Genesis 2:24



- this is the preposition ‘AL which means “on, over; in front of; because of; with regard to, concerning; according to; over against; onto; in addition to; against down from.”  Here it is used with the adverb KEN, which has seven major meaning “rightly, justly; so, thus, just so, therefore, then, afterwards; used for the periphrastic pluperfect; stand, housing; place, position, office; gnat.”  Together they form an idiom, which means “Therefore.”
- this is the third person masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb ‘AZAR, which means, “to leave, abandon.”  With this we have the subject of the verb the masculine singular noun ‘ISH, meaning “a husband.”  It is translated “a husband shall leave.”
- this is the sign of the object ‘ETH plus the masculine singular construct form of the noun ‘AV with the third person singular suffix “his” plus the W consecutive, meaning “and” the sign of the object ‘ETH with feminine singular noun ‘EM with a third person singular suffix, meaning “and his mother.”
“Therefore a husband shall leave his father and his mother”
- this is the WA conversive with the qal perfect from the verb DABAQ, which means “to stick, cling, join; (follow a king, hold onto an inheritance); pursue; fasten oneself on.”  According to the New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exegesis, Vol 1, p.911 it is “used metaphorically to express a state of loyalty, affection, or close proximity.  Intimacy (perhaps even sexual intimacy) is implied in Gen 2:24.”  This is quoted in Mt 19:5, using the Greek verb KOLLAW, which means, “to unite or join with someone intimately.”
- this is the preposition B plus the feminine singular noun ‘ISHAH with the third person singular suffix, meaning “with his wife.”
- this is the WA conversive plus the third person common plural qal perfect from the verb HAYAH, meaning “and they shall be.”
- this is the inseparable preposition L used to indicate the object of the verb plus the masculine singular noun BASAR.  According to A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, by William Holliday, p. 51., this word means “flesh as a part of the body” and is used “euphemistically for the pubic region, Gen 17:11 and Ex 28:42; the penis, Lev 15:2-3,7, and the genitals of a woman, Lev 15:19.”  Hence, BASAR is used for both the male and the female genitalia.  In the joining of the husband and wife together in sexual intercourse we have one genitalia.

- this is the masculine singular adjective ‘ECHAD, meaning “one.”
Gen 2:24 corrected translation
“Therefore a husband shall leave his father and his mother and shall join intimately with his wife and they shall be one genitalia.”
Explanation:
1.  This is not a continuation of Adam’s statement in the garden, but a principle of doctrine given by Moses.

2.  The husband is commanded to leave his family and join intimately with his wife and have sexual intercourse.


a.  Notice the wife is not commanded to leave her family, but the man.  Why?  Because the man is the authority in marriage.


b.  The man must establish his own family, his own life, and his own decisions.  There is nothing wrong with asking his family for advice, but he must establish his own authority and his own family.

3.  The intimacy of family life must be established in the new home.  This is done through the most intimate act two people can perform—sexual intercourse.


a.  Sexual intercourse is designed only for marriage.


b.  Sex outside of marriage in any form is a sin, and receives the most severe punishment from the Supreme Court of heaven because it destroys the corporate testimony of the marriage against Satan.


c.  Intimacy in marriage begins with sex.


d.  Intimacy in marriage continues with conversation.


e.  A man who does not intimately discuss things with his wife is an idiot, stupid, self-centered, and immature.


f.  A wife who demands intimacy will never receive it.


g.  A man who demands sex will never receive intimacy.


h.  A husband establishes authority in his home through love and intimacy.  You never establish your authority by bossing people around.  You establish your authority in marriage by sexual intimacy, verbal intimacy, and spiritual intimacy.

