Genesis Chapter 5


Gen 5:1:

a.  Translation: “This [is] the record-book of the successive generations of mankind.  On the day when God created mankind, in the likeness of God, He manufactured him.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Moses now lets us know that he is going to switch topics from the restoration of the earth and the creation of mankind through the fall of mankind to the beginning of the human race to the existence of the antediluvian civilization.



2.  Moses gives us the divine official record of the most important people in the lineage of mankind prior to the flood.  This is the only accurate historical record mankind has of this period of human history.



3.  Moses also was directed to make sure that this historical record indicated the lineage of true humanity prior to the flood, so that there could and would be no argument about the fact that the lineage from Adam to Christ was made up of 100% pure human beings.



4.  Moses reiterates the fact that mankind is created out of nothing.  The real you is not what is material but what is immaterial.



5.  Our physical bodies were never made out of nothing but were made out of existing materials—the atomic material of the earth (“the dust of the ground”).



6.  This verse deals with the creation of man’s immaterial, invisible soul—the real you.



7.  God manufactured the soul of mankind out of the existing immaterial essence of His being.



8.  Thus mankind is created in the image and likeness of God, which is a reference to being patterned after the perfect, immaterial divine essence of God.



9.  Our immaterial essence is created out of nothing and then manufactured after the pattern of God’s immaterial essence.  Thus we are made in the likeness of God immaterially.

Gen 5:2:

a.  Translation: “Male and female He created them.  Then He proceeded to bless them.  Then He proceeded to call their name ‘Man’ on the day when they were created.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Again Moses states the equality of gender in the fact that God created both genders.  Therefore, one gender is never superior to the other gender, because both came equally from the hand of God.



2.  Being equal in creation from God, this means that both genders have equal opportunity to have a relationship with God.



3.  Moses reminds us that the original man and woman were blessed by God in every area of life in which a person could possibly be blessed.




(a)  When God blesses it is total blessing and leaves nothing to be desired.  God is perfect and His blessing is perfect.  Perfect blessing can only come from a perfect God.  




(b)  There is nothing God will not do for us.  There was nothing He did not provide for mankind in blessing.




(c)  God wants us to be blessed and He provides the blessing.  God’s perfect righteousness demands blessing from the justice of God to those creatures who have an eternal relationship with Him.



4.  God named mankind because mankind belonged to God, not Satan.  We are the creatures of God, not the creation of Satan.  God names that which He creates, that which belongs to Him.

We belong to God; therefore, we owe Him a hearing, both with regard to the gospel and with regard to what He thinks.

Gen 5:3:

a.  Translation: “And Adam continued to live one hundred and thirty years.  Then he became the father of a child in his likeness according to his image.  And so called his name ‘Seth.’”

b.  Explanation:



1.  The Hebrew phrasemust be correctly translated here for an accurate understanding.




(a)  The verb HAYAH means, “to live.”




(b)  The verb is in the imperfect aspect.  The presence of the WAW before the imperfect verb does not “magically” convert it to a perfect sense as some beginning Hebrew students and teachers think.




(c)  The aspect of the imperfect is what it is and does not change.  If the aspect were perfect it would be correct to translate the verb “Adam had lived” which would imply that his entire life span up to the point of Seth’s birth was 130 years.  The implication is that Adam and the woman lived less than 100 years in the garden of Eden prior to the fall, and that Cain and Abel were born a year apart and were in their early twenties when Cain murdered his brother, and that there was about a year of mourning before they had sex again, with another year before Seth’s birth.




(d)  But being an imperfect aspect, it is correctly translated “Adam proceeded to or continued to live” 130 years, when he then became the father of Seth.  The implication of this translation is that we do not know how long Adam lived in the garden of Eden prior to his fall.




(e)  Therefore, based on the imperfect aspect of the verb, we can logically deduce that this period of time is being calculated from the fall of Adam.



2. Notice that Moses passes over both Cain and Abel in the lineage of true humanity.  This is because the lineage of our Lord Jesus Christ will come from Seth rather than Cain.



3.  Seth is in the likeness and image of Adam.




(a)  Being in the likeness of Adam indicates that Seth has the immaterial essence of a true human being.




