Genesis 3:4



- this is the W consecutive third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb AMAR, meaning, “to say, speak” with the definite article and masculine singular noun NACHASH, meaning “the snake.”  It is translated “Then the snake said.”
- this is the preposition EL with the definite article and the feminine singular noun ISHAH, meaning “to the woman.”
- this is the negative adverb LO, meaning “not” plus the qal infinitive absolute from the verb MUTH, meaning, “to die.”
- this is the second masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb MUTH, translated “you will die.”  The qal infinitive absolute with the qal imperfect of the same verb is a Hebrew idiomatic expression which dramatically intensifies the action.  Here it is translated “You will definitely not die.”
Gen 3:4 corrected translation
“Then the snake said to the woman, ‘You will actually not die.’”
Explanation:
1.  Satan now deceives the woman with a lie.


a.  The woman is not dumb, not stupid, not ignorant of what is being said.  She very clearly understood that God had said that if they eat of the forbidden fruit, then they would die spiritually.


b.  Satan knew this too.  So he subtly attacks the truth, which he knows he cannot defeat, by changing the meaning of the truth.


c.  Satan tells his version of the truth, “You will not actually die physically, if you eat this fruit.”  He may have even demonstrated for the woman to prove his point.


d.  So the woman is thinking if I eat that fruit I will die, and she is thinking spiritual death.  But Satan is saying, if you eat that fruit, you will not die, and he is talking about physical death.


e.  They are both talking about death, but each is talking about a different kind of death, and Satan knows that they are each talking about a different kind of death, and therefore, he is deceiving her.

2.  There are eight categories of death mentioned in Scripture.

A.  Spiritual Death of the Human Race.

1.  Spiritual death was the penalty of sin, and was so given as the warning to mankind in the garden.  Gen 2:17, “dying you will die.”  “Dying” refers to spiritual death at birth or the fall of man; “you shall die” refers to physical death.  The origin of spiritual death was the original sin of man in the garden.


2.  The penalty was imposed at the fall of man and is perpetuated in the human race through the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed old sin nature after birth, simultaneously with the imputation of human life.  The old sin nature is transmitted through the twenty-three male chromosomes, which fertilize the female ovum.  We are not condemned by our personal sins.


3.  Spiritual death occurs at the moment of physical birth.  The entire human race is born physically alive and spiritually dead because of the two imputations, which occur at birth.



a.   Eph 2:1, “And you, being dead in your transgressions and sins,” (not “because of your transgressions and sins”).  Personal sins are only a sign that you are spiritually dead.



b.  Rom 5:12, “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death [spiritual death] through that sin, so [spiritual] death spread to all men because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”

4.  There are two categories of spiritual death.



a.  Real spiritual death.  This was the actual spiritual death of Adam, who made the decision for the entire human race.  We are all really spiritually dead at the moment of physical birth.



b.  Substitutionary spiritual death.  This occurred on the cross, when our Lord bore our sins in His own body and was judged.  Our personal sins were never imputed to us for condemnation, but to Jesus Christ as our substitute, 1 Pet 2:24, 3:18; 2 Cor 5:21; Isa 53:6; Rom 5:8.


5.  The solution to spiritual death is stated in Rom 6:23.  “The wages of sin is death [spiritual death], but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”


a.  Mt 8:22, “Follow Me; let the [spiritually] dead bury their own [physically] dead.”


b.  1 Cor 15:22, “For as in Adam all die [spiritual death], so also in Christ shall all be made alive.”
B.  Positional Death of the Believer.

1.  While spiritual death occurs at physical birth, positional death occurs at the second birth, the new birth or regeneration.


2.    Positional death occurs through the baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation.  The believer is identified with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. Rom 6:1-5.  “Therefore, what are we to conclude?  Are we to continue under the sin nature that grace might increase?  Emphatically not!  We who have died to the sin nature, how shall we still live in it?  Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His [spiritual] death?  Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, that as Christ has been raised up from the dead to the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.  So if we have become intimately united in the likeness of His death, not only this but also we shall be intimately united in the likeness of His resurrection.”
C.  The Carnal Death of the Believer:  Cosmic Death or Carnality.

  
1.  The carnal death of the believer deals with three categories of failure:



a.  Post-salvation sinning.



b.  Post-salvation human good.



c.  Post-salvation evil.


