Genesis 2:17


 
- this is the adversative use of WA, meaning “but” plus the preposition MIN, meaning “from” and the masculine singular noun ‘ETS, meaning, “tree.”
- this is the definite article HA plus the feminine singular noun DA’ATH, which means “knowledge.”
- this is the masculine singular noun TOB, meaning “good.”  We have seen this word as the same word used by God to evaluate His creation and restoration.  This “good” refers to the relative good produced by creatures; for example, human good.

- this is the connective use of the conjunction WA, meaning “and” plus the masculine singular adjective RA’, meaning “evil.”
“but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”
- this is the absolute, dogmatic, objective negative LO’, meaning “not” and slamming the door shut, plus the second masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb ‘AKAL, which means “to eat.”  It is translated “you will not eat.”  This is a command in every sense of the word.

- this is the preposition MIN, meaning “from” plus the third masculine singular suffix, “it” and referring to the tree.

- this is the preposition/conjunction/particle KI, which has many uses and meanings:

I. 1. yes, indeed, truly  2. rather  3. but, except  II. 1. because  2. for  3. that  4. when  5. if, in case  6. even when, even though  7. as  Here it is translated “because” or “for.”
- this is the inseparable preposition B, meaning “in, on” plus the masculine singular noun YOM, meaning “day.”  This is literally “on a day.”  This seems like an awkward expression to us, but it is exactly how the Hebrews expressed indefinite time.  We do it in English by saying, “on that day” as if it were a particular day, yet in our mind we understand it as an indefinite concept--we don’t know when it will occur.  The Hebrew thought the same thing by saying “on the day, whatever day that might happen to be.”
- this is the qal infinitive construct from the verb ‘AKAL with the second masculine singular suffix “you.”  Literally this says “on the day of your eating.”  In English we say “on the day that you eat.”
- this is the preposition MIN, meaning “from” plus the third masculine singular suffix, “it” and referring to the tree.

- this is the qal infinitive absolute from the verb MUTH, meaning, “to die.”  The qal infinitive absolute is translated “dying.”
- this is the second masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb MUTH, meaning, “to die.”  It is translated with the qal infinitive absolute, “you will certainly, surely, absolutely die.”  This is a reference to spiritual death, not physical death.


1.  “Dying” is the qal infinitive absolute from the verb MUTH, a reference to spiritual death.  This is what the woman will omit in her later dialog with Satan.  She did not believe the wages of sin was actually spiritual death, but physical death.  “You shall die” is the qal imperfect of MUTH.  The second MUTH is a reference to physical death.


2  The wages of sin is spiritual death.  Because we have an old sin nature we eventually die physically.  So the woman will only discuss physical death, and Satan will encourage her in that (Gen 3:3-5).  She is the source of the first heresy - that the wages of sin is physical death.  That is a denial of the salvation work of our Lord on the cross.  The wages of sin is spiritual death, not physical death.

Gen 2:17 corrected translation
“but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you will not eat, because on the day of your eating from it you will certainly die.”
Explanation:
1.  This is the volitional test of the historic phase of the angelic conflict.  Will a creature, created perfect by God, obey the will of God?


a.  The fact that God gives a command to mankind to not do something clearly indicates that man has a free will.


b.  Some theologians in the history of the Church have said that man’s will is not truly free, but under the authority and control of the sovereignty of God.  This is absolutely wrong.


c.  The sovereignty of God and the free will of man co-exist in human history as a part of God’s perfect design.


d.  Man’s will must be totally free, just as the angels had a totally free will, to decide for or against God’s authority.


e.  The volitional test is: will a creature with a totally free will decide of his own free will to obey God and follow the plan of God?


f.  Satan’s argument is that God created creatures and made them the way they are; therefore, God is responsible for the decisions of his creatures, good or bad.


g.  This argument rejects the free will of the creature.  Satan is unwilling to accept the responsibility for his actions, decisions, thoughts, and instead seeks to blame God.


h.  God creates mankind with a totally free will in order to demonstrate to Satan and all the fallen angels that they, in fact, did have a perfectly free will, and made their own decisions to obey or disobey God’ plan for their life.


i.  So mankind is created with a free will and given a volitional test to demonstrate that creatures do have free will.

2.  Divine Institution Number One—Volition.


a.  This command awakened the volition of the man.


b.  God did not create in Adam the knowledge of conscience.  The soul does not have conscience.  Conscience must be taught.  This was a knowledge that Adam had to learn, just as children must learn the difference between right and wrong.


c.  A conscience is created by mentality and then functions under volition.


d.  You have to have vocabulary to know the difference between right and wrong.


e.  The death mentioned here as “dying” is the instant death of spiritual death.  “You will die” is a reference to physical death at the end of life.  Rom 5:12, “For as by one man sin entered into the world and spiritual death by sin, for all sinned when Adam sinned.”  1 Cor 15:22, “In Adam all die...”

f.  The choices you make determine the life that you lead.


g.  God created an authority in our soul, and that authority is called volition.


h.  The Issue of The First Divine Institution.



