from the rejection of the divine institution of marriage that the supreme court of heaven pronounces judgment upon the corrupt human race.



2.  Women rejected the divine institution of marriage and accepted the satanic institution of marriage, which was co-habitation between angels and women.



3.  This resulted in a number of things:




(a)  The divine institution of marriage between men and women declined to almost non-existence.  Males were rejected as objects of marriage.




(b)  True humanity was reduced to only a few people.  Most creatures on the earth were the children of angels and women.  Therefore, they were half-angels and half-human.




(c)  As the half-angel/half-human children intermarried with each other, the corruption of true humanity continued to spread throughout the human race.




(d)  The supreme court of heaven sets a time limit on how long this status will continue to exist—120 years.




(e)  The period of 120 years is exactly how long it will take until Noah has three sons, who all reach the age of marriage, and the Lord provides right women for each of them who are also true humanity.




(f)  Noah’s sons were 100 years old at the time of the flood.  Therefore, God announced this decision twenty years before Noah had any children.




(g)  This announcement was probably given to Noah, who “walked with God.”  As a friend of God, the Lord Jesus Christ would not withhold this information from His friend.




(h)  Therefore, Noah knows that he only has 120 years left before the flood, and has to wait twenty years prior to having children.  Then his sons will help him in building the ark.



4.  God the Holy Spirit pleads the cause of God the Father and God the Son with the human race.  The manner of this pleading is patterned after the manner of a courtroom presentation of evidence by an attorney.




(a)  God the Holy Spirit doesn’t plead with mankind to believe in Christ based on emotion.




(b)  God the Holy Spirit presents the facts objectively.




(c)  God is not willing that any should perish, not even the half-angel/half-human creatures at the end of the antediluvian civilization.  But God the Holy Spirit does not coerce anyone through emotional pleading.




(d)  There is no evidence in Scripture that any of the half-angel/half-human creatures ever believed in Christ.  This plus the corruption of true humanity were the two reasons for the judgment of the flood.




(e)  The line of Christ had to come through true humanity.  There could not even be the remotest connection with angels or our Lord would be completely disqualified to go to the Cross.




(f)  The phrase “because he is also flesh” indicates that mankind had been corrupted not only by the fall of Adam, which created the old sin nature, but also because mankind had been corrupted by the angelic infiltration.

Gen 6:4

a.  Translation: “The Nephilim were on the earth in those days.  Therefore also afterwards, when the sons of God proceeded to enter into the daughters of mankind, then they [the daughters of mankind] had children by them.  They were the mighty ones who were from antiquity, men of fame.”


1.  The Nephilim:




(a)  This is the Hebrew word , (also found in Num 13:33) which comes from the verb NAPHAL, which means, “to fall.”



(b)  As a masculine plural noun, we could translate this word “the fallen ones.”  There is also a masculine noun NEPHEL, which means “miscarriage, abortion.”  The title “the miscarriaged ones” makes no sense for creatures who are alive.




(c)  The word “giants” comes from the LXX translation of the Hebrew, which uses the Greek word GIGANTES, which comes from the Greek adjective GIGANTEIOS, which means “gigantic.”  Also a GIGANTOLETES was a “giant-killer.”  In Greek mythology there is also the word GITAS, which means “giants” and is used for a rebellious race, destroyed by the gods.  The true Hebrew word for “giant” is the word RAPHAH.




(d)  The New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exegesis says, “The term itself almost certainly means “fallen ones,” whether morally fallen in the general sense or fallen from (i.e., cast out of) heaven in a more specific sense.”


2.  The Hebrew word is the definite article and the mp noun GIBOR, which means “strong, mighty ones.”


3.  The Hebrew word is the definite article with the noun SHEM, which means, “name” and is also used in the sense of “fame, reputation, glory,” i.e., someone who has made a name for themselves.


b.  Explanation:



1.  This verse has one main thought, which is given in several parts.



2.  The main thought is that there was a race of creatures on the earth that were neither BENI HA ELOHIM nor HA ADAM, that is, neither the sons of God—the fallen angels, or mankind—true humanity.



3.  The first sentence is a statement of fact that this race of creatures existed on the earth during the antediluvian civilization prior to the flood.



4.  The next sentence explains that they existed on the earth after the sons of God (the fallen angels) had sexual relations with the daughters of mankind (true humanity) and produced offspring.



5.  These offspring were called the Nephilim by Moses, using the frame of reference of giant human beings who occupied the land of Canaan.  Moses used a name common to his audience to describe what the half-human/half-angelic race of beings was like.  The Jews who read this could relate to the “Nephilim” who lived in the land of Israel prior to their arrival there.



6.  Having given the Jews in his day something to which their frame of reference could orient, Moses then goes on to describe where these creatures came from and who they really were.



7.  Moses describes these creatures as being the children of the sons of God, which is a title for a section of the fallen angels, who had bodies similar to human beings (close enough genetically that the chromosomes from the angelic sperm could match with the human female ovum to produce a fetus).



8.  The last sentence describes these half human/half angelic creatures as the famous mighty men around whom mythology was created.  They were the children of the “gods” or fallen angels described in Greek and Roman mythology.  HA NEPHILIM means “the fallen ones.”  They are the subject of all the mythology of Greece, Rome, Canaan, and Germany.



9.  Notice that in this passage, three categories of creatures are mentioned:  HA ADAM is true humanity, BENI HA ELOHIM are angels with bodies, and HA NEPHILIM are the progeny of the first two combined, i.e., half-human, half-angelic creatures.



10.  Num 13:33, “There we also saw giants [Nephilim], the sons of Anach [part of the Nephilim], and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and we were in their sight.”  They were giants, not the Nephilim of Gen 6.



11.  Half-human and half-demonic creatures had superb strength and super intellect.



12.  These are the Greek heroes of antediluvian times.  They include Orpheus, Perseus, Theseus, Minos, Hercules, Jason, Pelius, Castor, and Pollux.  They are in contrast to the later heroes of the Trojan War, like Ulysses, Aeschylus, and Ajax, who were humans in postdiluvian times.  So the Nephilim included people of great power and intellect, like Dionysus or Bacchus, Anthion, Aesculapius the great physician, Prometheus, Pelops, Apollo.