(b)  Being in the image of Adam indicates that Seth was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Gen 5:4:

a.  Translation:  “And the days of Adam after he became the father of Seth were eight hundred years.  And he became the father of sons and daughters.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  This is the first indication that man lived ten times as long before the flood.



2.  There was no bacteria, no viruses, no disease prior to the flood, which permitted man to live much longer.



3.  Mankind originally was perfect from the hand of God genetically.  There were few, if any, mutations genetically, which also contributed to a longer life than we have now.



4.  Adam lived to see eight generations of grand children; he almost lived till the birth of Noah.  He was permitted to see the continuing awful affects of his decision to sin in the garden.



5.  The entire human race was populated from the many sons and daughters of Adam and Eve.  The population of the earth could easily grow from two people to several million within Adam’s lifetime with life spans lasting as long as they did.  The long life span was necessary for the initial population of the earth.
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	Adam
	Seth
	Enosh
	Kenan
	Mahalalel
	Jared
	Enoch
	Methuselah
	Lamech
	Noah
	Ham

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Japheth

	Age at Seth's birth
	130
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	

	Age at Enosh's birth
	235
	105
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age at Kenan's birth
	325
	195
	90
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age at Mahalalel's birth
	395
	265
	160
	70
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age at Jared's birth
	460
	330
	225
	135
	65
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age at Enoch's birth
	622
	492
	387
	297
	227
	162
	
	
	
	
	

	Age at Methuselah's birth
	687
	557
	452
	362
	292
	227
	65
	
	
	
	

	Age at Lamech's birth
	874
	744
	639
	549
	479
	414
	252
	187
	
	
	

	Age at Noah's birth
	dead
	dead
	821
	731
	661
	596
	gone
	369
	182
	
	

	Age at S,H,J births
	
	
	dead
	dead
	dead
	dead
	
	869
	682
	500
	

	Age at the Flood
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	dead
	dead
	600
	100

	Age at Death
	930
	912
	905
	910
	895
	962
	365
	969
	777
	950
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Methuselah died the year of the flood.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lamech died 5 years before the flood.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adam lived to see the birth of Noah's father.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The Flood came at least 1656 years after the original sin of Adam.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seth, the son of Adam, was alive to talk to Lamech, the father of Noah.  Therefore, the story of the creation was passed from Adam to Seth to Lamech to Noah.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


The chronology differs in the Hebrew Text, the Samaritan, the LXX, and Josephus.  The LXX adds 100 years to each of the patriarchs Adam, Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, and Enoch, before the birth of their sons; while they take 20 from the age of Methuselah, and add 6 to that of Lamech.  Thus the space from the creation to the deluge is made 2,242 years, according to the Vatican copy, but 2,262 by the Alexandrine; and the sum total by Josephus is 2,265, by the Samaritan 1,307, and the Hebrew Text, 1,656.

Gen 5:5:

a.  Translation:  “And all the days of Adam which he lived were nine hundred and thirty years.  And he died.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Adam almost lived an entire millennium, just as believers will do during the millennial reign of Christ.



2.  Adam died 726 years before the flood.



3.  Methuselah died the year of the flood, but he and Adam were both alive on earth for 243 years together.



4.  Methuselah and Noah were both alive on earth together for 600 years prior to the flood.  Therefore, everything that Methuselah learned from Adam during those 243 years could be passed on to Noah during the next 600 years.



5.  The final judgment of eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was executed with the physical death of Adam.  We do not know if Adam was the first human being to die of natural old age, but we do know that God’s promise that “dying [spiritually], you will die [physically]” was carried out when Adam was 930 years old.



6.  Adam died at the right time, right place, and in the right manner.  We do not know if Eve died before him or after him.  It is not important.  But we do know that Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, Methuselah, and Lamech were all alive when he died.  Everything that Adam had learned both inside and outside of the Garden of Eden was probably passed on to all of these children of Adam.



7.  Everything that Adam had learned was passed on by Methuselah, Lamech, and Noah to Shem, Ham, and Japheth.



8.  Adam had obeyed the command to be fruitful and multiply.



9.  Adam stayed married to the same woman all of his life.  He did it for hundreds of years.



10.  For 930 years Adam could testify to anyone willing to listen that God had created him from the dust of the earth, and he had no naval to prove it.  No one could deny the existence of God as long as Adam was living proof on the earth.