Principles of Marriage

A.  Partnership in Marriage.

1.  Introduction.



a.  True love is located in the soul, not in the body.



b.  True love is virtue-love in the soul extrapolated from your very own spiritual life.



c.  The source of true love is the virtue in the soul extrapolated from the unique adult spiritual life of the Church Age, the treasure house of all history.



d.  The unique adult spiritual life of the Church Age exists in three stages: spiritual self-esteem, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity.  Each stage is related to a love category of the advanced problem solving devices: personal love for God is related to spiritual self-esteem, impersonal love for mankind is related to spiritual autonomy, and occupation with Christ is related to spiritual maturity.  You use the basic problem solving devices to pass providential preventative suffering to be promoted to spiritual self-esteem.  You use personal love for God and impersonal love for mankind to pass momentum testing to be promoted to spiritual maturity.  You use occupation with Christ to pass evidence testing to be promoted to maximum glorification of God.



e.  The believer enters this unique spiritual life when he enters the door of hope on God’s agenda.  The door of hope is the dividing line between spiritual childhood and spiritual adulthood.  It is the first tactical objective of the unique spiritual life.  It is the sixth problem solving device deployed on the FLOT line of the soul and is tantamount to a personal sense of destiny.  It is the first stage of the adult spiritual life and as such is classified as spiritual self-esteem.



f.  God designed everything in life related to people under a principle that authority exists.  Being under authority is not demeaning, especially when God ordained that authority.


2.  Christ’s love for the Church is the highest love that could ever exist.  This is the love expected of the man as the ruler of the woman in marriage.  The wife is mandated to be subordinate to her husband, to obey her husband, to be under the authority of her husband as to the Lord.  The highest love a woman can have in marriage is respect.  But this respect is not as high a love as the love expected of the man.  This shows that there is no equality in marriage.


3.  The bride and the groom are partners in life, each forsaking mother and father to cleave to the other.  They share a common name, a united household, a common experience, a love, which blesses and transcends all the cares and trials of life.  They have common interests and occupations. They have become co-workers for common ends.  They hold property and possession in common.  They have one history and one destiny.


4.  Partner denotes a part of the whole or entirety.  Partnership is the status of association and participation in a single entity; hence, association and participation.  Marriage is a contract, creating a relationship of joint interest; therefore, a partnership between two individuals, male and female as husband and wife.  The basis for this relationship is stated in Gen 2:18, “...I will make him a helper as his counterpart.”  God created the woman as the man’s “counterpart” (NEGED in the Hebrew).  Counterpart means one of two parts that fits.  It also means a part that answers to the other part.  The wife answers to the husband.


5.  Partnership in marriage has a dual connotation.



a.  The first connotation is authority in marriage, which establishes a senior/junior partnership with the husband in command.  Partnership does not set aside authority.  There is no equality in partnership.



b.  The second connotation is equality in marriage through conjugal love or sexual relationship as both recreation and pleasure for both the husband and the wife.  There is equality only in sex in marriage.  Equality in recreation does not destroy authority in marriage.



c.  Compatibility in marriage is enhanced by the unique spiritual life of the Church.  Compatibility in marriage is enjoyed by mutual pleasures derived from the virtues and values of life.  Sex in marriage is a reminder that the coalescence of bodies means partnership and one destiny.  Sex in marriage does not destroy or abrogate the divine system of authority in marriage.  It is designed to enhance it.


6.  The two relationships, authority and sex, are not contradictory, but mutually supporting; for both require the virtue-love and the integrity on the other side of the door of hope.  Authority in marriage is functional, demanding true love and virtue in the coalescence of souls.  Sex in marriage is a coalescence of the bodies, which demands true love and virtue-love, resulting in equality in marriage.


7.  All compatibility and rapport in marriage depends on virtue-love located on the other side of the door of hope where we enter only on God’s agenda.  Therefore, all compatibility and rapport in marriage results from the four spiritual mechanics of the protocol plan of God to the Church.


8.  It is never demeaning to be under authority.  It is not demeaning for the wife to be under the authority of her husband.  Being under authority is not dishonorable or a loss of your dignity.  It is not demeaning but beneficial for children to be under the authority of their parents.  Being under the authority of law is not demeaning but beneficial.  The believer being under the authority of God and the word of God is not demeaning but beneficial.  God makes war against abusive authority as well as against the arrogant person who rejects authority.

B.  Marriage protects and preserves the human race.

1.  Jesus Christ created the man and the woman as witnesses for God against Satan in his the appeal trial of his sentence to the lake of fire.  Our Lord immediately united the man and woman in holy matrimony.  Marriage was designed for the survival of the human race as its most basic element.


