Genesis 3:15




- this is the connective use of W to include something else.  It is translated “In addition.”  With this we have the feminine singular noun ‘EYBAH, which means “enmity, hostility” plus the qal imperfect first common singular from the verb SHAYATH, which means “to put, set, lay; order, appoint; direct, fix.”  It is translated “In addition I will appoint (direct) hostility.”
- this is the preposition BEN with the second masculine singular suffix, translated “between you” with the connective use of W with the preposition BEN with the definite article and the feminine singular noun ISHAH, meaning “between you and between the woman.”
- this is the connective W with the preposition BEN, “and between” plus the masculine singular construct noun ZERA’ with the second masculine singular suffix, meaning “your offspring” plus the connective W with the preposition BEN and the masculine singular construct noun ZERA’ with the third feminine singular suffix, translated “and between your offspring and between her offspring.”
- this is the personal pronoun HU’, meaning “he” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb SHAWAPH with the second masculine singular suffix, meaning “to crush.”  With this we have the adverbial accusative of state from the masculine singular noun RO’SH, meaning “on the head.”  The accusative of state specifies a feature of the verb’s subject or object (in this passage it is the object) in relation to that action.  The phrase is translated “He will crush you on the head.”
- this is the adversative W plus the masculine singular personal pronoun ‘ATAH, meaning “and you” plus the second masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb SHAWAPH, meaning, “to crush” with the third masculine singular suffix “his.”  It is translated “but you will crush him.”
- this is the adverbial accusative of state from masculine singular noun ‘AQEV, which means “on the heel.”
Gen 3:15 corrected translation
“In addition I will appoint (direct) hostility between you and between the woman and between your offspring and between her offspring.  He will crush you on the head but you will crush him on the heel.”
Explanation:
1.  Our Lord continues with his judgment.  He now turns attention to the relationship the snake had with the woman.


a.  The snake was the favorite pet of the woman.  He was to her what Adam or Satan was to the Lord—the favorite created being.


b.  Of all the animals in the original creation of the animals to the restored earth, the snake was the smartest, friendliest, and most desirable to be a pet.


c.  The snake had the highest standing among all the animals; for it was the favorite animal of mankind.


d.  So a marvelous master-pet relationship developed between the woman and the snake.


e.  Our Lord puts an end to this relationship for the rest of human history as a part of His judgment and punishment of the original sin.


f.  Our Lord is not the author of sin, nor can He ever be.  Therefore, our Lord declares a part of the divine decrees.  He directs hostility between the pet of the woman and the woman.



(1)  This hostility was appointed or directed by our Lord in eternity past as a part of the divine decrees.



(2)  The execution of this decree occurs in the garden at the time of the fall.



(3)  This is a function of the directive will of our Lord.



(4)  Our Lord directs that the snake will henceforth fear and hate mankind and that mankind will fear and hate all snakes.


g.  Never again will there be a “love” relationship between mankind and the snake.  The relationship will now be one of hostility toward each other.


h.  Application.



(1)  Be careful who were friends are; they are usually the ones who lead you astray from God’s will for your life.



(2)  Any so-called friend who contributes to you losing your relationship with God is never a genuine friend.



(3)  Sometimes God judges the wrong relationships you have with others and ends them on purpose as a function of his judgment and for your own good.



(4)  Your relationships with your loved ones and friends are never as important as your relationship with God.



(5)  Your relationship with your pet is not as important as your relationship with your spouse or with God.

2.  He will crush you on the head, but you will crush him on the heel.”

a.  “He” refers to the seed of the woman.



(1)  Jesus Christ is the only person who is the “seed of the woman.”


(2)  Only one person in all of human history is the seed of the woman because of the unique virgin conception and birth.



(3)  All human beings are the results of the combination of the genes of both a man and a woman.



(4)  But only Jesus Christ has perfect genetic material from the woman alone.  The other half of the required twenty-three chromosomes came from the Holy Spirit as a part of the virgin conception.


b.  “You” refers to the snake specifically and by analogy to the Satan.



(1)  Satan’s authority, power, and rulership were crushed at the Cross, when our Lord defeated all of his attempts to get Him to not go to the Cross, to sin while on the Cross, and to not finish bearing the judgment of our sins.



(2)  Satan had always believed that our Lord would someday commit a sin.  He tried throughout our Lord’s life to make this happen.  His greatest attempt was the last day of our Lord’s life.  But Satan never succeeded because of our Lord’s use of the very same spiritual life which He has given to us.



(3)  Our Lord won the strategic victory of the angelic conflict on the Cross and defeated Satan forever with this final victory.



(4)  The Cross sealed the fate of Satan once and for all.  Our advance to spiritual maturity is icing on the cake, the finishing touch to our Lord’s victory.  Our Lord wins the victory and we get to exploit that victory.


c.  Satan is permitted to crush the heel of those who do not share in our Lord’s strategic victory.



(1)  At the time of writing Moses gave an analogy which was familiar to the Jews.



(2)  Since the snake was made to crawl on his stomach or belly, his strike point will be against the lower leg and most often the heel.



(3)  Since the heel is on the back of the foot, the analogy indicates that Satan strikes at the believer when his back is turned, when he least expects it, that is, from behind.  The people we least expect a satanic attack from are our friends and loved ones.



(4)  Satan attacks the mature believer when he least expects it and it is never an obvious frontal attack.  It is always a sneak attack from the rear that endangers the believer.



(5)  The heel is critical to our ability to walk; for it is the first part of the foot which touches the ground.  The ground is analogous to our foundation, which is faith in Christ.  Our first contact in our relationship with Christ is the filling of God the Holy Spirit.



(6)  Satan attacks our relationship with Christ by destroying our relationship with the Holy Spirit through sin.  In this way he is able to hobble us in our spiritual walk, so that we are unable to walk by means of the Spirit.



(7)  Every time a person believes in Christ he crushes the head of Satan again as a part of the testimony of the angelic conflict.  Every time a believer uses the rebound technique he crushes the head of Satan as additional testimony against Satan that God is faithful and just.



(8)  But Satan’s ability to cripple us in our spiritual life does not change the fact that he has already had his head crushed over and over again by every person who believes in Christ and by every believer who uses the rebound technique.
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