Genesis 3:7






- this is the W consecutive plus the third feminine plural niphil imperfect from the verb PAQACH, which means, “to be opened.”  This is followed by the dual masculine noun AYIN, meaning “eyes” in the construct state with the dual masculine adjective SHENAYIM in the construct state with a third masculine plural suffix.  It means “the two of their.”  Literally this says, “Then the eyes of the two of them were opened.”  In English we say, “Then the eyes of both of them were opened.”

1.  This is a metaphor, which refers to the start of the function of the conscience of the soul.


2.  This does not refer to a better understanding of what is going on around them.  It is not a reference to a clearer picture of reality, or a heightened cognition.


3.  The woman wanted a greater understanding than she currently had, but that is not what she received.  She was deceived by Satan.  No one ever gets what they want when they listen to Satan.


4.  The opening of the eyes means they now understood right and wrong, good and bad, righteousness versus sin and evil.  It has nothing to do with cognition, understanding, or comprehension.

- this is the W consecutive plus the third masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb YADA’, which means, “to know, understand, realize, recognize.”  This is how the word is generally translated, but is not the meaning here.  This is followed by the particle KI, meaning “that,” which introduces the content of the mental activity described in the verb.

qal  1. observe, realize  2. find out  3. care about; to be concerned about 4. recognize, perceive  5. know by acquaintance 6. have intercourse  8. (come to) understand 9. have insight, judgment  niphil  1. make oneself known  2. let oneself be seen 3. be noticed, observed, detected 4. be(come) known  5. know oneself, gain insight  piel  cause to know  pual  1. acquaintance, confidant  2. something known  hiphil  1. let know, make known  2. inform, announce 3. apprise  4. teach, give the signal to hophal  1. be made known, set forth 2. be brought to someone’s awareness, consciousness  hithpael  make oneself known  So what is the meaning of YADA here?


1.  It doesn’t mean “to know, understand, perceive, recognize or realize” that they were naked.  From the first moment Adam and the woman saw each other there was no doubt in their mind that they were not wearing any clothes.


2.  Nakedness had never been a problem for them, nor an issue for them.  There was nothing wrong with being naked as far as they were concerned.  The Lord wasn’t bothered by it, why should they be?  The Lord had created them naked and brought them together in a state of nakedness.  Nakedness was obviously the will of the Lord and not sinful.


3.  But now that they had committed the act of rebellion against God, they had changed their values.  Now nakedness was a concern to them.  Where did this concern come from?  Satan.  As the ruler of the world he now began exercising his authority.  The first act was to make them both feel guilty about being naked.  He needed to clean up the kingdom.


4.  The woman had lusted for the fruit.  Adam had lusted for the woman.  Both lusted for each other.  They obviously had a lust problem according to Satan, and he would fix it by getting them dressed properly.


5.  Therefore, the meaning of the verb is “to be concerned about.”  They had become concerned about being naked.  The opening of their eyes was the activation of their conscience.  The previous standard in their soul regarding their nakedness was that it was not a concern.  Now it was a big concern.


6.  Satan immediately feeds their conscience with the norms and standards of satanic viewpoint, which says you must be dressed.


7.  So the fact that they are dressed is an immediate indication to the Lord that they were not operating on His standards.  The Lord knew in eternity past that they would sin.  He knew the exact day they would do so.  This was no surprise to Him.

- this is the masculine singular adjective ‘EYRUM, which means “naked” plus the independent masculine plural  pronoun HEM, which means “they.”
“Then the eyes of both of them were opened.  And they were concerned that they were naked.”
- this is the W consecutive with the third masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb TAPAR, which means, “to sew together.”  It is translated “Then they sewed together.”
 - this is the masculine singular construct noun ‘ALEH, which means “the leaves of” with the feminine singular noun TE’ENAH, which means “a fig tree.”
- this is the W consecutive plus the third masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb ‘ASAH, meaning, “to make.”  With this we have preposition L with the third masculine plural suffix, meaning “for themselves.”
- this is the feminine plural noun CHAGORAH, which means “a belt, sash; loincloth or loin covering.”  The loin is the area of body below the waste and above the thighs in the front.

