Genesis 2:18



- this is the WA conversive plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb ‘AMAR, which means, “to say, to speak, to command.”  With this we have the proper name for God, JEHOVAH ELOHIM.  The phrase is translated “And the Lord God said.”
- this is the negative adverb LO’, which means “definitely not” plus the masculine singular adjective TOV, which means “good.”
- this is the qal infinitive construct from the verb HAYAH, which means, “to be.”
- this is the definite article and the masculine singular noun ‘ADAM, which means “man” and here refers to Adam only.

- this is the inseparable preposition L plus the masculine singular common noun BAD with the third person masculine singular suffix.  The preposition L means “to, in, with.”  The word BAD means I. 1. part, piece  2. solitude, alone II. poles, shoots  III. linen IV. empty talk, bragging  V. diviner.  The third person singular suffix means “his.”  Literally this says “in his solitude.”  We shorten the whole phrase in the English to the word “alone.”
“And the Lord God said, `Not good, the man being alone.”
- this is the first person common singular qal imperfect from the verb ‘ASAH, which means, “to make something out of something.”  The first person singular qal imperfect is translated “I will make.”  This is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ, the creator of all things, including the man and the woman.  With this we have the inseparable preposition L with the third masculine singular suffix, meaning “for him.”
- this is the masculine singular noun ‘EZER, which means “a helper, one who helps, an aide, an assistant.”
- this is the inseparable preposition K plus the masculine singular noun NEGED with the third masculine singular suffix, meaning “as a counterpart to him” or “corresponding to him.”
Gen 2:18 corrected translation
“And the Lord God said, ‘Not good, the man being alone.  I will make for him a helper corresponding to him.’”
Explanation:
1.  This is the decision of the sovereignty of God to create the woman as a suitable helper and companion for the man.

2.  This decision was made in eternity past as a part of the divine decrees.  It was not a spur of the moment decision by God because He suddenly realized that man was alone and needed a friend.  God is not surprised by anything.  He knew before He created Adam that Adam would alone and that it would not be a good thing.  So why this announcement?


a.  There had never been a woman in the history of creation.


b.  All of the angels were males.  We know this because a group of the fallen angels had sexual relations with the women of the world prior to the universal flood.


c.  No angel had ever seen a woman before.  This was something unique.


d.  The angels had never known what loneliness was.  They had always had God and the other angels around.


e.  So God makes this pronouncement for the benefit of the angelic creation as a part of His introduction of evidence into the appeal trial of Satan.

3.  Being alone is not necessarily a bad thing, a sinful thing, or an evil thing.  But in Adam’s situation it was definitely not a good thing.


a.  This passage does not say that Adam was lonely.  It says that it was not good that he was alone.  There is a vast amount of difference.


b.  Being lonely is man by man’s efforts feeling sorry for himself.


c.  Adam didn’t feel sorry for himself.  He had a perfect relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, and spent lots of time with Him every day.


d.  God, not Adam, made the evaluation that it was not good for Adam to be alone.  Adam wasn’t asking God for a companion.  He did not even know that he needed a companion.  God knew before Adam ever thought of it or suggested anything exactly what Adam needed to be complete.


e.  So God provided perfectly for Adam’s need before Adam knew he had the need.  This is function of the grace and love of God, and is exactly what God does for us throughout our spiritual life.


f.  Being alone was not a good thing for several reasons.



(1)  God needed a corporate testimony against Satan, which only the man and the woman united in marriage could provide.



(2)  God wanted to institute the concept of marriage into the human race as the boundary for sex.



(3)  Sex is a wonderful blessing from God to man, and is provided for the maximum pleasure of man, but only within the divine institution of marriage.



(4)  The woman came before marriage.  Notice that God did not create two men or two women, but one man and one woman for the institution of marriage.



(5)  Marriage came before sex.  After the creation of the woman, the first thing the Lord did was marry Adam and the woman.



(6)  Eventually the perpetuation of the human race will result from marriage and procreation, but this was not the primary purpose of the woman, or marriage, or sex.

4.  The primary purpose for the woman was to be a helper to the man.


a.  The woman is a counterpart to the man.  Not all women are your counterpart, only one, your right one.


b.  God has designed one perfect woman for each man in the human race, with the exception of those with the spiritual gift of celibacy (like the apostle Paul).


c.  The woman is designed to help, assist, be a counterpart to man.  She is not designed to be his superior or his inferior.  Women who want to be superior have an arrogance problem.  Women who want to be inferior have a self-pity problem.  Both are wrong.


d.  There are a vast number of ways that a woman can be a helper or assistant to her husband, and it differs in every marriage.  There is no set of rules.  That is something each couple must discover for themselves.


e.  The man has no right to abuse his authority and demand help from the woman.


f.  The woman has no right to refuse her help when it is asked.


g.  The man who does not ask for the woman’s help and advice is stupid and deserves to fail.


h.  The woman who does not seek to be helpful to her husband is in total violation of God’s plan and design for her marriage.
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