Genesis 4:24



- this is the preposition KI used to introduce a conclusion, and translated, “Since.”  With this we have the feminine dual adjective SHIV’AH, which means “sevenfold, seven times.”  This is followed by the third masculine singular hophal (the passive of the hiphil) imperfect from the verb NAQAM, which means “to be avenged.”  Finally, we have the proper name QAYIN, which means “Cain.”  The phrase is translated “Since Cain will be avenged seven times.”
- this is the W consecutive used to introduce an apodosis, and is translated “then.”  With this we have the proper noun LEMEK.  It is translated “then Lemek.”
- this is the masculine plural adjective SHIV’IM, which means “seventy.”  With this we have the connective use of W, meaning “and” plus the masculine singular adjective SHIV’AH, which means “seven.”  It is translated “seventy and seven.”
Gen 4:24 corrected translation
“Since Cain will be avenged seven times, then Lemek seventy and seven.’”
Explanation:
1.  Lemek was very familiar with the promise of God to his great, great grandfather Cain.  Most likely because Cain was still alive and the promise was still being fulfilled.

2.  Lemek shows all of his arrogance here.  He thinks he has an even greater promise from God than his relative.  However, God has made no such promise to Lemek.

3.  Lemek is still talking to his wives and still using intimidation.  He wants them to know that no one is going to do anything to him, if he should decide to kill one of them.  He is not worried about anyone coming after him, if he should kill one or both of his wives.  He believes God will protect him even more because his cause is just, whereas Cain was in a state of sin.

4.  Lemek cannot see his own arrogance.  He is in a state of blind arrogance.

a.  Arrogance rejects authority.  Lemek has rejected the authority of God and established himself as the only authority.


b.  Arrogance motivates emotional sins.  Lemek’s emotional sin is jealousy and envy, which then motivate anger, hatred, and violence.


c.  Arrogance reproduces itself in jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, revenge motivation and function, inordinate ambition and competition, gossip, slander, maligning, and judging.  Lemek is demonstrating all of these.


d.  Arrogance parlayed into self-righteousness produces legalism.  Lemek’s legalism seeks inordinate control over his wives.


e.  Psychopathic arrogance includes the following:



(1)  The hysterical psychopath.



(2)  The pathological liar.  Lemek is doing nothing but lying to himself.



(3)  The amoral psychopath.  Lemek has proven this with his killing of two men.



(4)  The sexual psychopath.  Lemek has demonstrated this with his polygamy.



(5)  The fanatical psychopath.  Lemek has shown this in the statement of this verse.
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