Gen 5:6:

a.  Translation:  “And Seth lived one hundred and five years and he became the father of Enosh.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Seth had plenty of time to enjoy himself prior to having children.  He was in no rush.



2.  Seth also fulfilled God’s command to become fruitful and multiply.



3.  Seth had more children than just Enosh, but Enosh was his firstborn and true humanity.



4.  The word Enosh means to be weak, sick; soft, delicate.  Enosh was more of a “mamma’s boy” than a “man’s-man.”  He was not unlike Timothy.



5.  Seth learned from his father Adam to take his time before having children.  This is what Jared and Methuselah also did.  Jared waited 162 years before his son Enoch was born and Methuselah waited 187 years before his son Lamech was born.

Gen 5:7:

a.  Translation: “And Seth lived eight hundred and seven years after becoming the father of Enosh.  And he became the father of sons and daughters.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Seth lived almost as long as his father Adam.  Seth was born when Adam was 130 years old and died at age 930.  Seth lived 912 years (as we shall she in the next verse), or 112 years beyond the death of his father.



2.  Seth also fulfilled the command to be fruitful and multiply.  Even if he only had a child every five years for the period between the ages of 100-600, that would have been one hundred children.



3.  If those 100 children had been half male and half female and naturally married each other and were similarly productive, then those 50 couples would have produced about 100 children each, or about 5000 people.  Add these 5000 to the 5000 produced by Adam and Eve’s other sons and daughters and we have at least 10,000 people in the first 600 years of human history.  Remember that the mortality rate is almost zero prior to the flood.



4.  By the third generation there could have easily been 5000 couples producing 50,000 offspring.



5.  By the forth generation there could have been 25,000 couples producing 250,000 children.



6.  By the fifth generation there could have been 125,000 couples producing 1,250,000 children.



7.  By the sixth generation there could have been 625,000 couples producing 62,500,000 children along with the previous 1,560,000 people for a total of 65,000,000 people.



8.  By the seventh generation there could have been 31 million couples producing 3,100,000,000 (over 3 billion) children.



9.  By the time of the flood there could have been a greater population on the earth than there is now.

Gen 5:8:  

a.  Translation: “Therefore all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years.  Then he died.”

b.  Explanation:  



1.  Seth out lived his mother and father by 112 years, but he had about 800 years with them.



2.  The perfect genetic material from the hand of God, which created Adam and was passed on to Seth now contained an old sin nature, which prevented man from living forever.



3.  However, the normal life span for a person prior to the flood appears to have been at least 900 years.  This life span appears to have been about ten times what we have after the flood, but this will apparently be restored as the life span during the millennial reign of Christ.



4.  Seth spent 800 years learning from his father about Adam’s own creation, life in the garden of Eden, naming all the animals, what it was like to be sinless, what it was like to sin for the first time, what it was like to be judged by the Lord, what it was like to talk to the Lord every day, what it was like to live with a woman for such a long time, and many other subjects.



5.  Seth spent 800 years learning from his mother what it was like to be deceived by Satan, what it was like to live with one man all your life, what it was like to be under the authority of someone else who blamed you for what went wrong, and many other things.

Gen 5:9:

a.  Translation:  “And Enosh lived ninety years and became the father of Qenan.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Enosh got started on his family about the same time Adam did.  Remember that Cain and Abel were probably in their early twenties when the murder took place, then there was a period of mourning by the parents, and then Seth was born when Adam was 130 years old.  So Adam was probably about 90-100 years old when he started his family just as Enosh was 90 years old when he started his family.



2.  Enosh started his family fifteen years prior to his father.



3.  Qenan’s name comes from one of three words; one meaning, “spear,” another meaning “dirge, chant, elegy (a song or poem expressing sorrow or lamentation),” and a third word meaning “possession.”



4.  Some scholars say that this word comes from the same root as the name for Cain and that these are one and the same person.  Moses simply used two separate written sources when he complied his work.  This is German high criticism of the text, which deals with the three different authors of the text based on their use of the words Jehovah versus Elohim versus other criteria.  It was begun by Rudolph Bultmann at the turn of the Century and is nothing but a satanic attack on the inspired word of God.