Gen 3:7 corrected translation
“Then the eyes of both of them were opened.  And they were concerned that they were naked.  Then they sewed together the leaves of a fig tree and made for themselves loin coverings.”
Explanation:
1.  What did they see, now that their eyes were opened?


a.  The opening of the eyes is a metaphor, a word picture of something else.


b.  This does not refer to a better or clearer understanding of reality or the world around them or of themselves.


c.  This is a reference to the beginning of the operation of their conscience, knowing the difference between right and wrong.


d.  Satan implied that the woman would gain a greater understanding of life and the world around her.  That was his deception of her.


e.  In truth, all they gained was the reality of how awful they were as the first sinners.  It is one thing for us to be born physically as sinners and commit sins.  We have never known anything different than our fallen state as unbelievers.  It is something else to be created perfect and have no contact with sin or wrongdoing of any kind and live that way for a period of time and then become a sinner.


f.  The shock of falling into a state of sinfulness must have been tremendous to them both.  The guilt and shame was probably overwhelming.


g.  So Satan immediately went into action to provide a solution to this guilt and shame--operation let’s get dressed.


h.  When their eyes were opened, they thought they would see life more clearly.  What they really saw was how clearly they were wrong.


i.  They couldn’t live with this reality.  Everything was ruined.  So Satan, wanting to make himself like God, provides his solution—let’s find something to blame it on instead of ourselves.


j.  Satan blames their problem of sin on their nakedness.  This is something they have easily focused on in the past and can correct quickly.  Quick solutions are no solutions unless they are divine solutions.  God has only provided two quick solutions in life:



(1)  Salvation is instantaneous the moment we believe in Christ.



(2)  Restoration to fellowship with God is instantaneous the moment we acknowledge our sin to God.


k.  Being spiritually dead and totally aware of their state of sinfulness and resultant guilt, which is also a product of sinfulness, they accept Satan’s solution immediately.  The woman accepted Satan’s solution to wanting to be wiser.  Now both of them are accepting his solution to sinfulness--human good parlayed into evil.


l.  So now that their eyes were opened, all they really saw was:



(1)  Their own sinfulness.



(2)  Their own guilt.



(3)  Their own shame.



(4)  Their own imperfection.



(5)  The loss of their relationship with God.



(6)  The loss of their rulership of the world.


m.  They definitely had a greater sense of reality, but it was not the reality for which they had hoped.  The same is true of all believers who react to something in life and go off on a frantic search for happiness.  They expect to find happiness through something they do, but they don’t find it.  Adam and the woman expected operation cover-up to assuage their guilt complex.  It did not.  Nor did it get rid of their imperfection, state of sinfulness, total depravity, or restore their loss of relationship with God.


n.  Their eyes were opened to their own state of sinfulness and to their lack of a relationship with God.

2.  Why were they concerned about their nakedness?


a.  Because Satan had told them that their nakedness was wrong, and inappropriate in his kingdom.


b.  They accepted Satan’s value system immediately and his suggestion to fix their shameful state by getting dressed.


c.  It is interesting that they only focused on their genitals.  Why not cover all of their body and do a really thorough job?  Because nakedness was not the real issue and Satan knew it.


d.  He just wanted to get them to begin following his suggestions and produce creature-contrived solutions to problems, which are no solutions at all.


e.  Covering their loins had no effect upon their spiritual life or lack of spiritual life.  It changed nothing; it improved nothing; it made no difference at all.  Human solutions to problems never solve anything.  They do not change or fix anything.


f.  Their concern came from their awareness of the difference between right and wrong.  But there was nothing wrong with their nakedness before their sin and there was nothing wrong with their nakedness after they sinned.


g.  They had no standards of right or wrong until Satan introduced them to a false standard--being naked.  There is nothing wrong with being naked in front of your marriage partner when you are alone.  Remember that there was no one else there to see.  However, there is everything wrong with nakedness in front of those who are not your marriage partner.


h.  Satan is constantly introducing false standards to believers all the time, in order to attempt to get them to fix their state of sinfulness.  These false standards are called taboos, and they change with each generation and in each society.


i.  Taboos are not divine solutions to sin.  Faith in Christ and the rebound technique are the only solutions to the human problem of sin.

