Genesis 2:25



- this is the WA conversive plus the third masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb HAYAH, meaning, “to be.”

- this is the masculine dual adjective SHENAYIM in the construct state with the third masculine plural suffix, meaning “two of them.”

- this is the masculine plural adjective ‘AROM, which means “naked.”  With the previous adjective this says literally “And they were the two of them naked” which in English we would say “and they were both naked.”
- this is the masculine singular definite article and noun ’ADAM, meaning “the man.”
- this is the connective use of W, meaning “and” with the feminine singular construct form of the noun ’ISHAH with the third masculine singular suffix “his.”  It is translated “and his wife.”
- this is the connective use of W, meaning “and” with the strong negative LO’, meaning “not.”

- this is the hithpael imperfect third masculine plural from the verb BOSH, which means, “to be ashamed before one another.”

Gen 2:25 corrected translation
“So the man and his wife were both naked, and they were not ashamed before one another.”
Explanation:
1.  This statement is added by Moses to indicate a number of points.


a.  Nakedness is not a sin prior to the fall of man.


b.  The man and the woman had no sense of shame at being naked.  Their conscience was hanging on a tree--the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.


c.  No husband or wife should ever be ashamed to be naked in front of their spouse.


d.  There is nothing wrong with being naked in the privacy of your home.  The Garden of Eden was their home.


e.  There is nothing sinful about a husband and wife having sex.


f.  There is nothing sinful about a husband and wife being nude.


g.  There is nothing sinful about looking at your spouse and being aroused sexually.


h.  All of these things were forbidden by Satan after the fall.  That is why operation fig leaves was totally evil.


i.  There is nothing wrong with two spiritually dead unbelievers (the man and the woman after the fall) being naked, looking at each other’s nakedness, or enjoying each other’s nakedness.


j.  Satan makes nakedness a false issue in marriage.

2.  Public nudity is a sin.  It is called indecent exposure under our laws.

3.  Shame is the function of the conscience of the soul.


a.  The conscience is not activated until standards of good and bad are taught to a person.


b.  Every society has different standards of what is good and bad.


c.  Everyone develops a different conscience based upon what they are taught by their parents, their teachers, their peers, and the society in general.


d.  Shame is the result of our actions not living up to the standards in our soul.


e.  Shame is normal for those with a well-developed conscience and sense of honor and integrity.


f.  Shame is a good thing when it motivates rebound.


g.  Shame is an evil thing when it parlays legitimate shame for wrongdoing into guilt.


h.  Guilt is inordinate shame in one’s soul.


i.  Shame should be short-lived.  It should be removed immediately by the rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9.


j.  Shame should only last as long as it takes for you to recognize your responsibility for the sin you have committed and act upon that knowledge through rebound.


k.  Immediately upon the use of rebound, there should be the principle of disregarding the shame and keep moving.  Phil 3:13-14.  “But one thing I do, disregarding the things which are behind, I press on...”
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