Genesis 2:12



- this is the continuative or connecting use of WA, meaning “and” plus the masculine singular common noun ZAHAB in the construct state, which means “And the gold of.”
- this is the definite article and common singular noun ‘ERETS with the definite article and demonstrative adjective HU’ (which is identical to the third person singular independent nominative pronoun “he, she, it.”).  It is translated “that land.”  The verb HAYAH is omitted in Hebrew grammar, being understood so well that it did not need to be stated.

- this is the predicate masculine singular adjective TOB, meaning “good; inherently good.”
“And the gold of that land [is] good.”
- this is the adverb of place SHAM, which means “there.”
- this is the definite article and the masculine singular noun BDOLACH.  This noun is transliterated badly as Bdellium.  It is possibly a stone or pearl or resin, a product of the land of Havilah.  The color of manna was compared to bdellium, Num 11:7.  What it actually is, is uncertain.

- this is the continuative use of WA, meaning “and” plus the feminine singular noun ‘EBEN, meaning, “stone.”  Here it refers to a precious stone.

- this is the definite article and the masculine singular noun SHSHOHAM, which means “onyx.”
Gen 2:12 corrected translation
“And the gold of that land [is] good.  There [are] the bdolach and the onyx stone.”
Explanation:
1.  Moses makes a point here to describe the riches and wealth of a land encompassed by one of the four rivers that flowed from the Eden river.

2.  This land, called Havilah, was rich in the finest gold and precious stones.  It was the wealthiest place on earth.

3.  But it wasn’t the Garden of Eden.  It wasn’t the place where Adam could continue his perfect relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, his creator.

4.  The Garden of Eden was the place of perfect relationship with the Lord.  There was no need for the finest gold or precious stones there.

5.  Man has always lusted after riches and wealth after the fall of Adam.  But we should notice that prior to the fall of Adam, while in fellowship with God, he was content to remain with his God in the place of perfect fellowship.

6.  There is nothing wrong with wealth, riches, or gold, as long as these things do not distract us from our relationship with Christ.
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