13.  As a result of this demon attack, the fallen angels involved were confined to Tartarus, the third compartment of Sheol or Hades.



14.  The demons who function in the postdiluvian civilization under the command of Satan no longer have sexual capabilities; they are disembodied spirits.



15.  So note the distinction between fallen angels. 




(a)  In the antediluvian civilization, the demons who invaded  the earth had angelic bodies and sexual capabilities.  With their bodies, these demons were able to have sex with human females, resulting in the satanic attempt to destroy true humanity on the earth.  It almost succeeded except for the grace of God in the cataclysmic universal flood.




(b)  In the postdiluvian civilization, all demons are disembodied spirits, and therefore limited to the following functions: demon possession, which is the demon invasion of the human body and taking it over, and demon influence, which is the infiltration of Satanic or false doctrine into the human soul as per 1 Tim 4:1-2.



16.  Jude 6 tells what happened to the first category of demons who infiltrated the human race.  “And the angels which kept not their status quo but abandoned their proper place of residence [in the second heavens], He has guarded them in eternal chains under thick darkness for the judgment of the great day.”  Tartarus is described as “chains of thick darkness” in all Greek literature.



17.  These demons are mentioned again in 2 Pet 2:4, “For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned [Gen 6:2], but incarcerated them in pits of darkness [in Tartarus], reserved for judgment.”


18.  Could the Nephilim be saved?




(a)  The answer to this question depends on a number of facts in Scripture.





(1)  Jesus Christ died spiritually on the Cross, being judged for the sins of the world.





(2)  All true human beings are born physically alive and spiritually dead because of the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed old sin nature.





(3)  The old sin nature is passed down through the male sperm to the female ovum.





(4)  The female ovum provides twenty-three pure chromosomes.





(5)  Spiritual death occurs under three conditions:






i.  At birth when God imputes Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed old sin nature.






ii.  Whenever a perfect creature uses his own volition to commit sin, which is what both Satan and Adam did.






iii.  When a perfect human being voluntarily accepts condemnation and judgment of spiritual death as our Lord did on the Cross.  His spiritual death is unique.





(6)  Anyone who is born has to have human life imputed to them.  Only God can create a soul.  Satan does not have the power to create a soul.





(7)  Only the soul is saved, not the body.





(8)  In order for the Nephilim to be saved, they have to first be condemned.





(9)  In order for the Nephilim to be condemned, they have to be spiritually dead.





(10)  In order for the Nephilim to be spiritually dead, the angelic fathers have to pass on an “angelic sin nature” which is passed on genetically to the Nephilim or they had to sin of their own free will as Adam and Satan did.





(11)  The angels who had sexual relations with the women are said to have “sinned” in 2 Pet 2:4 (see above).





(12)  Therefore, these angels had an angelic sin nature which could be passed on genetically in procreation.  The Nephilim also committed personal sins, becoming spiritually dead through their own volition.





(13)  Therefore, the Nephilim were born with physical life, soul life, and probably had or acquired a sin nature.





(14)  Adam’s original sin could not be imputed to an angelic sin nature, but a sin nature could be acquired by these creatures in the same manner as Adam acquired his—through an act of his own volition.





(15)  Christ did not bear the sins of any angels on the Cross.





(16)  These half human/half angels acquired a sin nature in the same manner as Satan and Adam, and therefore were spiritually dead as the fallen angels.





(17)  The unending life of their angelic fathers could not be passed on to them, only their biological life.





(18)  Where God imputes soul life, He intends for that soul to live forever, and He is not willing that any should perish.





(19)  However, Satan introduced creatures into testimony that were not intended by God to be a part of the appeal trial.  But since God imputed soul life to them, He intended for them to have the opportunity to be saved.





(20)  We have no record that any of the Nephilim ever believed in Christ.  Why?  Being half angel, they probably believed as Satan and the fallen angels believed—that they have no need of salvation.




(b)  Therefore, Satan made an ingenious attempt to confuse the issue of the Cross and salvation and the angelic conflict by introducing a super race of half-angels/half humans into the angelic conflict.  Satan had hoped to raise two arguments against the justice of God.





(1)  If God is not willing to provide salvation for all human beings even if they are half angel, then God is not fair.





(2)  If God does provide salvation for all human beings, including those who are half angels, then why not provide a salvation for a full angel?




(c)  Both of these arguments are false issues in the appeal trial.




(d)  So the answer to the question is “Yes, the Nephilim could be saved.  But apparently none ever believed in Christ”  Why?  Because they were not true humanity.  Their angelic nature led them to believe they had no need of salvation.  This is why we have no record of any of this race of creatures ever believing in Christ and why the Scripture is silent on their salvation.  They were a false issue raised by Satan in his appeal trial, and their evidence is immaterial to the trial.

Gen 6:5
Translation: “Therefore the Lord saw that the evil of mankind was great on the earth.  Consequently, every purpose of the thoughts of his mind is exclusively evil all the time.”


1.  The Hebrew word  is the feminine singular construct form of the noun RA‘AH, which means “evil.”


2.  The word is the noun YETSER which refers to what is framed or formed in the mind—the “imagination, purpose.”


3.  The word is the feminine plural construct from the noun MACHSHAVAH, which means “thought; device, plan, purpose; invention.”


4.  The word is the masculine singular construct form with the third masculine singular suffix from the noun LEV, which means “mind.”  It is frequently translated “heart” but always refers to the thinking part of the mentality of the soul of man.


b.  Explanation:



1.  The main characteristic of the thoughts of all the fallen angels who had sex with human women was evil all the time.



2.  The main characteristic of the thoughts of all the Nephilim, who were the children of these unholy marriages, was evil all the time.



3.  The main characteristic of the thoughts of all of the men during the end of the antediluvian civilization who were no longer attractive to the women was evil all the time.



4.  The main characteristic of the thoughts of all the women who just wanted to be with their angels was evil all the time.



5. Evil is a system of thinking.  The main characteristic of the thinking of evil is “You can do whatever you want and you don’t need God in your life.”  This was the modus operandi, which resulted from this system of thinking introduced by Satan into the human race at the fall of mankind.




