God, Science, Creation And Evolution

1.  Victor Weisskopf, president of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, reminded his fellow scientists of the amazing fact that non-thinking nature has generated intelligent beings and intelligible systems.  Einstein considered this development to be the great miracle of science.  The evolution of intelligence and intelligibility by random processes from unthinking atoms would indeed require a mighty miracle.  Dr. Lewis Thomas, Chancellor of the Sloan Kettering Cancer Center stated, “We know a lot about the structure and function of the cells and fibers of the human brain, though we haven’t a ghost of an idea about how this extraordinary organ works to produce awareness.”

2.  The Principle of Cause and Effect.  An effect can never be greater than its cause.  Thus a chain of effects and their causes must eventually trace back to an essentially infinite First Cause.  The law of causation offers strong testimony to the existence of a personal, omnipotent God.   The law leads inevitably to a choice between two alternatives: an infinite chain of non-primary causes; or an uncaused primary Cause of all causes.  In the infinite chain of non-primary causes, a non-primary cause must finally be reached that is essentially infinite.  And since nothing can be “more infinite” than infinite, this finally must beat a primary cause—the infinite First Cause.


a.  The First Cause of limitless space must be infinite.


b.  The First Cause of endless time must be the eternal.


c.  The First Cause of boundless energy must be omnipotent


d.  The First Cause of infinite complexity must be omniscient.


e.  The First Cause of love must be loving.


f.  The First Cause of life must be living.


g.  Thus, the First Cause of the Universe must be an infinite, eternal, omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent, personal, volitional, loving, living Being. 


h.  The inexorable conclusion to which we are driven by the scientific law of cause and effect—the fundamental principle upon which all true science is built and which all human experience confirms—is that this universe was brought into existence by a great uncaused, self-existing First Cause.

3.  There is nothing in the essential existence of God that requires him to create.  The universe had a beginning, but God is eternal.  He existed for endless ages without creating.  Whenever He is, God is not, nor can He be surprised.  There must, therefore, be good and sufficient reason why he created the universe and man to live in the universe, and there is, Neh 9:6; Rev 4:11, “You, O Lord, are worthy to receive glory and honor also the power; because You have created all things, also because of Your will they existed and they were created.”

4.  “For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are with excuse,” Rom 1:20.  These “invisible things,” according to the Romans 1:20, are summed up in two great concepts, those of His eternal power and His Godhead; or, as one might say, His work and His person.  There can therefore be no question that Christ has been revealed in the creation.  He is Himself the Creator (Jn 1:3; Col 1:16).  He now sustains and upholds the creation by the word of His power, Heb 1:3; Col 1:17).  The power of God deals with two great principles of the thermodynamics, which describe the basic ways physical power in the universe is manifest.  These two all-embracing laws of science affirm that none of this power is now coming into existence, even though its form is continually changing and is continually being degraded into less useful and available forms.  As time goes on, the energy of the universe becomes progressively less available for maintenance of its processes.  The universe is gradually becoming more and more disordered as its entropy increases.


a.  The first law of thermodynamics states that none of the tremendous energy (or power) of the universe is now being created, so that the universe could not have created itself.  The first law = the total energy of the universe remains constant.  The first law of thermodynamics is the law of conservation of energy.  Energy can be transferred from one place to another, or transformed from one form to another, but it can be neither created nor destroyed.  The total quantity of energy in the universe is constant.  The first law is stated in Heb 4:3-4; Neh 9:6; Ps 148:6; Col 1:17; Heb 1:3.


b.  The second law of thermodynamics states that the universe is constantly getting more disorderly.  Everything deteriorates all by itself.  The available energy of the universe is decreasing, indicating that sometime in the past all the energy (including matter) was available and perfectly organized, like a clock that had just been wound up.  This shows that the universe must have been created, even though it could not create itself.  The second law = the available energy of the universe is decreasing.  The universe is decaying toward an eventual “heat death.”  However, since it is far from “dead,” it must have had a beginning.  Thus, by the second law, the universe must have been created somehow at some finite time in the past, since otherwise it would have died long ago.  Natural processes are described by the second law, which stipulates that these processes normally proceed in a direction exactly opposite to the direction required by evolution.  The second law is clearly stated in Gen 3:17-20; Mt 24:35; Mk 13:31; Lk 21:33; 1 Jn 2:17


c.  Since the universe is not yet “dead,” and since it is going to die in time, it is obvious that time had a beginning.  The second law testifies conclusively that the universe of time, space, and matter in its present form at least must have had a beginning at “zero time.”  The first law, on the other hand, unequivocally stipulates that the universe could not have begun itself.  The second law says there must have been a creation, but the first law says the universe could not create itself.  The two laws thus point inexorably back to Gen 1:1.


d.  According to the leading scientists of evolution “No one knows why energy is conserved.”  Neither does anyone know why entropy increases.  All we know is that in all scientific measurements and observations, energy is conserved and entropy increases, and they are no known exceptions.  These are the two best-substantiated and most universally applicable generalizations of science, but no one knows why.  That is, scientifically, no one knows why.  The reason why nothing is now being created is that God ended his work, which He had made, and rested.  The reason why nothing is being annihilated in the present cosmos is that Jesus Christ is now holding all things together by the word of his power.