2.  All members of the human race are witnesses for either God as the Prosecution or for Satan as the defense.  As the human race multiplies, Satan began his attacks on the human race.  One of his greatest attacks was the infiltration of angelic creatures with females in order to destroy the human race, Gen 6:1-10.  Four marriages saved the human race--Noah plus his wife, and Noah’s three sons and their wives.



a.  The greatest attack that the genius of Satan ever had was an attack on the genetic human race and the line of Christ, and an attack on marriage.  Gen 6:1-13; Jude 6-7; 2 Pet 2:4-5; 1 Pet 3:18-22.



b.  Certain demons prior to the flood had bodies.  These demons attacked the human race by sexual intercourse with the daughters of men, which produced a half angelic and half human offspring.



c.  The antediluvian demon attacks on the human race and the Tribulational demon attacks (Rev 9:1-12; Rev 9:13-23; Rev 12:7-17) on the human race both involve visible demons.  Demon attacks in the postdiluvian dispensations involve invisible demons.



d.  “The sons of God” in Gen 6:2 is an incorrect translation.  The Septuagint (or LXX), which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament, uses the word “angels” (HOI ANGELOI TOU THEOU) cf. Job 1:6 and 2:1 in the LXX.



e.  The infiltration of marriage in both antediluvian and postdiluvian civilizations is a part of Satanic strategy in winning his appeal trial.



f.  The objective of the genetic attack in the antediluvian civilization was to frustrate the incarnation of Christ in hypostatic union.  It was also an attack on the divine institution of marriage.  He tried to destroy all the witnesses for the Prosecution and create a mistrial.



g.  Satan attacked Adam’s seed through the murder of Abel.  Then Satan attacked Abraham’s seed when Sarah was found in the harem of the pharaoh of Egypt.  The next attack was pharaoh’s mandate to kill the male line of Israel, Ex 1:10, 15-16.  The next attack was pharaoh’s attempt to destroy Israel in the pursuit at the Red Sea, Ex 14.  Then there was the Haman conspiracy to destroy Israel in the book of Esther.  There were many attacks on the line of David.



h.  Gen 6:1ff.




(1)  Gen 6:1, “Now it came to pass, when mankind had begun to become numerous on the surface of the earth that daughters were born to them,”



(2)  Gen 6:2, “Now the sons of the gods [demons] saw that the daughters of mankind were beautiful; and they took for themselves women, whomever they selected.”



(3)  Gen 6:3, “Then the Lord said, `My Spirit will not contend with man forever [as in a courtroom], because he also is flesh [true humanity]; consequently his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.’”  Mankind had one hundred and twenty years before the flood would destroy corrupt humanity—the half human half angelic creature.




(4)  Gen 6:4, “The Nephilim [the fallen ones] were on the earth in those days.  Therefore also afterward, when the sons of the gods had sex with the daughters of men, and had children by them, these [children] were the heroes who from ancient history were famous men.”



(5)  Gen 6:5, “Then the Lord observed that the evil of mankind was great on the earth, and that every motive of the thoughts of his heart was only evil at the time.”



(6)  Gen 6:6, “The Lord changed His mind [an anthropopathism] that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart.”



(7)  Gen 6:7, “The Lord said, `I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.’”



(8)  Gen 6:8, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”



(9)  Gen 6:9, “The following is the family history of Noah. Noah, a justified man, uncontaminated in his genealogy; Noah walked with God.[Noah had a good spiritual life.]”



(10)  Gen 6:10, “Noah sired three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”



(11)  Gen 6:11, “Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God; furthermore, the earth was saturated with violence.”  There is a parallel passage in Mt 24:37ff, “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  [It will have terrible violence.]  For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking [hedonism and preoccupation with self], marrying and giving in marriage [preoccupation with sex], until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”



(12)  Gen 6:12, “God looked at the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.”  True humanity was almost extinct on the earth.




(13)  Gen 6:13, “Then God said to Noah, `The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth has become saturated with violence because of their presence.  Now behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.’”


i.  Every bit of the corrupted humanity would drown in the Flood.  The demons were imprisoned in Tartarus.  2 Pet 2:4-5, “For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but incarcerated them in pits of darkness in Tartarus, He delivered them over to be guarded for future judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah...”  Compare Jude 6, “And the angels who had not kept their status quo, but abandoned their own dwelling places, He has guarded them with eternal chains under thick darkness for the judgment of the great day.”  Compare 1 Pet 3:19, “by means of Whom [the Spirit] also] He [Christ] went and made proclamation tot eh spirits now in prison [Tartarus], who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were brought safely through water.”

