Genesis 3:5




- this is the causal use of the conjunctive particle KI, meaning “because” plus the subject ELOHIM, meaning “God” and the qal perfect masculine singular from the verb YADA’ which means, “to know.”  It is translated “because God knows.”
- this is the explanatory use of the conjunctive particle KI, meaning “that” with the inseparable preposition B, meaning “in, on” and the masculine singular noun YOM, meaning “on the day.”  With this we have the second masculine plural qal infinitive construct from the verb ‘AKAL, meaning “you eat,” and the preposition MIN with the third masculine singular suffix, meaning “from it.”  The entire phrase is translated “that on the day you eat from it.”
- this is the W consecutive with the third common plural niphil perfect from the verb PAQACH, which means in the qal “to open” and in the niphil “to be opened.”
- this is the feminine dual common noun ‘AYIN, meaning “eyes” with a second masculine plural suffix, “your.”  This is the subject of the previous verb and is translated “and your eyes will be opened.”  Satan implies here that their eyes are not open now, which means they don’t really know what is going on in their life.

- this is the W consecutive with the qal perfect from the verb HAYAH with a second masculine plural suffix, meaning “and you will be.”
- this is the inseparable preposition K with the masculine plural noun ELOHIM, meaning “as, like God.”
- this is the masculine plural qal participle from the verb YADA’, meaning “to know” with the masculine singular noun TOV with the connective W and the masculine singular adjective RA’, meaning “evil” (in an absolute ethical sense).  The phrase is translated “knowing good and evil.”
Gen 3:5 corrected translation
“Because God knows that on the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God knowing good and evil.”
Explanation:
1.  About the only truth in this entire statement of Satan’s is that “God knows.”

a.  This is a reference to the omniscience of God.  Omniscience means that God knows everything along with all the possibilities that could have existed but do not, and there are an infinite number of possibilities.


b.  Omniscience means that God knows all the knowable including all the possible.  God’s knowledge is therefore infinite.


c.  Satan knows that God knows everything, and God knows that Satan knows that God knows everything.


d.  Satan begins his lie with the truth.  Most false teaching always begins with truth and moves into error.


e.  Satan cannot and will not reject the fact that God knows everything, but he implies that God does not want man to know everything.


f.  God is not hiding anything from man.  God was not keeping the knowledge of good and evil from the man and the woman.


g.  The man and woman did not need the knowledge of good and evil.


h.  The knowledge of good and evil is knowing the difference between right and wrong.  This is called having a conscience and is the function of the conscience as a part of man’s soul.


i.  The man and the woman had no need of a conscience.  The purpose of a conscience is to restrain man from doing what is wrong.


j.  The man and the woman could not do anything wrong.  They had no need of a conscience.  They had no need of any self-restraint.


k.  The only thing they could do wrong was disobey the one and only command God had given them.  They probably received periodic reminders from the Lord and from each other that they were not to eat the forbidden fruit.  But they did not need a conscience to remind them.

2.  Satan knew he had already won the battle, when he made this statement.


a.  When Satan said “on the day that you eat from it,” he didn’t know exactly which day it would be, but he knew without a doubt that one day the woman would eat.  It was probably within a few days of this conversation.


b.  Satan is totally arrogant.  He was completely confident that he could talk the woman into doing what he wanted.  After all, he had talked one third of the angels into doing what he wanted.  Talking a woman into doing what he wanted was no problem.


c.  This also implies another argument of Satan.  Satan is subtly suggesting that she is going to eat the fruit one of these days anyway, so why not just get it over with so that you can be like God now.  Why wait to be like God, when you can be like Him right now?


d.  Satan’s argument would run something like this: “You say you love God and want to be like Him in every possible way.  Good for you; so do I.  Well, let me tell you what I did to become just like Him.  I had to find out what the difference was between good and evil.  God knew the difference and I didn’t.  So the only way I could learn how to be as perfect as He is was to learn about evil, so that I could be perfect as He is perfect.  It worked for me, and it can work for you.  Besides, maybe God is afraid of you becoming just like Him, which is why He doesn’t want you to have a conscience.”

e.  Satan knew he had won the battle, but did not yet realize that he would lose the war.  Arrogance is blind—blind to the truth.  The man and woman would fall into sin, and Satan knew they would.  What he didn’t know was that God would really provide eternal salvation for both of them through the sacrifice of Himself.

3.  The first big lie—“your eyes will be opened.”

a.  The opening of the eyes is a metaphor for having complete understanding of something.


b.  Satan suggests or promises the woman that if she does what God has forbidden, then she will have a complete understanding of something.


c.  This, of course, is another lie.


d.  This also implies that her eyes are not open now, which means she doesn’t know as much as she should know or could know and that she could know a lot more if she would do what Satan suggests.