(a)  By a vast majority, people thought they had no need of God in their lives.  They didn’t need to be saved; they didn’t need a spiritual life; they didn’t need anything except to enjoy each other.




(b)  If they wanted something, they just took it.  As we shall see, violence was the order of the day.  Criminality always results from evil as a system of thinking.




(c)  Evil wants to do whatever it wants without restraint from self, parents, law, society or God.




(d)  Evil wants to do whatever feels good; whatever benefits oneself at that moment, whatever is best for self.




(e)  Evil is arrogant, selfish, and preoccupied with its own pleasures, desires, and entertainment, whether those pleasures and desires are in the realm of being super moral or being super immoral.




(f)  Evil is obsessed with what it wants.  This is why it cannot stop thinking about that for which it lusts.




(g)  Evil will stop at nothing to get what it wants.  It does not care who it hurts, or what others think.




(h)  Once evil is firmly planted in the mind as a system of thinking and operating, it is almost impossible to remove.  Faith in Christ is the only solution.




(i)  However, when you have no interest in God, and reject every offer of evangelization, then there is nothing left for God to do except remove that evil from the human race before the entire human race is destroyed.




(j)  The greatest danger to the human race is not some evil empire, or evil dictator, or evil function in a society, but the continuation of an evil system of thinking which spreads unabated through a group, a society, or a nation.



6.  Evil as Satan’s way of life became the predominant way of life during the antediluvian civilization.

Gen 6:6

a.  Translation: “Therefore the Lord was grieved because He had made mankind on the earth.  Consequently, He was hurt in His mind.”


1.  The Hebrew word is the W consecutive with the third masculine singular niphil imperfect from the verb NACHAM, which means “to be sorry; to be moved to pity; to have compassion, to suffer grief; to console oneself.”  The meaning “to suffer grief” is probably the best meaning here, since it fits theologically with the same concept of God the Holy Spirit being grieved by the sinful state of Church Age believers.



a.  The LXX translates this Hebrew verb with the Greek verb e)nqume/omai, which means: 1. to lay to heart, consider well, reflect on, ponder; b. to think much or deeply of a thing, c. when followed by a relative, as by  ,  to consider that,  2. to take to heart, be hurt or angry at;  3. to think out a thing, form a plan;  4. to infer, conclude.”  Meaning number 2, “to be hurt” comes closest to the meaning of the Hebrew.




b.  The Hebrew and Greek verbs both express the idea that God was grieved or hurt in His thinking because mankind had turned its back on God and generally refused to believe in Christ.  Those who had believed in Christ were few and generally in reversionism, thinking evil all the time, as we saw in the previous verse.




c.  This is an anthropopathism, which expresses the thinking of God in human language, in order that we might understand God through our frame of reference.  God is perfect happiness at all times; He cannot be grieved.  But the Bible uses human language of accommodation that we might understand the thinking, plans, judgments of God from our own frame of reference.



2.  The Hebrew word is the W consecutive with the third masculine singular hithpael imperfect from the verb ‘ATSAV.




(a)  In the Hebrew this verb means “to be hurt, to be in pain, to be grieved; to be angry.”  Here the best translation is “to be hurt.”



(b)  In the Greek translation of the Hebrew, the verb is the aorist passive indicative of the verb DIANOEOMAI, which means “to think over; to meditate; to be disposed in such and such a way; to consider.”  None of these meaning match the Hebrew, but then the LXX also did not include the last phrase of the Hebrew “in His mind.”



(c)  So the best solution here is to stick with the Hebrew verb, which means “to be hurt.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  This verse gives us in human language and thought a glimpse into the eternal mind of our Lord Jesus Christ.



2.  The whole point of creating mankind was to resolve the angelic conflict, but our Lord wanted to do this in such a way that billions of human beings in each phase of Satan’s appeal trial would receive eternal salvation.



3.  Every civilization and every dispensation is designed to have millions of believers as witnesses for Christ.



4.  God the Father loved the world of human beings so much that He gave His uniquely born Son that whosoever believes in Him would have eternal life.



5.  God the Son loved the world of human beings so much that He volunteered to go to the Cross and do everything necessary to provide eternal salvation for anyone who believes.



6.  God the Holy Spirit loves the human race so much that He tries every means possible to make the human being aware of the existence of God, and then make the message of salvation a reality to them that they might believe and have eternal life.



7.  Most people in the antediluvian civilization were not interested in knowing about God and would not believe.



8.  This grieved all three members of the Trinity and hurt our Lord in His mind, knowing what was available for them, and yet being rejected as unimportant by the human race.



9.  God had done all that could be done for mankind, but most people just were not interested.  They would rather fight each other, enjoy their pleasures, be entertained, and generally live their lives without being bothered by God.



10.  There is nothing new under the sun.  Nothing has changed much during the course of human history.

Gen 6:7

a.  Translation: “So the Lord proceeded to say, ‘I will wipe out mankind whom I have created from upon the face of the ground, from mankind even to animals even to insects and even to the birds of the heavens, because I am grieved that I have made them.’”  


1.  The Hebrew word is the first common singular qal imperfect from the verb MACHAH, which means “to wipe out, to blot out, to obliterate.”


2.  The Hebrew word is the 1cs niphil perfect from the verb NACHAM, which means “to be sorry; to be moved to pity; to have compassion, to be grieved; to console oneself.”    The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Vol. II, by Harris, Archer, and Waltke, says this about the verb NACHAM, “God relents or changes his dealings with men according to his sovereign purposes.  On the surface, such language seems inconsistent, if not contradictory with certain passages which affirm God’s immutability: “God is not a man...that he should repent” (1 Sam 15:9 cf. verse 11); “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind” (Ps 110:4).  When NACHAM is used of God, however, the expression is anthropopathic and there is not ultimate tension.  From man’s limited, earthly, finite perspective it only appears that God’s purposes have changed.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Since true humanity had been corrupted throughout the earth, there was only one solution for God—complete and total annihilation of the all who were not true humanity.



2.  The corruption of evil is so complete that even the animal kingdom must be destroyed.  You will notice that the fish of the sea are not mentioned.  They will survive.