Gen 5:10:

a.  Translation: “And Enosh lived eight hundred and fifteen years after becoming the father of Qenan.  And he became the father of sons and daughters.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  We see the pattern of normal life forming now.




(a)  The first born male child is the head of the family during this dispensation.




(b)  The head of the family lives an average of 900 years.




(c)  The family has lots of children in obedience to the divine command to be fruitful and multiply.




(d)  Life goes on normally for hundreds of years without anything unusual happening.



2.  Enosh is also listed in the genealogy of 1 Chr 1.



3.  Enosh is the first grandchild on earth.  Adam is now a grandfather and becomes the first great grandfather with the birth of Enosh’s children.  Every day now was another grandchild’s birthday.  If Adam and Eve celebrated their children’s and grandchildren’s birthdays, then that was all they did every day, year after year.

Gen 5:11:

a.  Translation: “Therefore all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years.  And he died.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Enosh lived a long, fruitful, normal, uneventful life as his father Seth had done.



2.  Cain and Seth were brothers.  Cain named his first-born child Enoch, while Seth named his firstborn child Enosh.  This was not a coincidence. Either the two brothers had contact with each other, which is certainly possible.  Or one brother heard of the other brother’s son being born and named his son with a similar but different name to show a definite distinction.  This was God’s way of pointing out that the two boys were almost identical genetically, but their parents were quite different.



3.  Cain built a city for his son Enoch and named it after him.  Seth passed on his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ to Enosh.

Gen 5:12:

a.  Translation: “And Qenan lived seventy years, then he proceeded to become the father of Mahalalel.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  The kids are having children much sooner now.  Adam had Seth at age 130.  Seth had Enosh at age 105.  Enosh had Kenan at age 90.  Kenan had Mahalalel at age 70.



2.  Qenan carries on the command to be fruitful and multiply.



3.  The name comes from the verb HALAL, which means “to praise” (from which we get the word Hallelujah), and from the noun EL, which is one of the biblical names for God.  Therefore, put together the two words means “to praise God.”



4.  This name clearly indicates that either Qenan intended to praise God for giving him his firstborn son, which tells us that Qenan was definitely a believer in Christ, or that the distinguishing fact of Mahalalel’s life was how he was able to praise God in his manner of life.  Both of these are probably true.

Gen 5:13:

a.  Translation: “And Qenan lived eight hundred and forty years after becoming the father of Mahalalel.  And he proceeded to become the father of sons and daughters.” 


b.  Explanation:



1.  God’s plan is proceeding as expected.  People are living and dying, marrying and giving in marriage.  Procreation is continuing as God had willed and directed.



2.  More and more witnesses are being born and then born again against Satan in his appeal trial.  By now there are thousands of witnesses and the list is growing each day.



3.  Adam and Eve are now great grandparents for the first time.



4.  Adam is 395 years old at Mahalalel’s birth.  Seth is 265.  Enosh is 160.  Kenan is 70 years old.



5.  Mahalalel will live to see the birth of Noah.  He will be 661 years old when Noah is born and will live for another 334 years of Noah’s life.  Mahalalel lives for 535 years while Adam is alive.



6.  Therefore, Mahalalel is the direct connection between Adam and Noah.  Adam had plenty of time to teach his great grandson all about the Lord Jesus Christ and everything about his life, and Mahalalel was able to pass all of this on to Noah.

Gen 5:14:

a.  Translation: “Therefore all the days of Qenan were nine hundred and ten years.  Then he proceeded to die.” 


b.  Explanation: 



1.  Adam was 325 years old when Qenan was born.



2.  Qenan was 731 years old at Noah’s birth.



3.  Qenan and Noah lived on earth together for 179 years.



4.  Thus we have another direct connection between Adam and Noah in the life of Qenan.



5.  All that Adam had learned and experienced could be passed on through his great grandson to Noah.



6.  The curse of physical death continues as a part of God’s plan for the redemption of the human race.  Physical death is the means by which God gets rid of the old sin nature from the human race and permits eternal life to flourish for the believer in Christ after death.  Without physical death the believer would be trapped with eternal life in a physical body that continues to sin.