3.  Why did they cover their loins?


a.  They were naked all over.  Why didn’t they cover their face to hide the shame of being the first sinners?  Why didn’t they cover the other parts of their body?  Weren’t the other parts of their body just as bad?


b.  What made them decide that their loins were particularly bad, evil, wrong, or had contributed in any way to their sin?


c.  Who showed them how to sew?

4.  The demand that they cover a part of their body came from Satan.


a.  Satan did not want them to be ashamed of what they had done.  He wanted them to feel good about themselves.


b.  So Satan blames their feelings of shame, not on their newfound conscience, but on their recognition and concern about their nakedness.


c.  Satan gives them an excuse for their shame.  This is the first act of self-justification.


d.  Satan says that they have a guilty conscience, not because they have disobeyed God, but because they are exposing themselves to each other.


e.  So Satan provides a self-justifying modus operandi to get rid of their guilty conscience.



(1)  Satan’s solution to guilt has always been to do something about the situation to make yourself a better person.



(2)  Satanic thinking is that if you don’t like yourself the way you are, then you can fix yourself.  This is human viewpoint, satanic thinking from the cosmic system.



(3)  Human solutions are no solutions.  Only divine solutions are true solutions to any problem in life.



(4)  There is nothing we can do to solve the problem of sin.



(5)  Feeling sorry for what you have done is meaningless.  It changes nothing; it does nothing.  Our forgiveness of others should never depend upon them feeling sorry for what they have done.  There is no integrity in that.  Feeling sorry for what you have done, does not fix the problem you have created by what you have done.  For example, if you murder someone, and then feel sorry for it, what does your feeling have to do with anything?  It does not bring life back to the dead person.  It does not comfort the loved ones who have lost someone or motivate them to forgive you.  That motivation comes from God the Holy Spirit using the doctrine in their souls.  It does not restore your relationship with God.



(6)  How you feel about sin is meaningless to God, yourself, and others?  It does not excuse you or others.  God did not care about how Adam and the woman felt about their sin.  He did not care about their attempted human good solution to their sin.  He was not impressed with their fig leaf solution to sin.



(7)  God is not impressed with our fig leaf solution to sin.  When we cry, or worry, or are afraid of the consequences of our sinfulness, it does not impress God or cause Him to function differently toward you.


f.  Covering themselves with fig leaves does not solve the problem of no longer having a relationship with God.  They could bury themselves in fig leaves and it would change nothing.


g.  Operation fig leaves is human beings providing a satanically motivated human solution to the problems created by sinning.



(1)  Covering their genitals did not make them righteous, or holy, or keep them from sinning further.



(2)  The genitals had nothing to do with their original sin.  How can covering them up solve anything?  Their solution is ignorance at best and illogical at worst.



(3)  Operation fig leaves only compounds their sinful statement, because now they are going beyond sin into the wrongdoing of human and evil.



(4)  Human good is man by man’s efforts thinking he can solve his own problems and repair his loss of relationship with God.  Evil is the attempt to cover up one’s sinfulness with other acts which are self-righteous.



(5)  We cannot and do not hide anything from God.  Operation fig leaves was a feeble attempt to cover up the sinful state of their soul, but they had the fig leaves over the wrong area of the body.  They should have been over their head.



(6)  When we attempt to right our wrongs through our own efforts, we turn this attempt into self-justification and self-deception.



(7)  The man and woman are entering self-deception here, thinking that wearing the fig leaves is a solution to their shame and guilt from sin.  Self-deception keeps us from seeing reality perfectly—what the woman really wanted.



(8)  Human good and evil is the means of self-justification and self-deception.



(9)  Having done all of this work to make themselves right with God, they should have no problem facing the Lord the next time He comes to visit them.  They have made themselves right before each other; therefore, they should be right before God.
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