3.  God will wipe out all of the false testimony and immaterial evidence, which Satan has introduced into the appeal trial.  The jury will disregard all this so-called “evidence” presented by Satan.



4.  God changes His mind concerning the continuation of the Nephilim on the earth.  Why?




(a)  The Nephilim may have been created with immortal as well as human life.




(b)  Just as God would not permit mankind to remain in the garden of Eden and eat from the tree of life and have immortal life in a state of spiritual death, so God must end the life of the Nephilim.




(c)  By ending the physical life of the Nephilim, God ends their immortal life as well.




(d)  Therefore, the flood will not only remove the false evidence Satan has introduced in his appeal trial, but it will also restore only true humanity on the earth, so that our Lord Jesus Christ may come as true humanity.

Gen 6:8

a.  Translation: “But Noah had found favor in the eyes of the Lord.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  The masculine singular noun HEN means “favor, grace.”


2.  This verse is a statement of the salvation of Noah.




(a)  Noah was true humanity all the way.




(b)  He also believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal savior.




(c)  He did not have to keep the Mosaic Law to be saved, because there was no Mosaic Law.  Keeping the Mosaic Law is not necessary for salvation.




(d)  Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord because he had faith alone in Christ alone.




(e)  Any person in any dispensation who believes in Christ immediately becomes the beneficiary of grace.




(f)  Grace is all that God is free to do for man based upon the work of Christ on the Cross.



3.  The categories of grace given to Noah.




(a)  Logistical grace blessings—everything necessary to keep Noah alive on earth: food, water, shelter, clothing, etc.




(b)  A spiritual life with the Lord (we see more about this in the next verse): virtue, honor, and integrity.




(c)  Special blessings in time: a wife, his children, his family, friends, wealth, success, and promotion—the Noahic covenant.




(d)  Blessing by association to others.




(e)  Dying blessing.




(f)  Heritage blessings to his family and loved ones.

Gen 6:9

a.  Translation: “These are the generations of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, having integrity in his own generation.  With God Noah walked.”


1.   The Hebrew word (TOLDOTH) is the feminine plural noun, meaning “generations,” especially in genealogies, where it refers to the account of a man and his descendants; successive generations of families;  genealogical divisions by parentage.



2.  The Hebrew word (TSADIQ) is one of the most famous words in Scripture. It is an adjective which means “just, righteous, lawful, correct.”


3.  The Hebrew word   (TAMIM) is an adjective which means, “complete, whole, entire,  sound, healthful, or having integrity when used of men; a man of integrity.   When the neuter adjective is used as a substantive, it means “what is complete, entirely in accord with truth and fact; integrity.”


4.  The Hebrew phraseis the preposition B with the noun DOR and a third masculine singular suffix “his.”  The word DOR has several meanings:




(a)  It refers to the circle of a man’s lifetime (Gen 3:19).  It is used this way in Gen 15:16 to cover an extended period of time over four generations (400 years).




(b)  It is used form the circle of a man’s life from his birth until the birth of his offspring.




(c)  It is used for a period or age of time whether in the past or future.




(d)  It is used for one group as related to another group by natural descent as in the phrase “throughout your generations.”



(e)  A special use of the fourth sense above is to mean simply “contemporaries” in the sense of “in his own generation and those immediately contiguous.”  This is its use here and is attested by both BDB Lexicon and the Theological Wordbook of the OT.



5.  The Hebrew verb HALAK means, “to walk.”  But it also has a figurative meaning in the hithpael stem, which we have here, which means, “to live.”  This same metaphorical meaning is also found in the Greek.


b.  Explanation:



1.  The phrase “These are the generations of Noah” is Moses’ introduction of a new topic—the story of Noah.



2.  The most important thing about Noah is mentioned first by Moses—Noah was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  “Noah was a righteous man” is a reference to the fact that Noah was a believer.



3.  The next most important thing about Noah is that he had “integrity in his own generation.”



(a)  This is a reference to the fact that Noah was a mature believer.




(b)  Noah had more integrity than any other person in the entire antediluvian dispensation with the possible exception of Enoch.




(c)  Integrity takes time to develop.  You don’t just wake up one day and have integrity.




(d)  Integrity comes from learning the truth, believing the truth, and then thinking, deciding, and acting upon that truth.




(e)  Noah loved the word of God so much that all he wanted to do was learn about the person of Christ.  This is the meaning of the phrase “he walked with God.”


4.  Noah lived his life in a state of occupation with Christ.  He did not do anything unless it was compatible with the will of God for his life.



5.  Noah was neither perfect nor sinless, but he did have a love of truth, a love of the Lord Jesus Christ, and lived his life based upon the word and will of God.  He did this more than any man in his generation, which was his essential preparation for the coming crisis.

Gen 6:10

a.  Translation: “Now Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Cham, and Japheth.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  As we saw in Gen 5: Noah was 500 years old when he became the father of these three boys.  



2.  There is no indication that these boys were triplets, so they were probably born three years apart beginning when Noah was about 500 years old.



3.  Noah waited longer than anyone else in his dispensation to have children because of his special relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Noah was destined for a unique mission on behalf of the Lord—to be saved by the Lord through a cataclysmic judgment of God.  Noah and his family are the only people to ever survive this type of judgment from God, because God promised He would never judge the world in this manner again.



4.  Noah needed to have a very special relationship with God in order to trust God enough to believe what He was going to do and act upon it in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary.



5.  Noah needed to wait to have sons so that they were still young enough to not come under the influence of Satan’s antediluvian evil system.  They were not only blessed by association with Noah but needed to have their own special relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ as new believers.

Gen 6:11

a.  Translation: “Now the earth was corrupted in the estimation of God.  Furthermore, the earth was filled with ruthlessness.”


1.  The Hebrew word is the 3fs niphil imperfect from the verb SHACHATH, which means “to be spoiled, ruined, corrupted.”


2.  The Hebrew word is the 3fs niphil imperfect from the verb MALA’, which means “to be filled with.”


3.  The Hebrew word  is the masculine singular noun CHAMAS, which means “violence, wrong — specifically it is used of physical violence; but also wrong, including injurious language, harsh  treatment (of wrong done to Sarah by Hagar); in general it is used of rude wickedness, ruthlessness.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  “The earth” is a reference to the inhabitants of the earth, both mankind and the Nephilim.