5.  The universe is a tri-universe, a space-matter-time continuum.  Matter is energy in another form, and energy in turn can simply be ultimately described as light.  The first thing Jesus Christ did in the restoration of the earth was to create light.   One of the most profound discoveries of modern science has been that physical light and, therefore, also matter, in its basic atomic structure has two natures, apparently contradictory and yet perfectly real and harmonious.  Under certain conditions light manifests all the characteristics of wave motion; in other situations it seems to behave as a stream of particles.  This dual nature of light and of the atomic structure of matter has been the greatest paradox of modern science.  Most scientists are convinced that this duality of light is real, even though beyond understanding.  It has become the basis of the famous principle of “indeterminacy,” which says that it is forever impossible to determine completely the behavior of the sub atomic particles, which constitute the ultimate basis of matter.  The distances are so small, and velocities so great, that physical measurement, even in imagination, are incapable of precise determination and decision.  The powerful tools of mathematical physics know as wave mechanics and quantum mechanics likewise reflect this fundamental complementarity of nature, the one that being the means of studying wave motions, the other of motions of particles, each having its own regime of application.  Thus, but the wave nature of light and particle nature of light are accepted as scientifically valid descriptions of the basic nature of light and therefore of all matter.  Now one, and now the other, is manifest, but both are real.  One might even think of this remarkable reality in terms of a "hypostatic union” of the two natures of light.  In this remarkable way also does the physical universe-the things that are made-witness to the Lord Jesus Christ, in His eternal power and Godhead.

6.  In 1873, J. Clerk Maxwell wrote: “In the heavens we discover by their light stars so distant that no material thing can ever have passed from one to another; and that this light tells us that each of them is built up of molecules of the same kinds that we find on earth.  No theory of evolution can be formed to account for the similarity of the molecules.”


a.  All electrons are everywhere the same, all protons are the same, and so on.


b.  Einstein felt that the most incredible thing about the universe was that it is intelligible, capable of being described in ways intelligible to men and women.  How could random, non-intelligent primeval particles evolve themselves into orderly, intelligible systems?


c.  The difficulty of explaining such an orderly universe by natural processes is infinitely compounded by the fact that those processes, always constrained as they are by the second law of thermodynamics, are now causing the universe to proceed toward greater and greater degrees of disorder.


d.  British astronomer Paul Davies has said, “The greatest puzzle is where all the order in the universe came from originally.  How did the cosmos get wound up, if the second law of thermodynamics predicts asymmetric unwinding towards disorder?”  The great puzzle is easily solved: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

7.  Biblical theologians have traditionally made a distinction between God’s works of creation and His works of providence.  All things are being conserved, but nothing is now being created.


a.  According to the first law of thermodynamics, nothing in the physical realm is now being created or destroyed even though continually changing in form.


b.  According to the second law, all things tend to decay and die, a situation that evidently dates from the imposition of God’s curse on the earth.


c.  The basic laws of nature are the two laws of thermodynamics, the laws of conservation and decay.  Mass-energy must always be conserved and entropy must always increase.


d.  God who established the universe can intervene when and how He wishes.  Such interventions we call miracles.  God performs two kinds of miracles: miracles of providence which intervene in the operation of natural processes (a long drought and subsequent rain, Jam 5:17-18, the Philippian earthquake, Acts 16:26, the destruction of the army of Sennacherib, 2 Kg 19:35; and the miracles of creation which contravene the laws of thermodynamics (the daily creation of manna, water turned into wine (Jn 2:1ff), the dying son healed (Jn 4:46ff), the crippled man made whole (Jn 6:5ff), gravity superseded (Jn 6:16ff), the blind made to see (Jn 9:1ff), resuscitation of the dead (Jn 11:33ff), resurrection of Christ.


e.  Regeneration is a miracle of creation; for we who were spiritually dead have been born-again to a living confidence.


f.  Creative miracles require suspension or reversal of the basis laws of God for the universe, whereas providential miracles require only manipulative control of God’s existing laws for how the universe is to work.


g.  At the end of Genesis Chapter One God is no longer creating material things, but conserving what He has created.  Energy is conserved, matter is conserved, the biological “kinds” are conserved, and each human being in God’s image is conserved.   This conservation principle was drastically changed, however, with the imposition of God's curse on the world.  From then on, not only did death come in, with all living organisms destined eventually to disintegrate and go back to their basic elements, but so do all other structures tend to become unstructured.  Instead all of a law of conservation of structure, there now prevails a universal law of breakdown of structure.  Not only is there no more creation of order, but the reverse is taking place, a universal decrease of order.