2.  The carnal death of the believer is the subject of the phrase in:



a.  Eph 5:14, “Therefore, it says, `Wake up, you sleeper.  Stand up out from the acts of sin.”


b.  1 Cor 3:1, “And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual persons, but as to carnal persons, even as to babies in Christ.”


c.  James 1:15, “When lust has become pregnant, it gives birth to sin. Furthermore, when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.”  Lust is temptation trying to penetrate the soul.



d.  1 Tim 5:6, “But that widow who constantly indulges in wanton pleasure has died while she is living.”


e.  Rev 3:1, “I know your production, that you have a reputation that you are living, but you are dead.”


f.  Rom 8:6, “For the mindset of the flesh [old sin nature] is death [cosmic death], but the mindset of the Spirit is life and prosperity.”
 

g.  Rom 8:13, “For if you are living according to the flesh [old sin nature], you must die [cosmic death], but if you through the Holy Spirit are putting to death the production of the flesh, you live.”
D.  Production Mortality of the Believer:  Dead Works.

1.  This can be classified as operational death or “dead works,” according to Heb 6:1.  “Therefore, graduating from the elementary teachings about Christ, let us advance to maturity, not laying again the foundation of a change of mind about dead works and faith toward God.”

2.  All works, production, and Christian service of the believer in the cosmic system is dead, and will be burned at the Judgment Seat of Christ, 1 Cor 3:12-15.  All Christian production will be evaluated at the Judgment Seat of Christ, Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10.

E.  Sexual Death.


1.  Sexual death in the male refers to inability to copulate and procreate.  Sexual death in the female refers to inability to procreate.


2.  This category of death is only used in relation to Abraham and Sarah, as found in Rom 4:17-21 and Heb 11:11-12.

F.  Physical Death of the Human Race.

1.  Physical death is defined as separation of the soul from the body so that the person no longer lives on planet earth.  The soul never dies; it lives forever.


2.  Physical death is a matter of the sovereign decision of God, based on His perfect knowledge of all the facts, Ps 68:19-20.

G.  The Second Death, Rev 2:11.


1.  The second death is for unbelievers only.  It is eternal separation from God and final judgment in the lake of fire.  It is part of the second resurrection.


2.  It occurs at the end of the Gog revolution at the end of the Millennium.  It is the final judgment of all unbelievers, Heb 9:27; Rev 20:12-15.


3.  Each unbeliever is judged according to his good deeds, which add up to unrighteousness.  The unbeliever is cast into the lake of fire because of rejection of Christ.  He is not judged for personal sins since these were already judged on the cross.

H.  The Sin unto Death.

1.  This refers to the manner of death for the believer who rejects rebound and stays in the cosmic system.  It is dying a horrible death with maximum pain, suffering and agony.


2.  David’s discipline is an example of Old Testament sin unto death, Ps 32, 38.


3.  Military disaster is a part of the sin unto death, 1 Jn 5:16; Jer 9:13-16, 44:12.


4.  Depression, famine, and criminal violence are a part of the sin unto death.  Phil 3:18-19, “whose termination of life is ruin.”

5.  Rev 3:15-16 describes the sin unto death as a lukewarm believer, whom the Lord is about to vomit out of His mouth.

3.  Lying.


a.  Lying is a one of the sins of the tongue.  There is intensified divine discipline against the sins of the tongue.  Except for the maximum discipline of the sin unto death, there is no category of sins, which bring such concentrated divine discipline as the believer involved in the sins of the tongue.


b.  The sins of the tongue include three categories.



(1)  The slander category.  This is gossip, maligning, judging, and complaining against others.



(2)  The falsehood category.  This includes untruth, deception, misrepresentation, perjury, fabrication, pathological lying, distortion, equivocation, ambiguous and unclear expressions designed to mislead, verbal duplicity, hypocrisy.



(3)  The whining and complaining category.  This category is complaining when you are blessed by God and are the beneficiary of His grace.  It is disorientation to the grace of God.  This is whimpering, grumbling, or complaining by the believer who has his very own portfolio of invisible assets.  This is experientially contradictory to the protocol plan of God.  This is the sniveling of arrogance.


c.  Scripture.

Ps 120:2, “Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying lips, from a deceitful tongue.”
Prov 10:18, “He who conceals hatred has lying lips, and he who spreads slander is a fool.”
Prov 12:19, “Truthful lips will be established forever, but a lying tongue is only for a moment.”
Prov 12:22, “Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who deal faithfully are His delight.”
Prov 17:7, “Excellent speech is not fitting for a fool, Much less are lying lips to a prince.”
Prov 21:6, “The acquisition of treasures by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor, the pursuit of death.”
Prov 26:28, “A lying tongue hates those it crushes, and a flattering mouth works ruin.”
Jer 8:8 “How can you say, ‘We are wise, and the law of the Lord is with us’? But behold, the lying pen of the scribes has made it into a lie.”
Rev 22:15, “Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.”

d.  Our Lord summed up Satan’s actions here, when He said in Jn 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”
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