2.  The inhabitants of the earth were corrupt in two ways.




(a)  The sons of God or fallen angels had corrupted true humanity with the introduction of the Nephilim.




(b)  The Nephilim and the human beings on the earth were without constraint on their sin natures.



3.  Conditions had degenerated so badly on the earth that everyone was at each other’s throats.



4.  Gang violence was the order of the day.  People were harsh, cruel, rude, hateful, and violent toward each other.  Impersonal love was non-existent.



5.  There was no respect for privacy, property, or the life of others.  Everyone was out for himself or herself.



6.  Moral and immoral degeneracy were at an all-time high.  The only worse period of human history will be the Tribulation, which will make the antediluvian civilization look like child’s play.



7.  A further explanation of this concept is given in the next verse.

Gen 6:12

a.  Translation: “Therefore, God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupted because all flesh had perverted their manner of life [moral character] on the earth.”


1.  The Hebrew word is the third masculine singular hiphil perfect from the verb SHACHATH, which means “to spoil, ruin, damage, destroy; pervert, corrupt.”


2.  The Hebrew word    is the masculine singular noun, meaning “way, road, distance, journey, manner; it is used figuratively “of the course of life, or action,  undertakings, of moral action and character.”  That is exactly how it is used here—the manner of life, the moral character of a person.


b.  Explanation:



1.  This verse is the expanded explanation of the idea introduced in the previous verse that all the inhabitants of the earth were corrupt.



2.  They had perverted their manner of life.  They had destroyed their moral character.



3.  The divine laws of establishment had been totally rejected by all of mankind.




(a)  There was complete disregard for the privacy of others.




(b)  Everyone was trying to control everyone else.  This was an attack on free will.




(c)  There was no respect for the property of others.




(d)  There was no respect for the divine institution of marriage.  All the women were having sex with angels or half-angels/half-humans.




(e)  There was complete rejection of parental authority.




(f)  Criminal violence was at an all-time high.




(g)  There was no respect for the rulership of the head of the family.




(h)  Everyone was a law unto themselves.



4.  There was a complete breakdown of society and law and order.



5.  No one was living on the basis of their own honesty, virtue, integrity (except Noah, Methuselah and probably a few others).



6.  Everything was only evil, violence, hatred, and arrogance continually by everyone.

Gen 6:13

a.  Translation: “Then God proceeded to say to Noah, ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me because the earth has become filled with ruthlessness because of them.  Now behold, I am destroying them with the earth.’”


1.  The Hebrew verb is the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb BO’, which means “to come in the sense of “to approach, to arrive.”


2.  The Hebrew phrase  is the W consecutive with the particle of interjection HINEH with a first common singular suffix “I.”  Then we have the masculine singular hiphil participle from the verb SHACHATH (meaning “to destroy”—see above) with a third masculine plural suffix.  It is translated “Now behold, I am destroying them.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  God tells Noah ahead-of-time what is going to happen.  Why?  Because Noah is true humanity, a believer in Christ, a mature believer, and living the spiritual life God has designed for him.  In other words, Noah is living in the geographical, viewpoint, and operational will of God.




(a)  Those believers who are negative to doctrine never know what hits them when the supreme court of heaven begins to judge.




(b)  Those who have learned doctrine and are living the spiritual life are ready for the crisis when it comes.




(c)  God always prepares mature believers for the crisis.




(d)  God shares His thoughts with those who love Him, with those who are obedient to His will.



2.  Undoubtedly some of the people who knew Noah had been ruthless toward him in one way or another.  They may have been ruthless in their business dealings, in their social behavior, in their ridicule of his spiritual relationship with God.  Now God is letting Noah know that vengeance belongs to Him and He will repay.



3.  Note that anyone who is not true humanity will be destroyed.  Even if they only have 1% angelic genetic material, they are still destroyed.  Why?  Because none of them believed in Christ.



4.  Only unbelievers are destroyed at the end of each civilization.  This is true at the end of the Tribulation when all Gentile and Jewish unbelievers are cast into Hades as a part of the baptism of fire.  This is true at the end of the millennial reign of Christ when all unbelievers are judged and cast into the eternal lake of fire.  Therefore, every creature on earth destroyed in the universal flood was an unbeliever in Christ.



5.  Note also that the earth is to be destroyed.  The flood will cause fantastic changes on the earth.  These changes will be so dramatic that the surface of the earth that now exists is nothing like what it was before the flood.




(a)  All animal life was destroyed, except what Noah saved.




(b)  All plant life was destroyed, except what Noah saved.

Gen 6:14

a.  Translation: “Make for yourself a box of gopher wood.  You shall make the box with compartments.  Then you will cover it on the inside and on the outside with pitch.” 


1.  The Hebrew word is the feminine singular noun TEVAH, which means “chest, box.”  It is the same word, which Moses used for the vessel in which he, as an infant, was laid among the reeds.



2.  The Hebrew word  is the masculine plural noun QEN, which means “nests, cells.”  This refers to making the ark with internal compartments, so that it could not sink.



3.  The Hebrew word is the W consecutive with the second masculine singular qal perfect from the verb KAPHAR, which means “to cover” and is the verb used for propitiation.



4.  The Hebrew word is the masculine singular noun KOPHER, which means, “pitch,” the watertight substance, which sealed the ark.


b.  Explanation:



1.  Gopher wood is from the cypress tree, which is a kind of tall evergreen found among stands of cedar and oak.  Because of their beauty, cypresses were used as ornamentals in gardens and cemeteries.  The hard fragrant wood was preferred for buildings and furniture (Isa. 44:14). The fir trees supplied by Hiram of Tyre to Solomon for his Temple and palace (1 Kings 9:11) were cypress.  See also 1 Kg 5:6-10.