7.  Physical death must precede resurrection; for the old sin nature must be removed from human life before eternal life can function in the resurrection body.  Therefore, God’s plan of physical death as the means of getting rid of the old sin nature, so that believers can have a resurrection body in the future for the function of their eternal life is working perfectly.

Gen 5:15:

a.  Translation: “Then Mahalalel lived sixty-five years, and he became the father of Jared.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Mahalalel was in a hurry to praise God.  So he had children even sooner than any of his forefathers.



2.  Only Enoch had his firstborn as quickly.  Enoch was also sixty-five years old when he has his firstborn child, Methuselah.



3.  The name Jared comes from the verb JARAD, which means “to come down, to go down” from a higher location to a lower location.  Here we have a picture of Mahalalel being occupied with the Lord and testifying to the fact that his firstborn son has come down to him as a gift from heaven.

Gen 5:16:

a.  Translation: “Then Mahalalel lived eight hundred and thirty years after becoming the father of Jared.  And he became the father of sons and daughters.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Adam was still alive (395 years old) when Mahalalel was born and continued to live for another 535 years while Mahalalel is alive.



2.  Mahalalel will be 661 years old when Noah is born and will live for another 334 years of Noah’s life.  Mahalalel along with his father Qenan and his son Jared is the direct connection between Adam and Noah.  Adam had plenty of time to teach his great grandsons all about the Lord Jesus Christ and everything about his life, and they would pass all of this on to Noah.



3.  Mahalalel also fulfills God’s command to multiply.  There are now close to a million people on earth.

Gen 5:17:

a.  Translation: “Therefore all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred and ninety-five years.  Then he proceeded to die.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Mahalalel was able to “praise God” for almost 900 years.  He was the first person recorded in Scripture to not live beyond 900 years.



2.  God takes the young early because they have completed their mission of praising Him.



3.  He had a wonderful life, knowing everyone in the antediluvian civilization from Adam through Noah.  However, he did not live to meet Noah’s three sons.



4.  Because he knew everyone in the dispensation and because his life praised God, he was able to evangelize many of his dispensation both old and young.

Gen 5:18:

a.  Translation: “Then Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years and he became the father of Chanok.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Jared took his time having children.  There were now millions of people on earth, so there did not appear to be any rush anymore to fulfill God’s plan to be fruitful and multiply.  People were multiplying faster than anyone could count them.



2.  We badly transliterate the name Chanok as Enoch.  This is due to the LXX, which has 
Gen 5:19:

a.  Translation: “Then Jared lived eight hundred years after becoming the father of Chanok.  And he proceeded to become the father of sons and daughters.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Adam lived from 0-930; Seth from 130-1042; Enosh from 235-1140; Qenan from 325-1235; Mahalalel from 395-1290; and Jared from 460-1422.



2.  Therefore, Jared lived to bury all of his previous ancestors from Adam.



3.  As we shall see in the next verse, Jared lived longer than anyone else in this dispensation except Methuselah, his grandson.



4.  Jared also lived for the first 366 years of Noah’s life, but died 134 years before the births of Noah’s sons.



5.  Jared obeyed God’s command to be fruitful and multiply.  By the end of his life there were hundreds of millions of people on earth.

Gen 5:20:

a.  Translation: “Therefore all the days of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years.  Then he proceeded to die.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Jared had a very full life, living longer than anyone else had lived prior to him.



2.  But the curse upon Adam for his original sin was still fulfilled even to Jared and he died physically just as all those who had lived before him died.



3.  Jared was the father of one of the most unusual men who ever lived on the face of the earth, Enoch.  Enoch had a unique spiritual life, no doubt in part to the influence of his father.



4.  Jared was 527 years old when his son Enoch walked with God and left the earth, and then continued to live for another 435 years after this event to testify to others as to what had happened.

Gen 5:21:


a.  Translation: “Then Chanok lived sixty-five years and he proceeded to become the father of Methushalach.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Enoch became a father as quickly as his grandfather Mahalalel.  He was occupied with Christ and fulfilling His plan to the utmost as quickly as possible.



2.  The name Methushalah comes from the noun MATH, which means, “Man” and the noun SHALACH, which means “missile, weapon, sprout.”  He was known for his ability with a javelin.  He was probably a hunter.



