Genesis 4:19



- this is the W consecutive third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb LAQACH, which means “to seize, take; select, choose.”  This is followed by the preposition L with the third masculine singular suffix, meaning “for oneself.”  This is followed by the proper name LEMEK.  The phrase is translated “And Lemek took for himself.”
- this is the feminine dual construct form of the adjective SHETAYIM, meaning “two” plus the feminine plural noun ‘ISHAH, meaning “wives.”

- this is the construct from of the noun SHEM, which means “the name of” plus the definite article and the feminine singular adjective ‘ECHATH, meaning “one” plus the proper name ‘ADAH.  The phrase is translated “the name of the one [was] Adah.”  The verb HAYAH is understood, therefore not stated.  The name Adah comes from the word that means “an ornament.”  So Lemek selected his first wife to be an ornament to glorify himself.

- this is the W consecutive with the masculine singular construct form of the noun SHEM, meaning “the name of” plus the definite article HA and the feminine singular ordinal “second.”  Finally, we have the proper name TSILLAH, which means, “shadow.”  The phrase is translated “and the name of the second [was] Tsillah.”  Her name is taken from the verb “to be or grow dark (TSALAL).”

Gen 4:19 corrected translation
“And Lemek took for himself two wives: the name of the one [was] Adah, and the name of the second [was] Tsillah.”
Explanation:
1.  Lemek was an arrogant, selfish murderer (we’ll see this later).

2.  One of the main manifestations of his arrogance is given in this verse: he had two wives.


a.  Even though God’s policy against polygamy is not yet stated in Scripture is no reason to argue that polygamy was accepted by God at this time in human history.


b.  God is immutable.  He cannot change.  His policy against polygamy never changed.


c.  God provided one wife for Adam--Ishah.  If God had wanted Adam to have another wife, He would have provided one after the woman’s fall.


d.  Monogamy is the divine standard, begun at the creation of the man and the woman and has never changed.


e.  Lemek in his arrogance was demonstrating that he didn’t care about the divine standard and could and would do what he wanted.


f.  God permitted this to demonstrate to Satan and all the fallen angels the manner in which they thought, i.e., just like Lemek.


g.  God wants Satan to see his own arrogance in the thinking of Lemek and the manifestation of that arrogance in the actions of Lemek.


h.  Whether Lemek was a believer or not, we do not know.  It really makes no difference; for even if he were a believer, he was a believer in perpetual carnality like his ancestor Cain.


i.  The names of his two wives tell us more about Lemek than they do about the women themselves.



(1)  Adah was beautiful; for she was a decoration, an ornament for Lemek.  Lemek could show her off and have lots of “fun” in bed with her.



(2)  Tsillah was his shadow.


j.  Lemek rejects God’s plan of monogamy, believing that he is too good a man to be satisfied with just one woman.  In his mind it takes more than one woman to provide for all his needs.
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