8.   Universal slander against the Creator is necessary before Satan can ever hope to replace Him on the throne of the universe.  He must persuade both men and angels that, since there is no real Creator, they can worship and obey whomever they choose--idols, animals, angels, spirits, other men, or even themselves.  Eventually they will come to worship Satan.  Modern humanistic evolutionists scoff at such notions.  They believe in neither God nor Satan, worshiping only themselves.  So the idea that Satan invented the evolutionary concept and is using it as his vehicle to deceive the nations and to turn men away from God is naive foolishness.  A few reasons why evolution cannot be harmonized with the Biblical record of creation:


a.  The Hebrew phrase “after his kind,” which occurs ten times in Gen 1, limits all variation to variation within the kind.  Evolution outside of a biological species is clearly precluded.  This is exactly what genetic scientists have found to be inescapably true.


b.  At the end of God’s restoration of the earth, “He rested from all His work which God created.”  Consequently, present-day biological processes (variation, mutation, even speciation) could not be processes of creation or development, as theistic evolutionists allege.


c.  God pronounced all His work to have been “very good.”  Such an evaluation by perfect God would be grotesquely inconsistent with a system of nature ruled by a grinding struggle for existence with only the fittest or more prolific surviving.


d.  The Lord Jesus Christ, the Creator of all things (Jn 1:3), plainly taught that the Genesis record of creation was intended to be taken historically and literally.  Mt 19:4; Mk 10:6, “And He answered and said, "Have you not read that He who created them from the beginning made them male and female.”  Note this is not from the tail end of evolutionary history, after the evolution of all creatures, but from the beginning of the creation of man to resolve the angelic conflict, man has had dominion over the other creatures of the earth.


e.  If the first Adam is not real, as Paul taught, and if therefore, the Fall did not really take place, then neither is the Second Adam real, and there is no need of a Savior.


f.  It is obvious that there is at least an apparent conflict between evolution and the second law of thermodynamics.  One describes a universal process of upward change, the other downward change.  Evolution, being non-observable and non-repeatable, cannot even be tested.  The entropy principle, on the other hand, has been tested and proved, as thoroughly and effectively as any law of science ever could be proved.  Evolutionists are completely unwilling to face up to the obvious conclusion that they should abandon their evolutionary beliefs and so have tried to find some way of getting around the second law.  The common device of the evolutionist for avoiding the anti-evolutionary implications of the second law is to say that the law applies only to isolated systems, whereas the earth is an open system.  Somehow they think that even though the entropy principle may eventually win out in the universe and the universe ultimately die, the evolutionary process can still operate effectively on the earth throughout geologic time.


g.  Biochemistry and the Origin of Life, see The Biblical Basis for Modern Science, Henry Morris, pp. 231-237.

9.  All other philosophies on the origin of the cosmos, both ancient and modern, begin with the space-matter-time universe already in existence, presumably from eternity.  The ancient Babylonians began their system in a primeval water chaos; modern evolutionists start the universe in a highly explosive chaos of elementary particles.  There have been many other concepts throughout history of human philosophy, but the common feature of all of them is the tacit assumption that the cosmos itself is the ultimate reality.


a.   No scientist was present to observe the origin of the cosmos, nor can any scientist reproduce or even simulate the process in his laboratory.  The universe is essentially infinite in size and complexity, and attempts of finite man to speculate as to its origin are merely presumptuous and arrogant.


b.   The only way we can possibly know anything about cosmic beginnings is through divine revelation. The only adequate cause to explain the universe is that of a personal, omnipotent God, and the only way we can know how he did it is by means of revelation.


c.   The universe is a continuum of time, space, and mass/energy.  None can have real existence without the others, and each merges imperceptibly into the others.  The beginning of time must be concurrent with that of space and mass/energy.  The universe is a universe, not a multiverse.


d.   The fact that time must have had a beginning point is also the testimony of the second law of thermodynamics.  The universe is now up dying. Times Arrow (the universal law of deterioration) points downward and, if the second law continues to function, the universe will ‘die’ in time.  Since it is not dead, time had beginning.  If time stretched back eternally, the universe would already be dead.


e.   The second law thus indicates that the universe must have been created--otherwise it would be dead.  But the first law indicates that the universe could not create itself, since in the present structure of nature energy can neither be created nor destroyed.  Consequently, the universe must have been created, at some beginning point of time by an external Cause adequate to the task of creating a complex, infinite, the eternal universe.  Thus, the first verse in the Bible states the most profound—yet most simple—and most fundamental fact ever conceived or spoken.


