Genesis 3:23



- this is the W conversive (also called the W consecutive) used to indicate a result and translated “So, Therefore” third masculine singular piel imperfect from the verb SHALACH, which means “to send off, to send away, to send out” plus the third masculine singular suffix “him” referring to Adam, who is the husband and leader, therefore, the one who is responsible.  With this we have the two proper names for deity JEHOVAH and ELOHIM, referring to our Lord Jesus Christ, the creator and judge of mankind.  The phrase is translated “So the Lord God sent him out.”  You should notice that this is the same verb used for man stretching out his hand to take fruit from the tree of life.  So instead of man SHALACHing his hand, the Lord SHALACHed mankind.  This is a play on words in the Hebrew.

- this is the preposition MIN, meaning “away from, out from” plus the common singular construct form of the noun GAN, meaning “garden” plus the proper name EDEN, meaning “away from the garden of Eden.”
- this is the preposition L used with the qal infinitive construct from the verb ‘AVAD, which means “to labor, work, do work; hence, to till the ground.”
- this is the sign of the direct object with the definite article and fs noun ADAMAH, meaning “the ground.”  With this we have the relative pronoun ASHER, meaning “which.”  The phrase is translated “to till the ground which.”
- this is the pual perfect from the verb LAQACH, which means, “to be taken.”
- this is the preposition MIN plus the adverb of place SHAM, meaning “from there.”
Literally the Hebrew says, “to till the ground which he was taken from there.”  In English we would say, “to till the ground from which he was taken.”
Gen 3:23 corrected translation
“So the Lord God sent him out away from the garden of Eden to till the ground from which he was taken.”
Explanation:
1.  Jesus Christ executes the divine sentence upon Adam, just as He will upon Satan.


a.  This was a shock to Satan.


b.  Satan’s entire defense is hanging on the fact that a “loving” God will not execute judgment and sentencing upon one of his creatures.  But God has and here is the evidence of it.


c.  The execution of Adam’s sentence dooms Satan, because Satan’s sentence will also be executed by God.

2.  The justice of God executes what the righteousness of God demands through the love of God as expressed in the grace of God.


a.  The righteousness of God demanded the execution of judgment and punishment upon Adam.


b.  The justice of God executes that judgment and punishment.


c.  The love of God continues to function toward man, even in judgment.


d.  There never is a time in all of human history when God does not punish us in love.  God’s love is always a factor in our punishment.


e.  God punishes us because He loves us.


f.  God will punish Satan because He loves Satan.


g.  There never has been, nor will there ever be a time, when God does not love us perfectly, even while punishing us.


h.  Punishment from God is a function of the grace of God.

Punishment is designed to bring us back to reality, so that we can see ourselves for what we really are.

4.  Heb 12:4-6, “Not yet to the point of blood have you formed a battle line in your face-to-face combat against sin; and so you have forgotten the principle of doctrine which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, stop despising the punishment of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; For those whom the Lord loves He punishes, And He flogs every son whom He receives with love.’”

a.  The Greek word ANTIKATHISTEMI means “to form a battle line; to place up opposition.”  It is a military term.  It refers to the deployment of all the problem solving devices on the FLOT line of the soul.  The word PARADECHOMAI means to receive someone with love.



(1)  Man’s sinfulness and failure do not change God’s love for us.



(2)  Even God’s pre-knowledge of our sins and failures in eternity past cannot cancel or diminish God’s love for us.



(3)  Because God is perfect and absolute righteousness and integrity, His love cannot be prejudice, unfair, or discriminatory.  God’s love is without partiality.



(4)  God’s love is eternally consistent.  God’s love does not improve or decline.  Therefore, rejection of God’s love never results in any form of sinful or evil reaction from God.



(5)  Punitive action from God toward us does not imply any change in God’s love.



(6)  God’s love is never disappointed, never frustrated, never distracted.  Divine love is never sustained by human attractiveness, good behavior, human rapport, merit, or worthiness.



(7)  God’s love is never turned into any form of antagonism toward us because of our failures, because we still have the imputation of His love.


b.  You are intimately involved in face-to-face combat against sin.  We are punished when we fail in this combat.


c.  We are under divine punishment because we forget the principle of doctrine not to despise the discipline of the Lord.  We are never to despise punishment from God.

5.  We suffer for two reasons.



a.  Punishment.




(1)  One of the greatest things that can ever happen to us is to be punished by God.




(2)  When He punishes us, if we handle that punishment as we should (rebound and keep moving), the punishment is turned into fantastic blessing.  The punishment often continues but it is suffering for blessing, and therefore, it often becomes a wonderful thing.




(3)  Sickness in suffering is often related to postsalvation sinning.  Never judge someone else’s suffering as being punishment.




(4)  There is no partiality with God in punishment, Col 3:25, “For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of that wrong, and there is with God no partiality.”


b.  Suffering for blessing.




(1)  1 Cor 10:13, “No testing has overtaken you but such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond your capability, but with the testing will provide the solution also, so that you may be able to endure it.”




(a)  God selects certain people to glorify Him through testing.





(b)  When we are under testing to glorify God, God is always faithful to us.  Whatever the testing is, you can handle it.





(c)  The solution is the staying power of the unique spiritual life of the Church.




(2)  2 Cor 12:7-9, “For this reason, that I should not become arrogant because of the extraordinary quality of revelations that I should not become arrogant, there was given me for my benefit a thorn in the flesh, an angel from Satan that he might torment me that I should not become arrogant!  Concerning this I implored the Lord three times that it might go away from me.  And He has said to me, `My grace has been and still is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”




(a)  In the thorn in the flesh suffering of the apostle Paul, he was given maximum testing.  This was probably a testing that few believers ever receive.  He received this given maximum testing because of the tremendous impact of his life and his advance in the spiritual life.





(b)  Paul was not arrogant, but because he knew so much doctrine, it was always a potential.





(c)  Paul went to prayer, and it was the human solution.  He needed to apply doctrine, not pray.





(d)  After God’s answer, Paul came to the elative conclusion—“Most gladly, therefore, I will rather...”  The superlative adverb HEDISTA, “most gladly” is designed to include the absolute.  It includes the divine solution.  God’s solutions are absolute solution.  The divine solution, therefore, is the only solution.  The inferential conjunction OUN follows and is translated “therefore.”  The comparative adverb MALLON follows and means “rather.”  This adverb excludes the relative, that is, the human solution.





(e)  The divine solution is the only solution.  The human solution is no solution.  What the righteousness of God demands (the divine solution), the justice of God provides through the love of God in eternity past (antecedent grace) and given by the grace of God through the problem solving devices on the defense line of the soul.  When you deploy all the problem solving devices, you will be tested.  That testing will break the back of Satan once again.



c.  If you keep on sinning without rebound, you will not execute the spiritual life, you will grieve the Holy Spirit, and that will perpetuate itself into quenching the Holy Spirit, and you will be punished.  But if you rebound, you will continue the spiritual life and continue to grow.  Rebound is the opportunity from grace to keep moving, and we do it through suffering.
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