Genesis 3:21



- this is the W conversive used to introduce a result with the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb ‘ASAH, which means, “to manufacture or make something out of something.”  With this we have the proper names for God JEHOVAH and ELOHIM, meaning “the Lord God” and referring here to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The entire phrase is translated “And so the Lord God [Jesus Christ] manufactured.”
- this is the inseparable preposition L plus the masculine singular noun ADAM, meaning “for the man” with the consecutive W, meaning “and” plus the preposition L again with the feminine singular construct form of the noun ISHAH with the 3ms suffix “his.”  The phrase is translated “for the man and for his wife.”
- this is the feminine plural construct form from the noun KUTONATH, which means “tunics of” plus the masculine singular noun ‘OR, which has two meanings:


1.  skin: of men; (dark) skin of Cushite;


2.  hide of animals, after skinning; of sacrificial victims;  prepared for use (by some process of tanning), sometimes meaning “leather”:  material of garments

The phrase is translated “tunics of animal hide” or “tunics of leather.”
- this is the W conversive with the third masculine singular hiphil imperfect from the verb LABASH with the third masculine plural suffix, meaning “to clothe.”  The phrase is translated “and He clothed them.”
Gen 3:21 corrected translation
“And so the Lord God [Jesus Christ] manufactured for the man and for his wife tunics of animal hide and He clothed them.”
Explanation:
1.  This is a picture of salvation being provided for Adam and his wife.


a.  Our Lord is the one producing all the work.  He does the manufacturing of the animal skins.


b.  Our Lord had to sacrifice the animals.  He had to shed their blood.  They were an animal offering, as a substitute for mankind, looking forward to the Cross.


c.  This would be true for the next several thousands of years as a picture and teaching aid for mankind of what Christ must do to go to the Cross and offer Himself as a sacrifice for mankind.


d.  Our Lord explained all this to Adam as He killed the animal, skinned him, tanned the hide, and tailored the material.


e.  Through each step of manufacturing the cloths for Adam and his wife, our Lord explained the gospel to Adam and his wife and they believed what He told them.


f.  The act of clothing them was the sign of their positive volition to His gospel message.

2.  The provision of clothing for Adam and his wife is a total picture of grace in salvation.


a.  Everything is provided for us in salvation, Eph 2:8-9, “For you have been saved by grace [in the past with the result that you keep on being saved forever] through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God, not by works, that no one should boast.”

b.  God does all the work and we reap all the benefits.


c.  Implied but not stated is the total rejection of man’s human good.  Adam and the woman had to take off the fig leaves before putting on the leather garments.


d.  Human good has no part in salvation by grace.  We cannot add anything to our salvation by what we do before, during, or after our faith in Christ.


e.  Adam and the woman were saved the exact same way we are saved—by faith alone in Christ alone.


f.  This requires the rejection of all human good, operation fig leaves; anything that man could attempt to do to make himself acceptable to God.


g.  Taking off the fig leaves means that Adam and the woman understand that they cannot work for salvation by being “good.”

h.  They had to get undressed—rejection of human good, before they could get dressed correctly—salvation through faith in Christ.

3.  Our Lord personally clothed the man and the woman.


a.  Notice that our Lord did not tell them to clothe themselves.


b.  Our Lord did not clothe Adam and then tell him to clothe his wife.


c.  Only Jesus Christ personally could provide eternal salvation for them and He did for each one of the them personally, just as He does it for us.


d.  The fig leaves would die, welt, rot, fall off, and have to continually be replaced.  In contrast, the animal hides or “leathers” were relatively permanent.  This is an imperfect analogy to our eternal security.  Compared to the fig leaves, the leather skins would last a lifetime.

4.  This verse is the first picture of the Doctrine of Redemption in Scripture.


a.  The doctrine of Redemption was taught by means of animal blood in the Old Testament.  Heb 9:22, “And according to the standard of the law, nearly all things were cleansed with animal blood, and without the pouring out of blood there is no forgiveness.”

b.  Old Testament believers like Job applied the doctrines of Redemption and Resurrection to their circumstances.  Job 19:25, “I know that My Redeemer lives, and that He shall stand in the latter day upon the earth.”  In recalling redemption, he was looking at the spiritual death of Christ on the cross; in recalling resurrection, he was looking at the somatic or physical death of Christ on the cross, which anticipated his resurrection.


c.  David said in Ps 34:22, “The Lord redeems the soul of His servants.”  It is the soul of the believer, which is redeemed at salvation, not the body; otherwise we would never die physically.


d.  The blood of Christ is the coin of the realm.  Eph 1:7, “By whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace.”

e.  Col 1:14, “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”

f.  1 Pet 1:18-19, “We have not been redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, from our empty manner of life, but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, a lamb without spot and without blemish.”

g.  The blood of Christ depicts, by analogy, the saving work of Christ on the cross, 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24.  It also depicts unlimited atonement and reconciliation.


h.  Gal 3:13, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us.  For it stands written [Deut 21:23], `Cursed is everyone who hangs on the wood.’”

i.  Redemption is related to mediatorship,



(1)  Heb 9:14-15, “How much more shall the blood of Christ who, through the instrumentality of His eternal spirit, offered Himself without blemish to God, to purify by an expiatory offering our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  And because of this, by means of a new covenant, He is a mediator, a death having occurred for the purpose of redemption of the transgressions against the first covenant.  He is a mediator in order that they [royal family], having been called, may take into their possession the promise of eternal inheritance.”


(2)  1 Tim 2:5-6, “For there is one God [in essence], and one mediator between God and man, the unique man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a redemptive ransom for all...”
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