Genesis 4:11





- this is the continuative use of the conjunction W with the adverb of time ‘ATAH, meaning “and,” “now,” or “now,” “therefore,” drawing a conclusion, especially a practical one, from what has been stated.  I will translate it “Now therefore” to bring out both the temporal aspect and the aspect of the inferential conclusion.  With this we have masculine singular qal passive participle from the verb ‘ARAR, which means, “to be cursed” plus the masculine singular personal pronoun  ‘ATAH, meaning “you.”  Finally we have the preposition MIN plus the definite article and the feminine singular noun ADAMAH, meaning “separated from or away from the ground.”  The entire phrase is translated “Now therefore you are cursed from the ground.”
 - this is the relative pronoun ‘ASHER, meaning “which” plus the third feminine singular qal perfect from the verb PATSAH, which means “to open.”  The phrase is translated “which has opened.”
- this is the sign of the object ‘ETH with the masculine singular construct form of the noun PEH, meaning “mouth” with a third feminine singular suffix, “its.”  It is translated “its mouth.”
- this is the preposition L used with the infinitive to introduce a purpose clause, plus the qal infinitive construct from the verb LAQACH, meaning “to take, to receive.”  Here it means, “to receive.”  With this we have the sign of the object ETH with the masculine plural construct form of the noun DAM, meaning “blood” plus the masculine singular construct form of the noun ‘ACH, meaning “brother” with the second masculine singular suffix “your.”  Finally we have the preposition MIN plus the feminine singular construct form of the noun YAD, meaning, “hand” with the second masculine singular suffix “your.”  The phrase is translated “to receive the blood of your brother from your hand.”
Gen 4:11 corrected translation
“Now therefore you are cursed from the ground which has opened its mouth to receive the blood of your brother from your hand.”
Explanation:
1.  The full extent of the curse upon Cain can be seen in God’s attitude toward reversionism given in Dt 28:15-20,

Dt 28:15, “But it shall come about, if you do not obey the Lord your God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:”

Dt 28:16, “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country.”

Dt 28:17, “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.”

Dt 28:18, “Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground, the increase of your herd and the young of your flock.”

Dt 28:19, “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.”

Dt 28:20, “The Lord will send upon you curses, confusion, and rebuke, in all you undertake to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, on account of the evil of your deeds, because you have forsaken Me.”

2.  Cain lost his livelihood.  He was a farmer, and the ground would never yield any produce to him again.  Not only does Cain lose his job, but also he will become the first homeless person.  Not all homelessness is caused by reversionism, but certainly this is a divine judgment of some of those who are homeless.

3.  Our Lord states the crime for which Cain is judged—murder of his brother.  Cain will not and does not accept the responsibility for this sin, but the Lord Jesus Christ holds him responsible and punishes him for it.


a.  Cain is not judged for this sin; he is punished.


b.  Cain is not judged because the Lord Jesus Christ will be judged for this sin on the Cross.


c.  The law of double punishment applies here:



(1)  Cain will suffer from the law of volitional responsibility, having to live with himself for the rest of his life as a murderer of his own brother.



(2)  Cain will suffer punishment from God as a function of divine discipline for his failure to rebound, rejection of the authority of his parents, and rejection of the will of God.

4.  Though Cain is found guilty by the supreme court of heaven of the first murder, Satan had a definite hand in the deed according to Jn 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
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