Genesis 2:14



- this is the conjunction WA plus the construct form of the masculine singular noun SHEM, meaning “the name of.”
- this is the definite article and noun NAHAR, which means “river” plus the definite article and the masculine singular ordinal adjective, meaning “the third.”  The entire subject is “And the name of the third river.”  The verb HAYAH (“is”) is understood therefore not stated.

- this is the proper noun HIDDEQEL, which means “arrow, pointed, sharp” and is the name used in Dan 10:4 for the Tigris River.

- this is the masculine singular personal pronoun HU’ meaning “it.”  With this we have the masculine singular qal which means “to go, to walk” but for water movement it means “to flow” and as a participle it is translated “the one flowing.”  The verb HAYAH is understood, therefore, not stated.  The entire phrase is translated “It is the one flowing.”
- this is the feminine singular construct noun QIDMATH, which means “in front of, opposite.”
- this is the proper noun ‘ASHUR, which is the ancient name for the land of Assyria.

- this is the continuative use of WA, meaning “And” plus the definite article and the masculine singular noun NAHAR, which means “river.”
- this is the definite article and the masculine singular ordinal adjective REBI’I, meaning “the fourth.”
- this is the masculine singular personal pronoun HU’, meaning “it” with HAYAH “is” understood plus the proper name PERATH, which is the ancient name for the Euphrates River.

Gen 2:14 corrected translation
“And the name of the third river is the Tigris.  It is the one flowing opposite Ashur.  And the fourth river, it is the Euphrates.”
Explanation:
1.  The Tigris and Euphrates rivers form the two rivers that make up the Mesopotamia valley.  Both rivers originate in the mountains of eastern Turkey and flow southeast to the Persian Gulf.

2.  The Tigris River is the river along the northern border of the valley, while the Euphrates runs along the southern border of the valley.

3.  The People of the Mesopotamia Valley.


a.  The Kassites were a people who lived to the north of the Tigris River at the lower end of the river (closer to the Persian Gulf).


b.  The Gutians were a people who lived to the north of the Tigris River at the upper end (western end) of the river.


c.  The Sumerians lived in the lower end of the valley near the Persian Gulf from about 3000-2000 BC.


d.  The Akkadians lived farther up the river-valley from about 2500 BC onward.


e.  The Hurrians lived at the headwaters of the river-valley in eastern Turkey.


f.  The Amorites were a Semitic Arab group living to the south of the upper Euphrates river.


g.  The Sumerians formed the first cities and small empire in the lower and central valley.


h.  Sargon I of Akkadian descent conquered the area and established an empire from 2360-2230 BC.


i.  Eventually Ur of the Chaldeas emerged as the great city-state and formed an empire from 2112-2004 BC.


j.  The Amorites invaded and destroyed this empire and established the kingdoms of Mari, Assyria, and Babylon.


k.  Eventually the kingdom of Mari was overrun by the Babylonians under Hammurabi 1800-1750 BC.


l.  The Hittites were an Indo-European peoples who invaded from western Turkey from 1650-1595 BC.


m.  The Assyrian Empire developed from 1250-650 BC.


n.  The Persian Empire lasted from 550-331 BC.


o.  Alexander the Great conquered the area in 330 BC and it remained under Hellenistic control as the kingdom of Seleucid, one of Alexander’s four generals.


p.  The Persians once again took over the region from the Greek rules about 185 BC and never lost it again, not even to the Romans.


q.  The area was converted to Islam after 600 AD and has been part of the Arab world ever since.

4.  Ashur is the great city on the Tigris River, which was the center of the Assyrian Empire.  Moses mentions this city because it would have been the best known to the Jews at the time of writing to identify exactly what river named Tigris to which he was referring.  There may have been more than one river named Tigris at the time Moses wrote this, and he didn’t want the Jews to confuse some other Tigris river with the one in the Mesopotamia valley.

5.  Why mention these rivers?  The location of the other two rivers was not as well known as these two rivers.  These two rivers have always had their names and are still well known to us today.  This allows us to locate the Garden of Eden as somewhere at the end of the Mesopotamia river valley where these two rivers originally met.  This would the Garden of Eden somewhere under the Persian Gulf.
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