3.  Marriage was the first divine institution to keep the human race from self-destruction.  Marriage is always a major issue in the stability and survival of the human race.  But above all, the extrapolation of Christian marriage in the Church Age is extremely important because it is related to the unique spiritual life of all human history.

4.  The purpose of Christian marriage is the greatest testimony against Satan in his appeal trial.  Christian marriage is the greatest challenge to the postsalvation spiritual life.


5.  No nation and no individuals are better than their marriage.


6.  Failure in marriage is failure in life.


7.  Christian marriage is the final answer to Satan in his appeal trial.  Satan kept objecting to the fact that God did not condemn Adam and the woman to the lake of fire after they committed their original sin.  Satan’s objection is answered by God during the dispensation of the Church Age with Christian marriage.


8.  Very few believers ever succeed in Christian marriage because they do not have the spiritual life of the Church Age: the filling of the Holy Spirit, metabolized doctrine in their stream of consciousness, the ten problem solving devices deployed on the FLOT line of the soul, and the execution of the three stages of the adult spiritual life.

C.  Christian marriage is the corporate testimony against Satan.

1.  A corporation is an association of individuals created by law existing as an entity.  It is a group of two or more people united in one body.  A corporation includes:



a.  Organization.



b.  Authority.  The husband is the authority.



c.  Objectives.  Once you have organization and authority in any organization, you have objectives.  There are tactical and strategic objectives.  The objective is to glorify God through advance in the spiritual life.



d.  Policy.  Objectives must be defined in terms of policy.  Policy has to do with recovery from sin, what we should do, what we should avoid.



e.  Principles.



f.  Doctrines.  Principles and doctrines come from the policy.


2.  The divine institution of marriage is the first corporation in all of history.  It only takes two or more people to form a corporation.  Marriage was created and established for the purpose of stability and the base of operation for the perpetuation of the human race, and from that perpetuation to create witnesses for the Prosecution in Satan’s appeal trial, which is coterminous with human history.


3.  The authority and organization of the divine institution of marriage has been basically the same since the creation of mankind by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Each corporation always has one male and one female.  Man was given rulership of the world, which was nothing compared to rulership in marriage.


4.  The first corporation is created by our Lord Jesus Christ.  A perfect woman was created by Jesus Christ and immediately the first corporation was formed.  The man and the woman were created as a husband and a wife.  The first thing Jesus Christ did with the man and woman was to form an organization.  So He performed a wedding ceremony.  They were given a wedding present of the perfect environment of the world and specifically the Garden of Eden.


5.  The next thing our Lord did was to define the relationship in terms of authority.  The man had the authority over the woman.


6.  The next thing our Lord did was to define the objective.  Our Lord protected them, gave them Bible classes every day, provided a language for them.  The objectives, policies, principles and doctrines were defined daily.  The authority and organization of the divine institution of marriage has been basically the same since the first corporation.  They were created perfect and did not need to have a conscience.  They did not need to understand the difference between right and wrong.  All they needed was one test.  This test duplicated the circumstances of the prehistoric angelic conflict with regard to divine institution number one—volition.


7.  Mankind was perpetuated as the witnesses in Satan’s appeal trial.


8.  The divine institution of marriage was also designed to make sure that the human race would not destroy itself.  God created marriage to protect the human race from self-destruction.  Nations survive because they have x number of good marriages.  Stability in the laws of divine establishment and whether freedom will continue depends on what the parents do with their authority regarding their children.


9.  Because the Church Age is the rebuttal phase of the Prosecution in Satan’s appeal trial, the Christian institution of marriage was extrapolated from the divine institution of marriage as the corporate testimony to refute Satan’s argument.  The corporate testimony of the Christian institution of marriage is God’s answer to Satan, and God waited all of this time to do it because Jesus Christ had to be judged first for every sin before this issue could come before the supreme court of heaven.  So the corporate testimony of the Christian institution of marriage is God’s answer and the refutation of the Satanic strategy to appeal the divine sentence from the supreme court of heaven as stated in Mt 25:41.  Therefore, the Christian institution of marriage is specifically related to the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  The analogy to Christian marriage is Christ and the Church.  You have the greatest responsibility as a single Christian, and that responsibility increases dramatically when you marry.


