Genesis 4:9



- this is W consecutive with the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb AMAR, which means “to say.”  With this we have the proper name for God JEHOVAH, referring to our Lord Jesus Christ as the revealed member of the Trinity.  This is followed by the preposition EL used to indicate the indirect object and the proper name CAYIN.  The phrase is translated “Then the Lord said to Cain.”
- this is the interrogative particle ‘EY, meaning “Where.”  With this we have the proper name HABEL with the masculine singular noun ‘ACH, meaning “brother” with the second masculine singular suffix “your.”  The phrase is translated “Where [is] Abel your brother?”
- this is W consecutive with the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb AMAR, which means “to say.”  With this we have the negative LO’, meaning “not” plus the first common singular qal perfect from the verb YADA’, meaning, “to know.”  The phrase is translated “And he answered, ‘I do not know.’”
- this is the interrogative particle HA, which is used to introduce questions.  With this we have the masculine singular qal participle from the verb SHAMAR, which means, “to keep, watch, preserve” as in “to have charge of something or someone” or “to keep, guard, protect” in the sense of “to guard or protect someone.”  With this we have the masculine singular construct form of the noun ‘ACH, meaning “brother” with the first common singular suffix “my.”  Finally, we have the common singular independent pronoun ‘ANOKI, which means “I.”  The phrase is translated “‘Am I my brother’s guardian?’”

Gen 4:9 corrected translation
“Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where [is] Abel your brother?’  And he answered, ‘I do not know.  Am I my brother’s guardian?’”
Explanation:
1.  The Lord Jesus Christ is a member of the supreme court of heaven.  As such He already knows all the facts of this case.  He is not seeking information; for God knows the end from the beginning.  He already knew exactly what happened to Abel and why.  So why does our Lord ask this question?  To give Cain an opportunity to admit the guilt of his personal sin and rebound, just as the Lord gave Adam the chance to admit his guilt in the garden of Eden after his fall.  The Lord wants Cain to take personal responsibility for his actions.  Cain will not do so, just as his father did not do so.


a.  Cain is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Therefore, the Lord gives Cain the opportunity to acknowledge his sin and be forgiven.


c.  Cain refuses to acknowledge his sin.  He is in perpetual carnality and now has moved beyond locked-in negative volition to blackout of the soul, scar tissue of the soul, and reverse process reversionism—the hatred of all that he once loved (the Lord Jesus Christ and his brother Abel).

2.  Satan uses the murder of Abel as the first attempt to destroy the line of Christ.  Satan wanted Abel dead because he was a believer, and was certain that the Lord would execute capital punishment on Cain, thus wiping out the first generation of male believers on the earth.  This attempt will fail because of our Lord’s judgment on Cain to permit him to continue to live in banishment and because of the birth of Seth to replace Abel.  Satan will attempt this same strategy of murder to destroy the line of Christ again when the line of David comes down to just one heir to the throne and again when Satan motivates Herod the Great to murder all the first born male children less than two years old at the time of our Lord’s birth.

3.  Cain answers the Lord with an arrogant, smart-mouthed remark.


a.  Cain’s remark is tantamount to saying to the Lord, “You are the One who is suppose to be Abel’s guardian and protector.  Why are you asking me where he is?  Have you failed in Your job as guardian and protector?”


b.  Cain’s arrogance now motivates a verbal attack of the Lord.  In reversionism Cain attacks his only Savior.


c.  Cain hates the Lord because the Lord rejected him.  Cain was jealous of his brother Abel, even though he considered himself to be far better than his brother.


d.  Cain has completely rejected the authority of his parents.  This was also a satanic attack on the divine institution of the family.


e.  Cain’s insult of the Lord does not bring his immediate execution.  Instead, the Lord continues to be gracious to Cain and will permit him to live out his life in reversionism as a sign and witness to others of God’s enduring love for the believer no matter what he does.


f.  However, Cain will receive a life of perpetual self-induced misery along with divine discipline, which is explained in the next verse.
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