Genesis 4:18





- this is the W consecutive with the third masculine singular niphil imperfect from the verb YALAD, which means “to be born.”  With this we have the preposition L used to indicate the object with the proper name CHANOK (Enoch, the firstborn son of Cain) and the sign of the object with the masculine proper name ‘IRAD, which means “a Cainite.”  The phrase is translated “Then to Chanok was born Irad.”
- this is the W consecutive with the proper name ‘IRAD plus the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb YALAD, which means “to bear, beget; but in modern English “to become the father of.”  With this we have the sign of the object and the proper name MECHUY’EL, which means “God makes alive.”  Apparently the grandson of Cain was a believer.

- this is the W consecutive with the proper name MECHUY’EL plus the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb YALAD, “to become the father of” plus the sign of the object and the proper name METHUSHA’EL, which means “man of God .”  Apparently, Cain’s great grandson was a believer also.

- this is the W consecutive with the proper name METHUSAHA’EL plus the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb YALAD, “to become the father of” plus the sign of the object and the proper name LAMEK.  The meaning of the name is unknown.

Gen 4:18 corrected translation
“Then to Chanok was born Irad.  And Irad became the father of Mechujael.  And Mechujael became the father of Methushael.  And Methushael became the father of Lemek.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse shows us that the line of Cain continued historically.  We know nothing about how old each of these men were when they had their firstborn son, nor how long they lived.

2.  The importance of this verse is to show the direct line of descent from Cain to Lemek; for the next several verses will deal with Lemek and his heritage.

3.  It would appear from the names of Cain’s great grandson and great, great grandson that they were believers (God makes alive; man of God).  It would also appear that Cain’s grandson and great, great, great grandson were not believers, since their names are not related to God in any way.  This would indicate that volition was functioning normally in the human race, and that people were beginning to form into two groups, those who believed in Christ and those who did not.

4.  Remember that both Adam and Cain were alive throughout the lives of all the men mentioned here to give them the gospel and explain the plan, will, and purpose of God in the creation of mankind and human history.
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