10.  There are three witnesses for the Prosecution in Satan’s appeal trial.



a.  Our Lord Jesus Christ, who lived a perfect spiritual life and fulfilled the royal law—“you shall love your neighbor as yourself”—even while bearing our sins on the Cross.



b.  Every individual who has believed in Christ.



c.  The corporate testimony of Christian marriage in the Church Age.

11.  The great danger to marriage and failure in marriage comes by putting yourself above the royal law through fornication, adultery, or other sexual sins, bitterness, hatred, revenge, vindictiveness, the sins of arrogance.

D.  Marriage: Aggressive Love And Leadership.

1.  God created a husband and wife.  In the creation of the husband and the wife, they both had aggressive love and responding love, and it was directed toward God.  When it came to their marriage, the aggressive love and responding love were separated.  Enduring devotion and respect both existed in the husband and wife because they each had a spiritual life.  Out of this came their worship for God the Son.  Their intensive love for Jesus Christ ended up with deference and admiration for Him.  They had enduring loyalty to Him and honored Him.  Their worship of Christ was their deference, admiration, honor, esteem, consideration, and partiality.


2.  The husband was mandated to have in his leadership enduring devotion for the wife.  She, in turn, was to have respect for him.  The husband must have intensive love for the wife and she will respond with deference and admiration for him.  (Both husband and wife must have integrity in marriage.)  Enduring loyalty is mandated of the husband and the wife responds with honor.  The husband is mandated to consecrate his wife and she responds with esteem.  The husband is mandated to have dedication toward his wife and she responds with consideration and partiality toward him.


3.  Marriage was designed to take any man and make a leader out of him.  A woman should never marry a man unless he is a leader.  How do you know he is a leader?  He has to demonstrate aggressive love, which is a lot of thoughtfulness for you.  It is enduring devotion, intensive love so that it arouses your deference and admiration.  He demonstrates enduring loyalty, which you honor.  He demonstrates consecration, which arouses your esteem for him.  He demonstrates dedication toward you, which arouses your consideration and partiality toward him.  None of this is based on emotion.  It is all based upon thought.


4.  Eph 5:31 quotes Gen 2:24-25, “For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and he shall have sexual intercourse with his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.  And the man and his wife knew that they were both naked and were not ashamed.”


a.  The principle behind sex in marriage is the coalescence of souls in love and the coalescence of bodies as a result of soul love.



b.  Any sex outside of marriage is putting yourself above the law and is blasphemy against God.  No one ever gets away with it.  The supreme court of heaven deals with it.  Some believers never recover from it because they do not know rebound.  No nation ever survives the degeneracy that comes from flaunting marriage.  Marriage is always a weather vane to show what is going to happen in a nation.



c.  Eph 5:31-32 says, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall have sex with his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.  This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.”


d.  The third divine law of marriage emphasizes mutual responsibility, and mutual responsibility always starts with the husband.  Eph 5:33, “However, you husbands also, each one of you individually must love his own wife as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.”



(1)  The husband must have spiritual self-esteem, a personal sense of destiny.  Loving your wife as yourself is impersonal love for all mankind.  This is motivated by personal love for God the Father.





(a)  The command to the husband is given in the imperative mood.  The command to the wife is given in the subjunctive mood, which means she must make an important decision as a subordinate.





(b)  The aggressive and responding love for God are separated between the husband and wife in the third divine law of marriage.  The man has aggressive love of enduring devotion and the wife has the responding love of respect.





(c)  Both husband and wife have both categories of love for God (enduring devotion and respect) in their soul.  They are equal in their respond to God.  They are equal in their spiritual life.




(2)  When a husband and wife fulfill their roles of leadership in the man and the response of respect in the woman, they provide leadership for their children, and the nation will flourish for another generation.




(3)  Soul love always produces integrity, the true romantic function of love.  Outside of this there is nothing but disaster.  Guilt and shame destroys sex.  These are built-in punishments to sex outside of marriage.  Guilt and shame produce scar tissue in the soul.




(4)  “Mystery” is used here in a technical sense for doctrine that was never understood in the Old Testament, but is now understood in Church Age doctrine.