2.  Pitch is bitumen.  In the OT, the Hebrew words KOPER (Gen 6:14) and ZEPET (Ex. 2:3; Is. 34:9) are rendered ‘pitch’, and HEMAR (Gen 11:3; 14:10; Ex 2:3) ‘bitumen’ (AV ‘slime’).  It would be better, to render all three terms by ‘bitumen’, since, while pitch is strictly the product of a distillation process, bitumen, a natural derivative of crude petroleum, is found ready to hand in Mesopotamia and Palestine, and is therefore more probably the material referred to.  Pitch is also known as tar.  Tar is an opaque mineral used as a plaster and cement, Isa 34:9.  Used by Noah in the ark, Gen 6:14.  In making the ark in which Moses was hidden, Ex. 2:3, in making a tower, Gen 11:3.  It is a natural occurrence, Gen 14:10.  It is Inflammable, Isa 34:9.



3.  God’s purpose here is for Noah to create a perfect seaworthy, watertight vessel.  This is to ensure the safety and preservation of Noah and his family through the universal flood.

Gen 6:15

a.  Translation: “Now this is how you will make it.  The length of the box will be three hundred cubits, fifty cubits its width, and thirty cubits its height.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  God gives the dimensions to Noah, so that the ark will have the perfect shape to not be able to capsize in heavy seas.



2.  The cubit was the distance from elbow to fingertip. This ‘natural’ cubit was used to indicate the general size of a person (4 cubits the height of a man; cf. 1 Sam 17:4; 1 Chr 11:23) or object (Est. 5:14; Zech 5:2).  It described depth (Gen 7:20) or distance (Jn. 21:8).  A more precisely defined cubit was used for exact measurement. This standard Hebrew cubit was 17.5 inches (44.45 cm), slightly shorter than the common Egyptian cubit of 17.6 inches (44.7 cm).  This generally accepted figure compares closely with the length given for the Siloam tunnel as ‘1,200 cubits’, equivalent to a measured 1,749 feet (533.1 m), giving a cubit of 17.49 inches or 44.42 cm. Excavated buildings at Megiddo, Lachish, Gezer and Hazor reveal a plan based on multiples of this measure.  Also Solomon’s bronze laver of 1,000-bath capacity (i.e. 22,000 liters; 1 Kg 7:23-26; 2 Ch. 4:2, 5), when calculated for the capacity of a sphere, gives a cubit of 17.51 inches or 44.48 cm.  The long or ‘royal’ cubit was a handbreadth (‘palm’) longer than the standard cubit of 6 palms (Ezek 40:5), i.e. 20.4 inches or 51.81 cm.  With this compare the Babylonian cubit of 50.3 cm (of 30 fingers length) which was ‘3 fingers’ shorter than the Egyptian cubit of 52.45 cm.



3.  The deliverance was to be by means of an ark, a flat-bottomed rectangular vessel 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high, with a displacement of some 43,300 tons and three decks.  The ship in the Babylonian tradition was of cubical construction and was five times as big as Noah’s ark. Genesis alone preserves the description of a seaworthy vessel.

Gen 6:16

a.  Translation: “You will make a roof for the box, and to within a cubit you will finish it upwards.  Then put the opening [doorway] of the box on the side.  You will make it with lower, second, and third floors.”


1.  The Hebrew word is the feminine singular noun TSOHAR, which means “roof.”  It does not mean window.  That is the Hebrew word CHALLON found in Gen 8:6.


b.  Explanation:



1.  God gives a detailed plan for how He wants the ark built.  He knows how long Noah and his family and all the animals will need to survive in the ark.  Therefore, the basic construction design must be capable of sustaining life.



2.  The ark cannot be airtight.  Everyone would die.  Therefore, the ark is also not completely watertight; for where air can get in, so can water.



3.  Instead of having a watertight box, the box will have a roof over it with an 18-inch gap from the top of the sides up to the roof.  This will provide both light and circulation of air for the ship.



4.  The ark is compartmentalized into three decks, which also adds to the stability of the ship.  This also provides more storage space for an orderly distribution of the animals and food.



5.  God has an organized plan for what He wants done.  It includes all the details necessary to fulfill His will.




(a)  God always prepares the mature believer for the crisis.




(b)  This is accomplished through Bible doctrine in the soul.




(c)  Without doctrine in the soul, Noah would have never started building a ship.  No one had ever built a ship.  No one had ever seen rain.  No one had ever seen a flood.  Noah was not only doing something no one else had ever done before, but also he was doing something for which every unbeliever would ridicule him.




(d)  God’s plan sometimes requires hard work.  Building a ship was not going to be a walk in the park, especially a ship the size of a football stadium.




(e)  God always reveals His plans to the mature believer.  This was not the entire plan for building the ship.  No one had ever built a ship.  Noah had no idea what to do or where to start.  God had to provide the initial detailed plans.  All we have in this verse is the overall concept of page one.  God gave the rest of the details to Noah as he went along; there is no need for us to have all the details in Scripture.




(f)  God gives us just the right information we need to make informed decisions, which will comply with His will.  Sometimes we think we need more information from God, but nothing is forthcoming.  This is because God has already provided all the information we need to make our decision and execute His will.  So, if you are not getting more information, then it is because none is required.

Gen 6:17

a.  Translation: “Now notice that I Myself am causing to bring the flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life from under the heavens; everything which is on the earth will perish.”


1.  The Hebrew word is the masculine singular hiphil participle from the verb BO’, which in the hiphil means “to cause to bring; to bring.”


2.  The Hebrew word is the definite article and the masculine singular noun MABUL, which means “flood.”


3.  The Hebrew word is the preposition L used with the piel infinitive construct form of the verb SHACHATH, which means “to spoil, ruin, destroy.”  Here it means the latter.



4.  The Hebrew word  is the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb GAWA‘, which means “to expire, perish, die.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  God takes the responsibility for His judgments and His actions.  God does not pass the buck to or blame anyone else.



2.  Mankind has made his decision to reject God.  Now God makes His decision to judge mankind.  The sovereignty of God and the free will of man co-exist and co-operate in human history.



