Genesis 4:16



- this is the W consecutive third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb YATSA’, which means “to go forth, depart.”  With this we have the proper name CAYIN.  It is translated “So Cain departed.”
- this is the preposition MIN with the preposition L and the common singular construct form of the noun PANEH, meaning literally “from at the face of” which is idiomatic for “from the presence of.”  With this we have the proper name for our Lord “JEHOVAH.”  It is translated “from the presence of the Lord.”
- this is the W consecutive third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb SHAVAV, which means “to dwell, remain, stay for either a limited or indefinite period of time.”  Since the Lord stated that Cain would not live anywhere permanently, this indicates that wherever he went, he wandered around there.  It is translated “And he remained.”
- this is the preposition B plus the common singular noun ‘ERETS, meaning “earth, land, country, territory.”  With this we have the proper noun NOD, which is the noun “wandering,” which comes from the previous verb NUD, meaning, “to wander aimlessly.”  The phrase is translated “in the land of wandering.”
- this is the feminine singular construct form of the noun QIDMAH, which is used as a preposition and means “in the front of, to the east of.”  With this we have the proper noun ‘EDEN.

Gen 4:16 corrected translation
“So Cain departed from the presence of the Lord, and he remained in the land of wandering to the east of Eden.”
Explanation:
1.  Cain’s trial is over, judgment is passed, and the sentence is executed.

2.  Cain spends the rest of his life wandering around to the east of Eden.  (This was about the next 700 years—Adam lived to be 930 years old, and Seth, Cain’s brother lived to be 807 years old; Adam was 130 years old when Seth was born, and this was probably not too long after the murder of Abel.)

3.  The Lord did not send Cain away from His presence.  Cain departed from the Lord.  Cain wanted nothing more to do with the Lord.  As far as he was concerned the relationship was over.

4.  The justice of the Lord was vindicated.


a.  Cain remained a wanderer and drifter for the rest of his life.


b.  Cain was never murdered by anyone.

5.  This verse is a picture of the perpetual carnality of the believer in reversionism.  He spends his life wandering aimlessly with no purpose.


a.  The believer in reversionism departs from the presence of the Lord.  The reversionist makes the decision to depart from the Lord; the Lord never drives anyone away.


b.  The reversionist has a pointless life.  He wanders uselessly through life doing nothing to glorify the Lord.


c.  The perpetually carnal believer gives up on the will, plan, and purpose of God for his life; therefore, he has no life.


d.  The believer in perpetual carnality lives a life of self-induced misery.

6.  Eden was the place of greatest blessing for man in spiritual harmony with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Cain lived very close to Eden, but never went there.


a.  Cain could have returned to spiritual Eden through acknowledging his sin to God and living the spiritual life which the Lord had designed for him, but he did not.


b.  The spiritual life of this dispensation was always available to Cain as represented by Eden, but Cain lived out his life separated from this spiritual life though it was never far from him.  Many Church Age believers are doing the same thing.
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