Genesis 4:26




- this is the W consecutive used to introduce a temporal clause and is translated “Then.”  With this we have the preposition L indicating the indirect object plus the proper name SHETH.

- this is the adverb of addition GAM, meaning “also” plus the personal pronoun HU’ used in its emphatic sense, meaning “himself.”  With this we have the third masculine singular pual perfect from the verb YALAD, which means, “to become of the father of” when used of the father and means “to give birth to” when used of the mother.  This is followed by the masculine singular common noun BEN, meaning “a son.”  The entire phrase says literally “Then to Sheth also he himself became the father of a son.”  In English we would say, “Then Sheth himself also became the father of a son.”
- this is the W consecutive with the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb QARA’, which means “to call; to name.”  This is followed by the sign of the object ‘ETH plus the masculine singular construct form of the noun SHEM, meaning “the name of” with the third masculine singular suffix “his.”  Finally, we have the proper name “‘ENOSH,” which means “soft, delicate.”  The verb means, “to be sick.”  Apparently Enosh had a very delicate health and may have been frequently sick.  The entire phrase is translated “And he proceeded to call his name Enosh.”
- this is the temporal adverb ‘AZ, meaning “At that time; Then.”  This is followed by the third masculine singular hiphil perfect from the verb CHALAL, which has two basic meaning:


a.  to be profaned; to violate.


b.  to begin; and with the infinitive introduced by  it means to begin to.


c.  The word “men” does not occur here.


d.  The third masculine singular form of the verb indicates that a single person is indicated.


e.  In context that single person is either Seth or Enosh.


f.  Since the subject of the previous sentence was Seth, then that subject should be carried over into this clause as well.


g.  Therefore Seth is the one producing the action of the verb “to begin.”


h.  This is an indication that Seth was not only a believer, but also a positive believer who had a continuing strong relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.


i.  The phrase is translated “Then he (Seth) began.”
- this is the preposition L used to introduce an infinitive used to complement the action of the main verb.  With this we have the qal infinitive from the verb QARA’, which means, “to call.”  This is followed by the preposition B plus the masculine singular construct form of the common noun SHEM, meaning “upon the name of.”  Finally, we have the proper name for the Lord Jesus Christ JEHOVAH.  The phrase is translated “to call upon the name of the Lord.”
Gen 4:26 corrected translation
“Then Sheth himself also became the father of a son.  And he proceeded to call his name Enosh.  Then he (Seth) began to call upon the name of the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  In contrast to Abel who did not live long enough to have a son, Seth lived a full life and had many children.  His firstborn son he named Enosh.  Enosh is mentioned in Luke’s genealogy, Lk 3:38, “the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.”

2.  What does it mean to call upon the name of the Lord?


a.  Gen 12:8, “Then he proceeded from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord.”



(1)  This is a reference to Abram.  Abram was already a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ when he left Haran at age 75 with his wife Sarai and Lot.



(2)  From the context (see the previous verse) we see that Abram received the Palestinian covenant from the Lord, built an altar, and then called upon the name of the Lord.  Then when he moved on to the mountain between Bethel and Ai he again built an altar and called upon the name of the Lord.



(3)  Therefore, calling upon the name of the Lord in this context indicates worshiping the Lord.


b.  Gen 26:25, “So he built an altar there and called upon the name of the Lord, and pitched his tent there; and there Isaac’s servants dug a well.”



(1)  Here we have Isaac doing the same thing as his father Abraham had done before him.



(2)  Isaac was a mature believer and was in the process of receiving his escrow blessings for time from the Lord (see the previous context).



(3)  Isaac received a direct promise from the Lord, confirming the promise to multiply his offspring.  So he built an altar and worshiped the Lord.  Again we have a believer receiving a promise from God and worshiping Him because of it.


c.  1 Kg 18:24, “‘Then you call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, He is God.’” And all the people said, ‘That is a good idea.’”



(1)  This is the story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal, in which Elijah challenges the people of Israel to decide between the Lord Jesus Christ or worshiping Baal.



(2)  Elijah sets up a test to see whether the Lord will answer his prophet Elijah or whether Satan will answer the 450 prophets of Baal.



(3)  This is clearly a case where prayer will be offered up to God as a part of worship.  So in this case we have God being worshiped through prayer.  See verse 37 where Elijah asks the Lord to answer him.


d.  Ps 116 is clearly a psalm of worship of the Lord and to call upon the name of the Lord occurs several times in this psalm.

Ps 116:1 I love the Lord, because He hears My voice and my supplications.

Ps 116:2 Because He has inclined His ear to me, Therefore I shall call upon Him as long as I live.

Ps 116:3 The cords of death encompassed me And the terrors of Sheol came upon me; I found distress and sorrow.

Ps 116:4 Then I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I beseech You, save my life!”
Ps 116:5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; Yes, our God is compassionate.

Ps 116:6 The Lord preserves the simple; I was brought low, and He saved me.

Ps 116:7 Return to your rest, O my soul, For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

Ps 116:8 For You have rescued my soul from death, My eyes from tears, My feet from stumbling.

Ps 116:9 I shall walk before the Lord In the land of the living.

Ps 116:10 I believed when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.”

Ps 116:11 I said in my alarm, “All men are liars.”

Ps 116:12 What shall I render to the Lord For all His benefits toward me?

Ps 116:13 I shall lift up the cup of salvation And call upon the name of the Lord.
Ps 116:14 I shall pay my vows to the Lord, Oh may it be in the presence of all His people.

Ps 116:15 Precious in the sight of the Lord Is the death of His godly ones.

Ps 116:16 O Lord, surely I am Your servant, I am Your servant, the son of Your handmaid, You have loosed my bonds.

Ps 116:17 To You I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, And call upon the name of the Lord.

Ps 116:18 I shall pay my vows to the Lord, Oh may it be in the presence of all His people,

Ps 116:19 In the courts of the Lord’s house, In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!”


e.  Joel 2:32, “And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, as the Lord has said, even among the survivors whom the Lord calls.”



(1)  Here the phrase is used in the context of a divine promise of deliverance to any believer who asks for help during the Tribulation.



(2)  Calling on the name of the Lord in the Tribulation is prayer for deliverance from the evils of anti-Semitism.


f.  Zeph 3:9, “For then I will give to the peoples purified lips, that all of them may call on the name of the Lord, To serve Him shoulder to shoulder.”



(1)  This is the Lord speaking about what the millennium will be like for Jewish believers.



(2)  They will call upon the Lord by serving Him.  This is explained in the next verse where we have the word “worshipers” used to describe their function.


g.  1 Cor 1:2, “To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.”



(1)  This is clearly addressed to believers.  Only believers can call upon the name of the Lord.  Calling upon the name of the Lord is not believing in Christ.



(2)  Those who call upon the name of the Lord are worshiping God.  This worship takes several forms, whether prayer or praise, whether thanking God the Father or asking for His help.


h.  We have one example of a Church Age believer calling upon the Lord, Acts 7:59, “They went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!’”
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