3.  Enoch was one of the greatest men who ever lived and he fathered one of the greatest sons who ever lived.

Gen 5:22:

a.  Translation: “Then Chanok walked about (lived) with God three hundred years after becoming the father of Methushalach.  And he proceeded to become the father of sons and daughters.”


1.  The verb HALAK in the qal stem means, “to walk.”



2.  In the hithpael stem, which we have here, it means, “to walk back and forth; to walk around; to walk about.”



3.  It is also used figuratively, meaning, “to live.”  This is its meaning here.


b.  Explanation:



1.  Enoch is the only man mentioned during the dispensation of the Gentiles to live his life with the Lord.



2.  During the Church Age the mature believe lived his life as unto the Lord in occupation with Christ.



3.  During the antediluvian civilization, the mature believer walked with God.




(a)  This means that Enoch lived his life according to the plan and will of God for his life.




(b)  This means that Enoch lived the spiritual life, which God had provided for him.




(c)  This means that Enoch became a mature believer and lived his life as a mature believer.




(d)  His spiritual life was so great, that God took him off the earth apart from physical death.




(e)  Enoch’s life is a picture of the spiritual life of the JESHURUN believer during the age of Israel and the PLEROMA believer during the Church Age.




(f)  Enoch’s son Methuselah had 300 years to learn about the spiritual life of his father and to emulate that spiritual life, which he did.



4.  Other Scripture in which the idea of walking with God refers to living God’s spiritual life for the believer.




(a)  Gen 6:9, “These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.”




(b)  Gen 17:1, “Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.”




(c)  Gen 48:15, “He blessed Joseph, and said, "The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day.”




(d)  Micah 6:8, “He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require of you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your God?”




(e)  1 Thes 2:12, “so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”

Gen 5:23:

a.  Translation: “And all the days of Chanok were three hundred and sixty-five years.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Enoch lived the shortest life of all the great heroes of the antediluvian civilization.



2.  The reason for his short life is given in Heb 11:5, because he had completed his witness that he was pleasing to God.




(a)  To whom was this witness given?  Not to men, but to angels.  Angels are watching every single thing we do.  We don’t do anything that they do not see and testify to in the supreme court of heaven.




(b)  This verse combined with Heb 11:5 answers the age-old question, “Why do the good die young?”  Because their witness before the elect and fallen angels has been completed.




(c)  The mature believer who has finished their testimony has no more purpose here on earth.  They have glorified God to the maximum with their testimony in Satan’s appeal trial.




(d)  Therefore, God immediately takes them home, where there is no more pain, no more sorrow, no more tears.  Why should they remain here in misery being tortured by their old sin nature, when they could be free of all the pain and suffering and be absent from the body and face to face with the Lord?




(e)  So the love of God motivates the justice of God to execute the very best for the mature believer and bring them home as soon as their mission is complete.




(f)  Enoch’s testimony was so great that his life on earth was no longer necessary.  He had accomplished the mission God had designed for him and did it in a magnificently short time.  His life was not “cut short.”  He lived exactly as long as was necessary to prove that Satan and the fallen angels were wrong.

Gen 5:24:

a.  Translation: “Therefore, Chanok walked about (lived) with God.  Then he was not, because God took him.”


1.  The Hebrew noun  is the conjunction Waw plus the substantive ’AYIN, which means “nothing; naught.”



2.  It is used in Isa 40:23 in this sense in the phrase “who brings princes to nothing.”



3.  It is also used as a particle of negation in the construct form, meaning “is not, are not, was not, were not, etc.”  Literally it is the elliptical use of HAYAH, which is implied but not stated with this particle of negation, meaning, “there was nothing of...”



4.  Attached as a suffix to the particle of negation is the 3ms suffix ENU, meaning “him.”  So literally we have “[there was] nothing of him.”  This is idiomatic for “he was not” or even “he vanished.”


b.  Explanation:



1.  Enoch’s death is a picture of the invisible hero of the Church Age.



2.  Enoch is also mentioned in Heb 11:5, “By means of doctrine Enoch was transposed so that he would not see death; and he was not found because God changed him; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.”




