Genesis 4:20



- this is the W consecutive third feminine singular qal imperfect from the verb YALAD, which means “to give birth, to bear.”  With this we have the proper name ‘ADAH, the first wife of Lemek.  This is followed by the sign of the object and the proper name JABAL, which means, “to lead, conduct; to bear along.”  He was a leader of animals, a herdsman.  The phrase is translated “And Adah gave birth to Jabal.”
- this is the masculine singular personal pronoun HU’, meaning “he” plus the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb HAYAH, meaning “to become.”  The phrase is translated “he became.”
- this is the masculine singular construct form of the noun ‘AV, which means “the father of” plus the masculine singular qal participle from the verb YASHAV, which means “live, dwell.”  With this we have the masculine singular noun ‘OHEL, which means “a tent.”  The phrase is translated “the father of the tent-dweller,” i.e., nomadic people.

- this is the W consecutive with the masculine singular noun MIQNEH, which means domesticated animals of all types, which we call “livestock.”  The phrase is translated “and livestock.”  Here it means “those who have livestock” i.e., “ranchers.”

Gen 4:20 corrected translation
“And Adah gave birth to Jabal.  He became the father of the tent-dweller and rancher.” 

Explanation:
1.  The line of Cain comes down to Jabal, who is the first person to begin domesticating animals and gathering them into herds and flocks.

2.  He is also the first person to live the life of a nomad, using the animal hides to make temporary portable dwellings.

3.  Since the herds have to move constantly to new grazing ground, it was a necessity to come up with the meaning of erecting a temporary dwelling that could be packed up and moved from place to place.

4.  This tells us that Jabal was both intelligent and resourceful.  He probably learned the nomadic life from watching his great ancestor Cain moving from place to place.  He noticed that certain animals gathered together naturally in herds.  So he figured out which groups of animals he could keep together and control.


a.  This provided him and his family with a ready source of food and clothing and many other products, which come from animals.


b.  This also provided him with the ability to trade or sell some of his animals to others, so that they could develop their own flocks and herds as well.


c.  Jabal most likely became a very wealthy man from his idea.

5.  Dwelling in tents became a natural by-product of following the herd.  The animal skins were sown together to make the tents, and the tents provided shelter from the elements.  The family provided protection for the herd and the herd provide food and shelter for the family.  It was a mutually supporting system.

6.  Jabal learned to work smart, instead of hard.
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