Genesis 3:9



- this is the W consecutive plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb QARA’, which means, “to call.”  With this we have the proper names JHWH and ELOHIM, meaning “the Lord God” and referring to Jesus Christ.  The phrase is translated “Then the Lord God called.”
- this is the preposition EL plus the definite article and the masculine singular noun ADAM, translated “to the man.”
- this is the W consecutive plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb AMAR, which means “and He said” plus the preposition L with the third masculine singular suffix, translated “to him.”   It is translated “And He said to him.”
- this is the interrogative pronoun ‘EY, meaning “where; why” with the second masculine singular suffix “you.”  It can be translated two ways: “Where are you?” which is the traditional translation, but it can also be translated “Why are you where you are?”  The latter makes more sense, because God knew where Adam was and Adam knew where he was, so the former question makes no sense in the mouth of God.  But the latter question makes perfect sense.

Gen 3:9 corrected translation
“Then the Lord God called to the man, and He said, ‘Why are you where you are?’”
Explanation:
1.  Jesus Christ always comes to mankind in his time of need.


a.  God loves all of His creatures and always has.


b.  There is nothing God will not do for those whom He loves and He loves all of us with a perfect, infinite love.


c.  God wants the very best for His creatures.


d.  Therefore, God gives His creatures free will and everything they need to have a perfect relationship with Him.


e.  The problem is creatures use that free will to reject God and sin against Him.


f.  Yet in spite of our rejection of God and sin against Him, God still loves us.


g.  God’s love is manifest in His graciousness toward us in our state of sinfulness.


h.  God the Holy Spirit comes to every unbeliever who has ever lived and makes the gospel understandable to them.


i.  In our verse, God the Son, who created Adam and the woman as His witnesses against Satan, now comes to them to judge them, just as He came to Satan to judge him after his sin of rejection against God and rebellion from God.


j.  Condemnation and judgment is absolutely necessary before Jesus Christ can provide the offer of eternal salvation.  Satan rejected his own condemnation and judgment, even though God had proven him to be completely wrong, arrogant, and sinful against God.


k.  Now Jesus Christ does the same thing with another creature--Adam, who is the one who sinned in cognizance, knowing exactly what he was doing when he sinned.


l.  Jesus Christ comes seeking man in judgment and in love.  God’s grace is about to function toward Adam in the most marvelous way.  God is going to provide judgment of Adam, so that Adam can have the chance for eternal life—something better than what he now has.


m.  After condemnation, judgment, and salvation, Adam will have the guarantee of a future eternal life with God forever without the possibility of ever sinning again—something far better than a continuing existence in the garden of Eden without hope of eternal life with God.

2.  Jesus Christ holds the man responsible, not the woman.


a.  Adam was in charge.  He was the husband.


b.  Adam was the one who sinned in cognizance, knowing exactly what he was doing.  The woman was deceived.


c.  The Lord will deal with Adam as the one who is responsible for what goes wrong in a marriage.


d.  The husband is responsible for what his wife does, even if it is not his fault because he is in charge and is responsible.


e.  It is the responsibility of leadership to take the blame for the mistakes made by subordinates.


f.  Adam may or may not have already been taught this by the Lord.  Whether he liked it or not, he was going to take the blame for his own actions, whether or not they were motivated by the woman.  Adam will blame her, trying to remove the responsibility from himself.  But the Lord isn’t buying any of it.

3.  Why did our Lord call out to the man?


a.  Jesus knew exactly where Adam was hiding.  The Lord was not going to play a child’s game of hide and seek.


b.  The Lord’s calling out to Adam was the Lord’s way of telling Adam to stop playing around trying to hide and come forward and face the consequences of your actions.


c.  Adam is a complete coward, as we all are when we sin against God.


d.  Our Lord is telling Adam indirectly to come forward and present himself.


e.  The Lord is exercising his authority, which He has every right to do.

4.  “Why are you where you are?”

a.  This is a much better translation than “Where are you?”  Jesus knew where Adam was.  He was probably hiding behind the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Why would omniscient God ask Adam where he was?  Adam knew exactly where he was.  God doesn’t ask stupid questions.


b.  The question “Why are you where you are?” is designed to make Adam stop being afraid and start thinking about his situation.


c.  The Lord asks Adam a legitimate question to force him to evaluate his situation and his status.


d.  Adam should have started thinking the following:



(1)  I’m hiding because I am afraid of God.



(2)  I’m afraid of God because I have done something wrong—I’ve deliberately rejected His authority and will and have done what I wanted in spite of Him.



(3)  I should respect His authority and walk up to Him and tell him what I have done.



(4)  He loves me and will do what is best for me, even if it is discipline and punishment.


e.  Adam had not yet faced up to the reasons why he had sinned, why he had listened to the snake and the woman and put on the stupid fig leaves, and why he was now hiding from the Lord.


f.  Adam gave up his authority when he did what the woman wanted him to do by eating the forbidden fruit.  Satan probably told her to get dressed, and she in turn probably told Adam to cover himself so she wouldn’t have to look at him anymore.  Then she probably told him to hide from God.  She was doing the leading now and he was doing the following.


g.  This is why Adam immediately blamed the woman when the Lord started holding him responsible.  Adam tries to get out of everything by blaming the one who was in charge.


h.  The Lord wanted Adam to realize what was going on, what he had done to himself through his own bad decisions to follow the woman’s lead.


i.  This question wasn’t asking Adam his physical location but his spiritual condition.  The Lord was asking:



(1)  Why are you spiritually dead?



(2)  Why are you afraid of Me?



(3)  Why are you hiding from Me?



(4)  Why are you dressed in those stupid fig leaves?



(5)  Why are you following the woman instead of leading her?
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