(a)  The key to Enoch’s life was doctrine in his soul.  He learned doctrine, thought about doctrine, and applied doctrine as no other man of his dispensation had done.




(b)  His testimony was so great that God makes him the example for the resurrection of that portion of the Church who will be translated to heaven without seeing death.  They will receive a resurrection body instantly; Enoch did not.




(c)  At the end of Enoch’s life, he did not die.  He did not receive a resurrection body.  He was changed, transposed, altered (the Greek verb METATITHEMI, which does not mean, “to be taken up”—that is the Greek word ANABASIS.




(d)  Enoch did not go up; he went down.  He went down into the heart of the earth into a compartment of Hades called Abraham’s bosom, where all Old Testament believers went and resided prior to the resurrection of Christ.  This is a compartment of Hades also called Paradise and was referred to by our Lord on the Cross, when He said to the thief who believed in Him, “Today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”




(e)  So God changed, altered, transposed Enoch from a human body to an interim body of some type in Paradise or Abraham’s bosom while Enoch awaited his resurrection body at the end of the Church Age.




(f)  Notice that the emphasis in Heb 11:5 is on Enoch’s witness in Satan’s appeal trial as the purpose for his life and as the reason for ending his life on earth.  Once his witness was completed, his life on earth is no longer necessary.  The same is true for every member of the human race.




(g)  The execution of the spiritual life which God provides for the believer of any dispensation is what pleases God.  This is what glorifies God, and this is the testimony, which is used against Satan and the fallen angels in their appeal trial.




(h)  The execution of this spiritual life is based upon Bible doctrine in the soul, being learned, metabolized, and applied.  This is our purpose for being on earth.  And Enoch set the example for billions of people during his dispensation and is recorded forever as one of the greatest witnesses against Satan.

Gen 5:25:

a.  Translation: “And Methushalach proceeded to live one hundred and eighty-seven years.  And he proceeded to become the father of Lamek.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Methushelach waited the longest of anyone mentioned in this chapter to have his first-born son.  He may have waited a long time for the Lord to bring his right woman to him, or they may have just enjoyed themselves a lot before beginning a family.



2.  The name Lamek is the exact same name as Methushael, a great grandson of Cain, gave to his son, Gen 4:18.



3.  The Lamek of Gen 4 is the sixth generation from Cain.  The Lamek of Gen 5 is the seventh generation from Seth.  It was probably just a popular name, which the two uncles gave to each cousin.



4.  We do not know what the name Lamek means.  There are no other Semitic names close to it in spelling or sound.

Gen 5:26:

a.  Translation: “Then Methushalach lived seven hundred and eighty-two years after becoming the father of Lamek.  And he proceeded to become the father of sons and daughters.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Methushelach fulfilled God’s plan to cause lots of witnesses against Satan to be born and live during the antediluvian dispensation.



2.  He watched most of his sons being rejected by women in favor of relationships with fallen angels.



3.  He watched all of his daughters become involved with angels and produce creatures who were half-angel and half-man, which was a direct attack on the true humanity of Christ coming into the world to save mankind.



4.  In spite of the degeneracy and depravity of his dispensation, civilization, and culture, Methushelach continued to obey the divine command to be fruitful and multiply even though his offspring were contributing to the angelic attack on the human line of Christ.  Why?  Because volition is the major issue in the angelic conflict.



5.  During his life, Methushelach watched the world’s population go from the hundreds of millions to the billions.

Gen 5:27:

a.  Translation: “Therefore all the days of Methushelach were nine hundred and sixty-nine years.  Then he proceeded to die.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  He lived longer than any other human being recorded in Scripture.



2.  He died the year the flood began.  His death was the signal for the start of the flood.



3.  He was the equivalent of an invisible hero in his dispensation.  With his death the pivot was only eight people: Noah and his wife and Noah’s three sons and their wives.



4.  Methuselach watched many of his daughters, granddaughters, and great grand-daughters have sex with angels and produce a super race of half-angelic half-human creatures.



5.  Methuselach watched the terrible decline of mankind into total worldwide degeneracy and rejection of God.  He observed the last thousand years of his dispensation and the full manifestation of total depravity.

