Genesis 2:3



 
- this is the WA conversive plus the third masculine singular piel imperfect from the verb BARAK, which means, “to bless.”  With this we have the third masculine plural noun ‘ELOHIM, meaning “God” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  The phrase is translated “Then God blessed.”
- this is the sign of the object ‘ETH in the construct form with the masculine singular noun YOM, meaning “day” plus the definite article HA and the ordinal SHEBI’I, which means “the seventh.”  The object is translated “the seventh day.”
- this is the WA conversive conjunction meaning “and” plus the third masculine singular piel imperfect from the verb QADASH, which means in the   piel  1.  to pronounce holy  2.  to consecrate, dedicate  3.  to establish, appoint a holy day, period of time  4.  to transfer, convey holiness to someone  5.  to treat as holy, consecrated, dedicated  Here it means that God pronounced the seventh day as holy, which is the same thing as dedicating the seventh day as holy, or establishing the seventh day as holy, or appointing the seventh day as holy, or treating the seventh day as holy.

- this is the sign of the object ‘ETH with the third masculine singular suffix, meaning “it.”
“Then God blessed the seventh day and pronounced it holy,” 
- this is the casual use of the conjunction KI, meaning “because” plus the inseparable preposition B with the third masculine singular suffix “it.”  It is translated “because on it.”
- this is the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb SHABATH, which means, “to rest.”  It is translated “He rested.”
- this is the preposition MIN, meaning “from” plus the masculine singular noun KAL, meaning “all” plus the feminine singular noun MELA’KAH with the third masculine singular suffix, meaning “His work.”  It is translated “from all His work.”
- this is the relative pronoun ‘ASHER, meaning “which” plus the qal perfect third masculine singular from the verb BARA’ which means “to create something out of nothing” plus the third masculine plural noun ‘ELOHIM, meaning “God.”
- this is the preposition LA plus the qal infinitive construct from the verb ‘ASAH, which means: 1. make, manufacture  2. apply  3. effect, produce, do  4. prepare, take care of  5. perform, carry out  6. do work  7. act, step in  8. work  9. do, manage.  Here it means “to produce.”  The infinitive construct with the preposition L expresses the English infinitive: “to produce.”  Plant and animal life was created by God to produce itself in abundance.

Gen 2:3 corrected translation
“Then God blessed the seventh day and pronounced it holy, because on it He rested from all His work which God had created to produce.” 
Explanation:
1.  God made the seventh day a day of blessing for mankind.  It is not a day of blessing because we don’t work on the seventh day, but because it is a perpetual reminder of the grace of God.


a.  Grace is all the God is free to do for man based upon the righteousness and justice of God working through the love of God.


b.  Grace is always based on who and what God is, not on who and what we are.


c.  God is gracious to us because He loves us and because His righteousness is completely right in blessing us.


d.  God is gracious to us because His justice is perfectly satisfied with the sacrificial substitutionary sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  God was gracious to Adam and the woman prior to the fall because He loved them as perfect creatures.  Being without sin they were totally worthy of God’s love.

2.  God consecrates, dedicates, sanctifies, or pronounces the seventh day as set apart unto Him.


a.  This means that God expects us to consider Him on the last day of the week–Saturday (not Sunday).  Our Lord Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the first day of the week–Sunday.


b.  So if you want to observe the Jewish Sabbath as they were instructed to do so here is what you must do.  When you wake up in the morning, begin thinking about the Lord all day and remembering His grace provision in everything around you, and don’t stop thinking about His grace provision until you fall asleep that night.


c.  God set apart one special day, so that man would stop everything and remember God’ love for him as expressed in God’s grace toward him.

3.  God’s resting is a picture of grace provision.  God doesn’t need to rest.  God never gets tired.  This is an anthropopathism, using human language to express a divine action or modus operandi, which we could not otherwise understand.


a.  God stopped working and rested because there was nothing left to provide for mankind.


b.  Man had everything he needed to be perfectly blessed by God.


c.  There was no more blessing that God could provide at this point.


d.  In order for man to be blessed to an even greater degree, it would require man to reject God, so that God could demonstrate even more how much He loved His creatures.


e.  This was the whole point in God permitting the fall of any creature.


f.  God could not demonstrate the depth of His love for Satan and the fallen angels without their rejection of God.  God could not demonstrate the depth of His love for Adam and the woman without their fall.


g.  The love of Jesus Christ for all of us as demonstrated by His willingness to go to the Cross and die spiritually as a substitute for us could not have happened unless God had given mankind a free will and permitted him to sin.

4.  Therefore we have the answer to the great question of mankind, theology, and philosophy: “Why does God permit sin to exist in His creation?”  Because God gave creatures free will and allowed them to sin, that He might demonstrate to the ultimate degree the depths of His love for His creatures.  This is why Scripture says:


a.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His uniquely-born Son that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

b.  Rom 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died as a substitute for us.”
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