3.  God’s will is to destroy all creature life upon the earth, both human and animal, except those whom He will deliver.



4.  The phrase “the breath of lives” is different than the “breath of lives” in Gen 2:7.




(a)  In Gen 2:7 we have the Hebrew NISHEMATH CHAYYIM.  In Gen 6:17 we have RUACH CHAYYIM.




(b)  The word NISHEMAH refers to God’s imputation of the immaterial essence of human life, which makes the human soul alive and functioning.




(c)  The word RUACH refers to breath, wind, or spirit.  Here it refers to the literal breath, which both man and animals have within them.




(d)  The word CHAYYIM means “life” as an abstract idea, meaning the state of being alive as opposite to being dead.





(1)  Gen 7:15, “So they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which was the breath of life.”




(2)  Gen 7:22, “of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died.”




(3)  Job 12:10, “In whose hand is the life of every living thing, And the breath of all mankind?”




(4)  Job 27:3, “For as long as life is in me, And the breath of God is in my nostrils,”




(5)  Job 33:4, “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.”




(6)  Isa 2:22, “Stop regarding man, whose breath of life is in his nostrils; For why should he be esteemed?”




(7)  Rev 11:11, “But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them.”


5.  Notice that everything on the earth will perish, but not the animals that live in the ocean.

Gen 6:18

a.  Translation: “Therefore I will establish My covenant with you and you will go into the box [ark], you and your sons and your wife and the wives of your sons with you.”


1.  The Hebrew phraseis the W consecutive plus the hiphil perfect from the verb QUM in the first person singular.  The verb QUM means, “to arise, stand up, stand” in the Qal stem.  But in the hiphil it means, “to cause to raise up, to set, to establish.”  Here it means to establish.



2.  The Hebrew wordis the feminine singular noun BERITH with the first common singular suffix “My.”  BERITH means:




(a)  “Covenant” — a pact, compact, covenant.





(1)  between men—”treaty, alliance, league:” Abraham and Amorites; Edom and  its allies; with Philistines; Jacob and Laban; Joshua and Gibeonites; Israel and Canaanites; Ammonites and Jabesh; Solomon and Hiram; Ahab and Benhadad; Syria and Israel;  Nebuchadnezzar and Zedekiah; nations against Israel; nations with Egypt; Ephraim and Assyria; Judah and Israel; Judah and Tyre; Assyria and Judah;





(2)  figuratively it is used for a pact or covenant with death; with stones of the field, Job 5:23.





(3)  It means “constitution, ordinance,” between monarch and subjects: David  and Abner; David and elders of Israel; Zedekiah and his  people; hostile prince and Israelites.





(4)  It means “agreement, pledge” such as Jedoiada and captains; with oneself; with Leviathan to be a  servant; between man and man.





(5)  It is means “alliance of friendship”  between David and Jonathan.





(6)  It is used for an “alliance of marriage.”



(b)  It is used for a “pact, agreement, covenant” between God and man.





(1)  It is used for an “alliance of friendship.”




(2)  “Covenant” is used as a divine constitution or ordinance with signs or pledges:






i.  with Noah; a divine promise that there would be no other deluge.






ii.  with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; a promise to  multiply their seed, give them the land of Canaan, and make  them a blessing to the nations.






iii.  with Israel at Sinai, with a covenant sacrifice; renewed in plains of Moab;  with blessings and curses; a divine constitution of obedience  and penalties for disobedience, in the form of tables of the  covenant, inscribed with the ten words, placed in the ark of the covenant.






iv.  with Phinehas, a  constitution, establishing an everlasting priesthood in his line.






v.  with Joshua and Israel, an ordinance or constitutional agreement to serve Yahweh only.






vi.  with David; a divine promise to the seed of David of an everlasting  kingdom, the relation of sonship, and superintendence of the  temple.






vii.  Jehoiada and the people, a constitutional agreement to be the people of Yahweh.






viii.  Hezekiah and the people, a  constitutional agreement to reform the worship.






ix.  Josiah and  the people, a constitutional agreement to obey the book of the  covenant.






x.  Ezra and the people, a constitutional agreement  to put away foreign wives and observe the Law.






xi.  the prophetic covenant, a divine promise through a series of  prophets to establish a new constitution with new  institutions and precepts.  

b.  Explanation:



1.  The Noahic Covenant, Gen 6:18, 8:21-9:17 says that the seed of the woman, the humanity of Christ, will come through Seth, and his son Noah, and his son Shem.




a.  Gen 6:18, “I will establish My covenant with you, and you will enter the ark.”  This is an interesting twist, for until God gave Noah a covenant, Noah wouldn't even enter the ark.




b.  In the postdiluvian part of the covenant (after the Flood had subsided), God promised never again to destroy the human race by a flood.  This is a promise to the entire human race, and that never again in human history will the population of the earth be reduced to eight people.  This promise was given twice; first in Gen 8:21-22, then again in Gen 9:9-16.




c.  One of the greatest parts of the Noahic Covenant, even reiterated for this dispensation, is capital punishment.  This is one of the great protections of the human race.



2.  God initiates covenants with us in order to demonstrate His grace.  When we attempt to establish a covenant with God it demonstrates our arrogance.



3.  God’s covenant was with Noah alone and not with the rest of the members of his family.  Noah was the mature believer, not the rest of his family.  They were blessed by association with him.



4.  In order for the covenant to happen, Noah must continue to execute the will of God.  The Lord gives him directions to enter the ark and take his family along with him.  Noah had to obey these directions or he and his family would not have survived the flood.



5.  Entering the ark is a picture of having faith in Christ.  Our Lord is the ark.  He is our means of salvation.  Noah entering the ark is a demonstration to all the fallen angels that he has personal faith in Christ and is willing to execute God’s plan for his life.



6.  The ark is a testimony to the righteousness, justice, love, and grace of God.  What the righteousness of God demands (the deliverance of those who believe in Christ), the justice of God executes (telling Noah how to build an ark) through the love of God (the Noahic covenant) as manifest by the grace of God.



7.  Blessing by association extends to the loved ones of the mature believer’s family.  Noah loved his family.  That is why he made sure that they were believers in Christ and understood the importance of the word of God and obedience to that word.  Noah did not want to enter the ark alone and then have God provide a new family for him after the flood.  Certainly God could have done this, but it was not necessary.  Noah’s wife and sons and their wives were all believers and understood the importance of doctrine and obedience to the will of God.