Gen 5:28:

a.  Translation: “Then Lamek proceeded to live one hundred and eight-two years.  And he proceeded to become the father of a son.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Lamek took after his father Methushelach and waited a long time prior to becoming a father.  Apparently the angelic infiltration of the human race had already begun in the life of Methushelach and was continuing during the life of Lamek.  This is why they waited so long to have children.  They may have had trouble finding eligible women to wed, or were hesitant to contribute to the problem of the angelic infiltration of the human race.



2.  But apparently God provided a right woman for each of them and they both were able to fulfill His command to be fruitful and multiply (as can be seen in verse 30).



3.  The emphasis in this verse is on the fact that Lamek had a very special son.  His son would deliver what remained of the true human race from God’s judgment of a universal flood.



4.  Since Noah would be a unique individual in the age of the Gentiles, so the manner in which he is introduced in Scripture is different than all others in this chapter.

Gen 5:29:

a.  Translation: “And he proceeded to call his name Noach, saying, This one will relieve us from our labor and from the toil of our hands because of the ground which the Lord has cursed.”


1.  The verb translated “will give us rest” is the third masculine singular piel imperfect with the first common plural suffix “us” from the verb which means, “to comfort, console, relieve.”  The verb, which means, “to give rest” is the hiphil stem of the verb  .



2.  The Hebrew word is a noun meaning “pain, toil” in the construct state.



3.  The word translated “has cursed” is the third masculine singular piel perfect from the verb ’ARAR, which means “to curse, to lay under a curse.”


b.  Explanation:



1.  We have no indication of what prompted Lamek to believe that Noah would do anything that would relieve man from the curse, which God had put upon man for the original fall.



2.  He may have received divine revelation from God that Noah would deliver mankind from the evil around them and he may have misinterpreted this as deliverance from man’s fall.



3.  But the justice of God is not going to deliver man from the curse of the fall until the second Advent of Christ.  Then perfect environment will be restored upon the earth.



4.  This passage does tell us that God’s curse upon man was effective and it was a definite burden for man to have to labor and toil just to eat.



5.  This verse also tells us that a deliverer from the curse upon man was expected.



6.  Lamek’s hope was not fulfilled, since mankind was still required to work the earth for food after the flood, but in a greater sense his desire was fulfilled in that Noah delivered the true human race from total destruction by listening to and believing the word of the Lord.

Gen 5:30:

a.  Translation: “Then Lamek lived five hundred and ninety-five years after becoming the father of Noach.  And he proceeded to become the father of sons and daughters.”

b.  Explanation:



1. Lamek fulfilled God’s command to become fruitful and multiply, even though the angelic infiltration of the human race had probably already begun.



2.  Lamek was 682 years old when Shem, Ham, and Japheth were born and he lived for another 95 years after their births until he died.

Gen 5:31:

a.  Translation: “Therefore all the days of Lamek were seven hundred and seventy-seven years.  Then he proceeded to die.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Enoch lived from 622-987; Methuselah from 687-1656 (the year of the flood); and Lamek from 874-1651.



2.  As can be seen, Lamek died 5 years prior to the flood.



3.  Therefore, the angelic infiltration of the human race was in full bloom by the time of Lamek’s death.



4.  Upon his death his hope that his son Noah would deliver mankind from the curse of having to labor and toil on the earth had still not been fulfilled.

Gen 5:32:

a.  Translation: “And Noach was a five hundred year old son.  Then he became the father of Shem, Cham, and Japeth.”

b.  Explanation:



1.  Noah lived from 1056-2006 a period of 950 years.  He lived for 350 years after the flood, Gen 9:28.



2.  Noah waited longer than anyone else before having children.  Why?




a.  Because of the angelic infiltration of the human race.




b.  Because of the timing of the universal flood.  In Gen 6:3 it says, “Then the Lord said, "My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years."  It is most likely that this was revealed to Noah.  Therefore, Noah waited to have children until he knew what the Lord was going to do about the corruption of true humanity upon the earth.



3.  Noah’s sons were born in 1556, 100 years before the flood.  They had lived long enough to know their grandfather Lamek and their great grandfather Methuselach and live with him for 100 years.  Methuselach lived together on the earth with Adam.  Therefore, we have direct passage of information about Adam and his life from Adam to Methuselach to the three sons of Noah.
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