Genesis 4:6



- this is the W consecutive plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb AMAR with the proper name for God JEHOVAH, plus the preposition EL and the proper name QAYIN.  The phrase is translated “And the Lord said to Cain.”
- this is the preposition L used with the interrogative particle MAH, which says literally “for what reason” and means “why.”  With this we have the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb CHARAH, which means “to burn with anger; to be kindled.”  Finally we have the preposition L with the second feminine singular suffix used to indicate the object.  The phrase is translated “Why have you become angry?”  It is interesting to note the Lord’s use of the second person feminine singular suffix “your” instead of the second person masculine singular suffix with the preposition L  (2fs =  versus 2ms = .  The Lord is asking him why he is acting like an angry little girl instead of a man, who should be thinking instead of emoting.
- this is the continuative use of the conjunction W, meaning “and” with the preposition L used with the interrogative particle MAH, which says literally “for what reason” and means “why.”  Then we have the third person common plural qal perfect from the verb NAPHAL, which means, “to fall.”  With this we have the common plural noun PENEH, which means, “face” with the second masculine singular suffix “your.”  Literally this says “and his face fell.”  This is an idiom for being highly displeased which results in a change of expression.  It should be translated “and why has your expression changed.”
Gen 4:6 corrected translation
“And the Lord said to Cain, ‘Why have you become angry?  And why has your expression changed?’”
Explanation:
1.  The Lord asks these questions to shock Cain into thinking.  Cain needs to stop emoting like a child and start thinking like an adult man.

2.  The Lord doesn’t really need the answers to these questions.  The questions are not for his benefit, but for Cain’s benefit.

3.  The Lord already knows why Cain is angry and upset—Cain’s arrogance has been rejected by the Lord.


a.  Arrogance cannot stand to be rejected or insulted.


b.  The Lord has rejected Cain’s arrogant human good offering and then insulted Cain’s childish, arrogant reaction of anger.


c.  Once rejected and insulted, arrogance burns with anger and then seeks revenge.


d.  The Lord wants Cain to snap out of his reversionism and start using rebound and living the spiritual life He has provided for Cain.  But Cain is locked into negative volition because of his own arrogance.


e.  Cain doesn’t care about the spiritual life.  He just lusts for approbation and recognition from God that he is better than his other brothers and sisters.


f.  Having not received the recognition for which his sin nature lusted, his injured human self-esteem (otherwise known as arrogance) now wants revenge.


g.  Cain is angry at the Lord Jesus Christ and will take it out on his brother Abel.

4.  In the next verse the Lord will explain to Cain why his offering was not acceptable and warn him about the potential function of his sin nature.  But before He could do that, He had to get Cain’s attention and get him to stop being angry and start thinking.

5.  Grace always comes before judgment, and verses 6-7 is our Lord’s gracious intercession with Cain to save him from himself.  However, Cain is not listening.  He remains angry, commits the sin of murder, and then pays the price for it.
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