(5)  True leadership in marriage is based on true love as per the Scripture.  The husband is to love the wife as Christ loved the Church and the wife is to respect her husband.  Leadership demands responsibility, not brutality.




(6)  Every husband is an individual and different.




(7)  Loving self is not arrogant preoccupation with self, but refers to the believer-husband being responsible for his very own spiritual life.  He is responsible for using his own volition to learn and utilize the fantastic spiritual life he has been given.  He is responsible for the development of impersonal love for all mankind and personal love for God, out of which will come the most fantastic leadership.  The secret to leadership is love.




(8)  Loving self reflects the status of spiritual self-esteem, the first tactical objective of the spiritual life.  The Christian husband is responsible through his study of the word of God to develop impersonal love for his wife and personal love for God and then apply these two categories of love in forgiving his wife’s failures.  The only true response a man will ever get from a woman is from having personal love for God and impersonal love for his wife’s failures.  No woman ever feels comfortable in a marriage where she is not forgiven for some stupid thing she has done.


5.  The attack on Christian marriage and destruction of Christian marriage is described in Eph 4:30-31, “Stop grieving the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  All bitterness: both anger [from emotion] and wrath [a hidden reaction anger based on bitterness], both clamor [excited, loud verbal brawling] and slander [malicious defamation of character] must be removed from you, along with all malice.”


a.  Without rebound (1 Jn 1:9) we do not stop grieving the Spirit, we perpetuate carnality, and bitterness, anger, hatred, slander, and malice become a way of life which we justify.  We become divorced from the reality of the spiritual life, the filling of the Holy Spirit.




(1)  If you reject rebound, your life becomes hell on earth.




(2)  Rebound allows God to pick up these sins of bitterness and remove them.




(3)  Redemption is the work of God.  The soul is redeemed at the moment of faith in Christ.  The body is redeemed at the Rapture of the Church.



b.  Marriages are destroyed by bitterness and malice.




(1)  Bitterness is a terrible sin of arrogance.  Bitterness is what caused Satan to ask for an appeal trial.  Bitterness is evil; it is more than sin.




(2)  Bitterness and malice always combine arrogance and emotion.  Bitterness is the start and malice is the result.  Bitterness is the worst mental attitude because it includes inhuman cruelty, harshness, anger, and animosity.




(3)  Bitterness turns love into hatred, happiness into malice, blessing into cursing.  Bitterness is the fuel that runs the three arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption).  Bitterness sponsors the three arrogance skills.  If you lie to yourself, you have no capability for true love.




(4)  Bitterness is a catalyst that produces irrationality.  It causes the activity of the emotional sins.  It is the pin of the grenade, which explodes and destroys your spiritual life.




(5)  Bitterness produces scar tissue of the soul, which blots out all the metabolized doctrine in the stream of consciousness.  Therefore, bitterness contradicts the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.




(6)  Bitterness destroys Christian marriage.  It nullifies the corporate testimony of Christian marriage.  Divorces are the function of evil bitterness.  Bitterness is what happens when a woman is disappointed with the man she marries.  Bitterness is what happens when a husband is disappointed and wishes he had married someone else.  Bitterness always pops up in a relationship between a husband and a wife.  Bitterness destroys a marriage even though there is no divorce, no separation of any kind.




(7)  Marriage is also attacked and destroyed by fornication and adultery.  Marriage protects the human race from self-destruction, which is why the punishment for adultery and fornication is so severe from the supreme court of heaven.




(8)  Principles.





(a)  If you live in Eph 4:31, you have destroyed all capacity for true love in life.





(b)  If you have destroyed all capacity for love, you will spend your entire Christian life grieving the Holy Spirit.





(c)  If you grieve the Holy Spirit, you have entered into perpetual carnality, 1 Cor 3:1-3.





(d)  If you enter a life of perpetual carnality, you are the most miserable of persons as a born again believer in Jesus Christ.





(e)  If you are the most miserable of persons as a believer in Christ, you have a problem.





(f)  If you have a problem, you have garbage in your subconscious.





(g)  If you have garbage in your subconscious, you do not want doctrinal solutions because they are God’s solutions.  You want self-centered solutions of arrogance.  Therefore, in Christian marriage you live in Eph 4:31.