(1)  The woman was the smartest woman who ever lived, but this wasn’t good enough for her.  Why not?



(2)  She was not jealous of Adam’s intelligence, she loved everything about him.  He didn’t flaunt his intelligence or authority.  He was a perfect husband.



(3)  She wasn’t jealous of the Lord’s intelligence, she loved Him in every way as well.



(4)  So Satan had to use her love for Adam and the Lord as her motivation for wanting to know more so that she would be more like those she loved.  She wanted to be like the Most High God, just as Satan did, but for a different reason.  She wanted to be like God because she loved God.  Satan wanted to be like God because He was jealous of and envied God.



(5)  So Satan uses her right motivation (love for God) against her by convincing her to do a wrong thing (disobey God).


d.  Disobedience is not how anyone gains understanding of anything, except what punishment is all about.


e.  The only understanding the woman gained from disobeying God was that:



(1)  She no longer had a perfect relationship with God.



(2)  She no longer had a perfect relationship with her husband.



(3)  She no longer had a perfect relationship with her environment.



(4)  She was no longer in control of herself.  Satan was now in charge of her.



(5)  She understood very quickly that her emotions took control of her soul.



(6)  She learned that she had a sin nature which made her desire things she had never desired before.



(7)  She learned that she had no personal sense of destiny, no love for anyone but herself.



(8)  She learned to be preoccupied with herself.



(9)  She learned to justify herself.



(10)  She learned to deceive herself.


f.  The only thing the woman’s eyes were opened to was all that she had lost, and even then her own self-deception and blind arrogance would prevent her from understanding her own evil clearly.


g.  So this statement of Satan is a complete lie in every possible way.  There is not one ounce of truth in it.

4.  The second big lie—knowing the difference between good and evil does not make anyone like God.


a.  This was Satan’s biggest lie to the woman.


b.  The woman was naturally curious.  That is not a sin and there is nothing wrong with it.  If man were not curious about God, there would be no God consciousness.  So curiosity is not a sin.


c.  The woman was not arrogant.  Arrogance is a sin, and the woman could only sin in one way--by eating the forbidden fruit.


d.  The woman sincerely wanted to be like God because she loved God.  She wanted to do the right thing.  She wanted to be like her God.


e.  Satan had convinced her that the only way she could love the Lord the most was by becoming just like He is.  And to do this requires you to know the difference between good and evil, just like God does.


f.  The problem is that God knows the difference between good and evil from the viewpoint of absolute perfect righteousness.  Mankind knows the difference between good and evil from the viewpoint of total depravity.


g.  It is impossible for any creature to be like God.  This has been Satan’s lifelong ambition, and this same ambition is what he offered to the woman.


h.  The woman could never attain the goal of being like God, but she could and did attain the goal of being like Satan.  And remember that the man’s sin was much worse, because he was not deceived; he was not trying to be like God; he just wanted the woman more than he wanted a relationship with God.


i.  The closest anyone will ever come to being like God is the Church Age believer.



(1)  God gives us His very own righteousness.



(2)  God gives us His very own life.



(3)  God gives us more power through the filling of the Holy Spirit than any other believers of any other dispensation.



(4)  God gives us more knowledge of His word, will, plan, and purpose through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit than any other believers in human history.



(5)  God will give a resurrection body exactly like our Lord’s.



(6)  God gives us more of His love than any other believers because we are the bride of Christ.

5.  Does God want us to know the difference between good and evil?


a.  Yes.


b.  Why?  Because we have a sin nature at the moment of physical birth which stays with us at the new birth and continues to operate every time we give into temptation.


c.  How does God impart the knowledge of the difference between good and evil to us?



(1)  He gives us a conscience as a part of the mentality of the soul.



(2)  He gives us parents to teach us the difference between right and wrong as children.



(3)  He gives us His word to teach us the difference between His will and the functions of Satan and the old sin nature as adults.


d.  Disobedience to the will of God does not teach us the difference between right and wrong.


e.  Disobedience of God does not help us love God more.


f.  Disobedience of God does not make us better persons.


g.  Disobedience of God does not make us more like God.


h.  Disobedience of God does not give us better understanding of life.


i.  Disobedience of God does not make us smarter in any way.  In fact, it makes us more stupid than we could ever imagine.


j.  The woman didn’t find this out until it was too late.


k.  God wants you to know the difference between good and evil, but you don’t have to experience the evil to learn the difference.


l.  God will teach you the difference between good and evil through the mentorship of the God the Holy Spirit.

     m.  If the woman really wanted to know the difference that badly, all she had to do was ask the Lord and He would have explained it to her.  She didn’t need to sin to acquire the knowledge.
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