Genesis 3:8





- this is the W consecutive plus the third masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb SHAMA’, which means, “to hear.”  It is translated “And they heard.”
- this is the sign of the direct object ETH plus the construct form of the masculine singular noun QOL, meaning “sound, voice.”  Here it means “sound of.”  With this we have the proper names JHWH and ELOHIM, meaning “the Lord God” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, the revealed member of the Godhead.  It is translated “the sound of the Lord God.”
- this is the masculine plural hithpael participle from the verb HALAK, which means “to walk about; to walk around.”  With this we have the preposition B with the definite article and the common singular noun GAN, meaning “in the garden.”  The entire phrase is translated “walking around in the garden.”
- this is the preposition L plus the common singular noun RUACH in the construct state with the definite article and masculine singular noun YOM, meaning “at the breeze of the day.” 

- this is the definite article plus the masculine singular noun ADAM and the connective W with the feminine singular construct noun ISHAH with the third masculine singular suffix “his.”  Together these words form the subject of the verb and are translated “the man and his wife.”  With this we have the W consecutive plus the hithpael imperfect third masculine singular from the verb CHABA’, which means, “to keep oneself hidden.”  The entire phrase says, “And the man and his wife kept themselves hidden.”
- this is the preposition MIN plus the construct form of the common noun PANEH plus the proper nouns JHWH and ELOHIM, meaning “from the face of the Lord God.”
- this is the preposition B plus the masculine singular construct noun TAWEK, meaning “in the middle of” plus the masculine singular construct noun ‘ETS, meaning “the trees of” plus the definite article and common singular noun GAN, meaning “the garden.”
Gen 3:8 corrected translation
“And they heard the sound of the Lord God [Jesus Christ] walking around in the garden at the breeze of the day.  And the man and his wife kept themselves hidden from the face of the Lord God in the middle of the trees of the garden.”
Explanation:
1.  “And they heard the sound of the Lord God [Jesus Christ] walking around in the garden at the breeze of the day.”

a.  Adam and the woman were in this together.  They had no gotten around to blaming each other yet.


b.  To hear someone walking around during the daytime means that the Lord was very close to them.  They were attempting to hide from God, as if such a thing could be done.  This shows that they were not thinking straight.


c.  The Lord was making enough noise so that they would know exactly where He was.  He was not hiding from them.  He knew exactly where they were.


d.  The breeze of the day is generally in the late afternoon or early evening.  This indicates that they had plenty of time to go to the Lord and acknowledge their sinfulness, but they did not.


e.  The Lord had to come to them, because they were not going to go to the Lord.


f.  The Lord always comes to us in grace, especially when we are spiritually dead and need a savior.


g.  The Lord wanted them to know that He was there because He was there to provide them eternal salvation.  All they needed to do was to acknowledge to Him what they had done wrong and He would have provided the solution for them.  Instead, they hide from Him, not wanting His solution.


h.  The Lord had provided everything else for them in grace.  Now he would provide the solution to the problem of sin for them.  But first His justice demanded that they be judged and found guilty of their sinfulness.

2.  “And the man and his wife kept themselves hidden from the face of the Lord God in the middle of the trees of the garden.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Job 31:33, “Have I covered my transgressions like Adam, By hiding my iniquity in my bosom.”


(2)  The omniscience of God is taught in Psa 138:1-12.

Psa 139:1 O Lord, You have searched me and known me.
Psa 139:2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought from afar.

Psa 139:3 You scrutinize my path and my lying down, And are intimately acquainted with all my ways.

Psa 139:4 Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O Lord, You know it all.

Psa 139:5 You have enclosed me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me.

Psa 139:6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is too high, I cannot attain to it.

Psa 139:7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?

Psa 139:8 If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.

Psa 139:9 If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,

Psa 139:10 Even there Your hand will lead me, And Your right hand will lay hold of me.

Psa 139:11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, And the light around me will be night,”
Psa 139:12 Even the darkness is not dark to You, And the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to You.”


(3)  The unbeliever in spiritual death wants to hide from God, Rev 6:15-17, “Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”

b.  The fact they were still in the middle of the trees of the garden means that they were still near the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  They had not even fled the scene of the crime.


c.  Spiritual death wants nothing to do with God.  It does not want to be around God.  It does not want to be reminded that it is sinful.


d.  Spiritual death does not want to be judged.


e.  Adam and the woman made a deliberate decision to hide from God.  What were they hiding?



(1)  The fact they were hiding indicates that they knew that the Lord would know the second he looked at them that they had sinned.



(2)  Why?  Because they were clothed.



(3)  This indicated that they were taking direction from someone other than the Lord.



(4)  It also indicated that they now thought that they had done something wrong and had done something about it by clothing themselves.  Since the only thing they could do wrong was violate God’s command, the fig leaves were an immediate indication of their state of rejection of God.



(5)  Clothing themselves and then hiding from God shows the inconsistency in their thinking.  They were not fooling God.  If they wanted to try to fool God, they would have kept taken the fig leaves off and walked right up to him as if nothing had ever happened.



(6)  But they couldn’t even do that because they knew they could not fool God.  Therefore, hiding from God was not going to fool Him either.



(7)  Only a fool tries to fool God.  Attempting to fool God is the fool being himself.



(8)  Adam and the woman did not fool God.  They were only fooling themselves.  We never get away with anything when we sin.  We are only fooling ourselves if we think we can get away with sin.



(9)  The fool says in his heart there is no God.  The fool functions in the garden by trying to hide from God.
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