(1)  The body ate from the trees and was sustained as the house for the soul.



(2)  The soul had mentality to understand the divine mandate, but the volition was the authority to obey or disobey as in the prehistoric angelic conflict.



(3)  The whole man was the divine institution.  Volition is the authority in divine institution number one, but mankind is the divine institution.



(4)  Fallen angels also had this same authority system and they made the wrong decisions to follow Satan and were condemned to the eternal lake of fire.



(5)  Eventually Adam and the woman made the wrong decision and became spiritually dead instantly.



(6)  Unlike Satan and fallen angels, Adam and the woman used their volition to accept the redemption solution.



(7)  Satan and all fallen angels refused to take the responsibility for their decision to revolt against God and further refused to accept the divine solution.



(8)  Therefore two categories of angels resulted: elect and fallen angels.  The word “elect” implies that their was a choice in this angelic conflict, and election is always related to salvation, redemption.



(9)  Because of the progeny of Adam and Eve, procreation in marriage perpetuated the human race in a state of spiritual death at birth.



(10)  Individual non-meritorious volition in the form of faith in Jesus Christ is the same redemption solution.  Volition was the issue in the fall of mankind and is the issue in the redemption solution. 

3.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is the tree of conscious.


a.  Three things were in place in the Garden of Eden prior to man’s original sin.



(1)  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was in place in the Garden, but was not necessary until man’s sin.  This tree was the issue as to whether man would remain perfect and innocent or sinful and degenerate.



(2)  Adam and the woman were created by God in a perfect status.



(3)  Man’s innocence of understanding the difference between good and evil before they sinned.


b.  Man had relationship with the integrity of God in the garden through creation.  Human good couldn’t improve perfect environment.  The first test was:  since you cannot improve perfect environment, if you learn “good” by eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you will attempt to perform good.  Therefore, you will blaspheme against God, reject His authority, and produce evil.


c.  The first marriage was composed of a perfect husband and a perfect wife in perfect environment.  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was the only test of volition under perfect environment because under perfect environment knowledge of what is good and what is evil is not necessary.



(1)  God created them without a conscience.  They did not know anything about right and wrong, good and evil, because they were perfect.  They did not have to know the difference between good and evil because they were perfect.  As long as they remained perfect, the knowledge of good and evil was totally irrelevant.  Therefore, it was very difficult for them to destroy the perfect marriage.



(2)  They did not need a conscience--the knowledge of good and evil.  Their conscience was hanging on a tree.




(a)  The mandate of Gen 2:17 is given to the man because he is the one in authority.  Whenever God gives a negative prohibition, He always surrounds us in grace in order to motivate us from His grace to avoid disobedience.




(b)  The qal infinitive of the Hebrew verb MUTH is translated “dying.”  The second use of the verb MUTH is the qal imperfect and is translated “you will die.”  “Dying” refers to spiritual death.  “You will die” refers to physical death.  As a result of spiritual death, physical death would eventually occur.



(3)  Marriage was designed to test volition and freedom.  Both the husband and wife had the freedom to succeed or fail.  True freedom always gives you an option.  The safeguards of freedom include authority and blessing (the virtue and values needed by perfect persons to have capacity for their perfection).  You are responsible for every decision you make.  You have to know the word of God to make good decisions.  The use of the rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9 is taking responsibility for your personal sins.  You are responsible to God for what you do not know.  Ignorance is no excuse.  People fail in marriage because they will not take responsibility for their decisions.  Instead they destroy their marriage by the arrogance of self-justification.  Failure in sin did not destroy the marriage of Adam and the woman.



(4) Satan’s argument against God in his appeal trial is based on the perfect marriage in the Garden of Eden.  He says the perfect marriage failed.  That is a fact.  Then he distorted this fact by saying that he and his fallen angels do not deserve the lake of fire.  He took a true fact and distorted it into a false premise.  Then he uses an analogy.  He says that God made us perfect and we failed.  That is a fact.  He says that God made Adam and the woman perfect and they failed.  That is also a fact.  Then he has a false conclusion, “If I and all fallen angels are sentenced to the lake of fire for our failure, why shouldn’t Adam and Eve, who also failed in perfect environment, be sentenced to the same lake of fire?”  Satan’s argument ignores the fact that fallen angels had the volition and options to accept God’s solution, but rejected it.  Every rational creature ever designed must take the responsibility for their own decisions.



(5)  To test freedom in the garden of Eden in the human race, God provided one tree.  In so doing, He duplicated the conditions of the fall of Satan.  The tree in the middle of the garden is God providing the options.



(6)  The teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ in the garden of Eden was designed to produce virtue and values for the first marriage.  Both virtues and values of the divine institution of marriage become motivation for the obedience to the divine mandate of Gen 2:17.  The man and the woman were free to accept or reject the doctrinal teaching of our Lord.  They were free to discard the virtue and values that made their perfect marriage work.  Marriages only work where there are virtue and values.
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