Gen 6:19

a.  Translation: “Now from all the living from all flesh, you will bring into the ark to preserve alive with you two from all; they will be male and female.”


1.  The phraseis the L preposition used with the hiphil infinitive construct from the verb HAYAH, which means “to be; to be alive,” but in the hiphil it means “to cause to live” or “to preserve alive.”


2.  The phrase means “male and female” and is the same phrase found in Gen 1:27 and 5:2.


b.  Explanation:



1.  God’s intention is not only to deliver Noah and his family but also the animal kingdom as well.



2.  The reasons for saving both male and female are obvious, which is also why Noah was directed to take his wife and his sons’ wives with him—for procreation.  In the case of animals in which Noah couldn’t possibly tell the difference between a male and female (e.g., a fruit fly), God made sure that there was one of each sex.



3.  This passage is an indirect indictment against all homosexuality and lesbianism.



4.  Noah would not have to go all over the world to find every species of animals.  God would cause them to migrate to him.



5.  All Noah needed to take with him were one pair of animals from each species.  For example, Noah would not have to take one hundred different breeds of dogs.  He only needed to take two dogs.  Through inner breeding all of the existing breeds we have today could develop.



6.  Several scientific studies have been done on the size of the ark and what it could possibly contain.  As a part of these studies, was calculated the amount of space necessary for two of every known animal species.  The conclusion: all of the species of animals of the world could easily fit into the cubic space of the ark with plenty of room left over for their food.



7.  Many of the animals would hibernate, which would then require less food to sustain them.



8.  Obviously God had to remove the animal’s ferocity toward each other and toward Noah and his family, so that they could all live together in the ark for a year.  Certainly the justice of God has the right to do this, since the curse at the fall is being replaced with judgment upon all living creatures.



9.  One of the biggest problems would be the problem of urine and excrement.  This could have been handled by throwing what little there was overboard.  Due to hibernation, and not overeating, excrement would have been kept to a minimum.  There was plenty of water available to wash out the animal stalls.

Gen 6:20

a.  Translation: “From the birds according to their species, and from the animals according to their species, from every creeping thing of the ground according to its species, two from all will come to you to preserve them.”


1.  The Hebrew phrase is the same construction found in Gen 1:11-12, 21, 25 and means “according to their species.”


2.  The Hebrew word is the same word used in Gen 1:24-26, 2:20; 3:14; and 6:7.



3.  The Hebrew word  is the same word used in Gen 1:24-26 and 6:20.


b.  Explanation:



1.  All animal life that lives on the surface of the ground will have representatives—every insect, every reptile, every bird, and every vertebrate.  All aquatic life will live through the flood in the water.



2.  Note that God brings the animals to Noah.  He does not have to go find them and capture them and bring them to the ark.  This is another picture of grace.  God does the work; the animal kingdom reaps the benefit.



3.  Animals do the will of God immediately.  God will tell the animals the right time to start moving and where to go.  They will arrive on time at the right place for preservation.  The animals didn’t show up too soon, so that Noah and his family had to take care of them, and the flood didn’t not begin until all had arrived safely.

Gen 6:21

a.  Translation: “But you take for yourself from every food which can be eaten, and gather it to yourself.  Therefore it will be for you and for them for food.”


1.  The Hebrew phrase is the qal imperative from the verb LAQACH, which means “to take, seize.”  With this we have the inseparable preposition L with the second masculine singular suffix used in a reflexive sense.  It is translated “take for yourself.”


2.  The Hebrew word is the noun MA’AKAL, which means “food.”


3.  The Hebrew wordis the W consecutive with the second masculine singular qal perfect from the verb ’ASAPH, which means “to gather.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Noah and his family and the animals cannot survive on the ark for a year without eating.  Therefore, he must take food with him.



2.  Noah and his family had to plant fields, harvest crops, and store the food in preparation for the journey.  Noah and his family had to work by the sweat of their brows to make this happen.  The curse from the fall of mankind was still in effect, and has not been rescinded.



3.  Plant life will not survive under water for a year.  But the seeds in the earth will survive and will grow once they dry out and the normal life cycle of plants returns after the flood.



4.  Noah was commanded to only take edible food.  God didn’t expect him to have to live off of just any plants he could find and store.  God wanted Noah to have food and shelter while judgment was being passed upon the earth.  Noah and his family would not suffer from hunger in any way while staying on the ark.



5.  The fact that God told him to take from every food that can be eaten indicates that God also wanted Noah and his family to have a variety of foods to eat.  They were not going to have to eat the same thing day after day.  They were going to have a yearlong feast aboard their luxury liner.

Gen 6:22

a.  Translation: “Therefore, Noah did according to all which God commanded him.  So he did.”


1.  “The Hebrew wordis the third masculine singular piel perfect from the verb TSAWAH, which means “to lay a charge upon, to command, to order.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Noah was obedient to the Lord.  When God gave him a command, he executed it without question.  This is one of the single most important characteristics of spiritual maturity.



2.  If you do not obey divine commands, then you are not a mature believer.  Spiritual maturity means that you instantly understand the will of God when God issues a command.  You don’t question God’s authority or His command; you simply execute it, having complete faith in God’s wisdom and sovereignty.



3.  Immature believers question why God demands certain things of them.  Mature believers do not.



4.  God never orders us to do anything, which is not in our best interest.  God is thoughtful and considerate.  God loves us.  He would never order us to do anything that is harmful to us.



5.  God gives us commands for our own protection, our own welfare, and our own well being.



6.  Ignorance questions the commands of God.  Arrogance defies the commands of God.  Ignorance and arrogance are the characteristics of the believer who resents and rejects divine commands.



7.  Thankfulness and obedience are the characteristics of the believer who obeys divine commands.  We should always be thankful for God’s commands, because they tell us exactly what we should do to please God and how we can please God.  Without divine commands we would have no idea how to please God.



8.  So Noah did all that God told him to do and he will have tremendous blessing because of it—he and his family will be the only ones on earth who survive God’s universal judgment of the world.
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