(h)  Divine solutions always begin with rebound; for you are living on the wrong side of the royal law.





(i)  You are at the crossroads of a dilemma.  The road of perpetual carnality leads to the road of double punishment from the supreme court of heaven.  The other road leads to “The joy of the Lord is your spiritual power,” Neh 8:10.  Whom the Lord loves, He punishes, and His punishment hurts.



c.  Bitterness has five nouns, which are all synonymous and appositional concepts that describe bitterness: anger, wrath, shouting, slander, and malice.




(1)  Bitterness starts whining and complaining.  Once bitterness is launched in the soul, all true love is pushed out of the soul.




(2)  Bitterness is followed by anger.  Anger is really passionate lust in the Greek.  From passionate immorality comes anger.  The emotional sin of passionate lust drives out thought and adds only feeling, which leads to irrationality and anger.  A bitter person will never take responsibility for the cause of their bitterness, and from that point on will never take responsibility for their failures.  Many bitter people consider themselves to be perfect.  Bitterness is irrational.  They think they have righteous indignation, but they do not.




(3)  Wrath is a reaction based on bitterness and hatred, vindictiveness and implacability.  When hatred is added to anger you have wrath.




(4)  Then the spouse reacts and looks for reasons to downgrade their opposite number.  Clamor is shouting, loud verbal fighting, and loud verbal brawling.  All of these things lead to slander.




(5)  Malice is the lust to hurt someone because of your bitterness, anger, and hatred.  You seek revenge on the object of your anger, hatred, and wrath.  This destroys what is left of the marriage.


6.  Eph 4:32, “Instead become kind toward each other, compassionate, forgiving each other, just as God also through Christ has forgiven you.”


a.  Kindness is the exact antithesis of bitterness.  You have the road of bitterness and the road of kindness.  The road of bitterness is the road of carnality.  The road of kindness is the spiritual life.  Bitterness is what you do to yourself when you get into double punishment.




(1)  Kindness is how you solve the problem within your own soul and then with your modus operandi.




(2)  When you are kind, you are thinking about someone besides yourself; you are not filled with your own self-importance.




(3)  Every spouse in Christian marriage is mandated to be kind to their spouse.  Impersonal love for all mankind is being kind.  Personal love for God and personal love for a few in this life is kindness.



b.  To be compassionate means to stop thinking about yourself and to think about your spouse.  It is a synonym for kindness.  It is mental, not emotion.  Self-centeredness is the antithesis of being compassionate.



c.  Each spouse is to forgive each other as Christ has forgiven us.




(1)  Because of the salvation work of Christ, at the moment of faith all sins are forgiven and God can bless us.  When a husband forgives a wife, he never brings it up again.  When a wife forgives a husband, she never brings it up again.  When you bring up past failures again, that is malice, bitterness, and vicious fighting between two believers, which is evil.




(2)  The only forgiveness that counts in the life of any believer is the forgiveness that forgets it and never brings it up again.  There is no virtue-love where you remember past failures of a spouse.  We are to forgive as Christ forgave the Church.  This is why we are to love as Christ loved the Church.




(3)  The forgiveness of others is the function of the prototype spiritual life, which we inherited from our Lord Jesus Christ.





(a)  Forgiveness is always a function of grace.  Being a function of grace, forgiveness is amplified for the believer because we are to forgive as Christ forgave us.





(b)  This is the test of your integrity in the spiritual life.  If you cannot forgive as Christ forgave, you have done nothing in the spiritual life.





(c)  No marriage is a successful marriage without forgiveness.





(d)  You do not forgive unless you put behind you forever the wrongs other people do to you.  You are told to forgive everyone.  The motivation for this is personal love for God the Father, not your spouse, and not your emotion.





(e)  You are judged by this principle.  When a person truly forgives, they truly love.  There is no love in the person who forgives and then brings that failure back up again.  Everyone will be tested at one time or another on whether their love is true or not.  True love forgives.  You put every wrong behind you as spiritual royalty.



d.  1 Cor 11:30-31, “For this reason many are weak [warning divine discipline] and sick [intensive divine discipline], and a number sleep [the sin unto death].  But if we would judge ourselves [but we are not doing it], we should not be judged.”
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