Genesis 4:13



- this is the continuative use of the conjunction W with the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb ‘AMAR, which means “to say.”  With this we have the proper noun CAYIN, transliterated “Cain” and the preposition ‘EL with the proper name JEHOVAH, meaning “to the Lord.”  The entire phrase is translated “Then Cain said to the Lord.”
- this is the masculine singular adjective GADOL, which means “great” here in the sense of intensity.  With this we have the masculine singular construct form of the noun ‘AWON with the first common singular suffix “my”.  The noun means “my punishment.”

- this is the preposition MIN plus the qal infinitive construct from the verb NASA’, which means “to carry, lift up, bear.”  The preposition MIN sometimes expresses the idea of a thing being too much for a person and means “beyond” or “more than.”  Literally this says “My punishment—great beyond being able to bear.”  In English we smooth this out to an idiomatic expression “My punishment is too great to bear.”

Gen 4:13 corrected translation
“Then Cain said to the Lord, ‘My punishment [is] too great to bear.’”
Explanation:
1.  Cain’s statement is the whining and sniveling of a reversionistic, arrogant, self-absorbed believer.

2.  Cain deserves to die.  Instead, the Lord is being gracious to him and allowing him to live out his life, so that he can have the opportunity to rebound, advance spiritually, and glorify the Lord in a positive way.  As the case now stands, Cain will glorify the justice of God by being disciplined for as long as he remains in perpetual carnality.

3.  Cain finally recognizes that he is being punished and being punished by the Lord Jesus Christ.  But he questions the fairness of his punishment.  Cain’s questioning of the fairness of God in this statement is no different than Satan’s questioning the fairness of his punishment to the lake of fire.  Satan certainly used this statement as a piece of his evidence against the justice of God, saying that God does not punish creatures fairly.

4.  Cain’s punishment is the loss of his job, his home, and social ostracism.  In contrast, Job lost much more than this and was able to recover and glorify God in a positive way.  In contrast, Adam lost far more than this and was able to carry on with his life.

5.  Cain’s punishment was not more than he could bear; it was more than he wanted to bear.  He did not take responsibility for his actions, and now he does not want to take responsibility for his punishment.


a.  When we are punished by God, we must take responsibility for our punishment.  Carnal and reversionistic believers cannot and will not do this.


b.  God expects us to take our punishment as from the Lord and not become bitter about it.


c. 
Heb 12:4-6, “Not yet to the point of blood have you formed a battle line in your face-to-face combat against sin; and so you have forgotten the principle of doctrine which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, stop despising the punishment of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He punishes, And He flogs every son whom He receives with love.’”




(1)  Man’s sinfulness and failure do not change God’s love for us.




(2)  Even God’s pre-knowledge of our sins and failures in eternity past cannot cancel or diminish God’s love for us.




(3)  Because God is perfect and absolute righteousness and integrity, His love cannot be prejudice, unfair, or discriminatory.  God’s love is without partiality.




(4)  God’s love is eternally consistent.  God’s love does not improve or decline.  Therefore, rejection of God’s love never results in any form of sinful or evil reaction from God.




(5)  Punitive action from God toward us does not imply any change in God’s love.




(6)  God’s love is never disappointed, never frustrated, never distracted.  Divine love is never sustained by human attractiveness, good behavior, human rapport, merit, or worthiness.




(7)  God’s love is never turned into any form of antagonism toward us because of our failures, because we still have the imputation of His righteousness.




(8)  You are intimately involved in face-to-face combat against sin.  We are punished when we fail in this combat.




(9)  We are under divine punishment because we forget the principle of doctrine not to despise the discipline of the Lord.  We are never to despise punishment from God.
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