f.  The Biblical creationist philosophy reveals that God is not a part of the cosmos, but antecedent and transcendent to it, that the creation was accomplished not by process but by fiat, that it was completed in the past, and that it was produced EX NIHILO.  In all these aspects, it is in direct conflict with evolutionist philosophy.


g.  Evolutionism purports to describe a cosmos in which all things come into existence and build themselves up into higher, more complex levels of existence by purely natural processes in a universe that is self-contained and self-sufficient.  That is, evolution is a universal principle of innovation and integration, functioning in a closed-system universe.  The laws of thermodynamics, on the other hand, describe a universal principle of conservation and disintegration.



(1)  The first law states that the universe could not have created itself.  The second law states that it must have been created or else it would already have completely disintegrated.



(2)  If these present laws continue to operate, the universe will eventually “die,” with the sun and all its reservoirs of useful energy completely depleted.  It will not cease to exist (by the first law), but will be dead (by the second law).  Since it is not yet dead, it must have had a beginning; if it were infinitely old, it would already be dead.



(3)  By the evolutionary presupposition, there is not external agent available to rejuvenate it.  It is a closed system, operating all by itself.  But, by the second law, a closed system must proceed toward disintegration: it cannot organize itself into higher levels of integration or organization, as the evolutionary concept requires.  Thus, the two most certain laws of science flatly and explicitly contradict the evolutionary philosophy.



(4)  How does the evolutionist answer this?




(a)  He says the continual “death” of those portions of the cosmos which we can see can be offset by postulating a continual birth of corresponding portions of the universe which we cannot see.  Far out in non-observable space, there is a continual evolution (out of nothing!) of mass/energy in some form, which then enters into the cosmic process to keep it all in balance somehow as the observable cosmos decays.  This is the famous Steady State Theory originated over thirty years ago by the British astronomer, Sir Fred Hoyle.  This theory has now been completely repudiated by Hoyle himself and abandoned by evolutionists.




(b)  In the second instance the evolutionist says, the matter and energy of the cosmos were in some unknown fashion brought into existence and into complex organization at a primeval discontinuity in time.  This is the even more famous Big Bang Theory, according to which the matter, energy, and organization of the cosmos somehow evolved in a very brief period of non-observable time, just before the beginning of the present order of things—the present order being described by the laws of thermodynamics.



(5)  Contradictions to the Big Bang Theory.  The main evidence for the Big Bang has been the so-called 3 degree Kelvin background radiation, supposed to be the uniform low-energy remnant of the primeval cosmic explosion.  However, scientists have shown that this radiation can be explained in various other ways as well as by the hypothetical explosion.




(a)  The primordial explosion should have propelled all the matter and energy of the cosmos out radially from its center, and by the principle of conservation of angular momentum, none of it could ever thereafter have acquired any kind of curvilinear motion.  Yet there all kinds of curving and orbiting motions of stars and galaxies of the cosmos, a situation that seems quite impossible if the universe began with the Big Bang




(b)  Sensitive measurements in recent years have increasingly been showing that the background radiation is not homogeneous and isotropic (that is, the same in all directions), as it should be if it had been produced by the Big Bang, but is “anisotropic” in all directions.




(c)  The universe is anything but uniform, as the big bang theories require, but instead is full of huge agglomerations of matter in some regions and vast empty spaces in others, scattered around the cosmos and far from any uniform manner.




(d)  If the explosion is driving all galaxies apart in the resulting expansion, how could it fail to drive all atoms apart before they came together into galaxies?




(e)  The most serious objection comes back again to the second law of  thermodynamics.  Explosions produce disorder, not order! The primordial super explosion surely would have produced absolute chaos and the most utter disorder.  If the universe is indeed a closed system, as evolutionary cosmogonists allege, then how in the name of sense and science, could this primeval chaotic disorder have possibly generated the beautifully organized and complexly ordered universe that we now have?



(f)  If the general movement of the universe is from order to disorder, how did the order originate? Since the evolutionists cannot admit a supernatural cause of order, they must postulate a naturalistic ordering agent.  But since the basic law of nature says that disorder increases with time, they must assume a different basic law of nature before time--that is, before the instant of the big bang.  And so they assume that the second law was reversed before the big bang.  This means they must believe the universe is eternally oscillating: when it contracts, order increases; when it expands (as at present), order decreases.  This notion, of course, is sheer imagination.




(g)  One of the most fascinating aspects of astronomy is the concept of the expanding universe.  Astronomers generally believe the distant galaxies are all receding from us –or, better, that all galaxies in the cosmos are receding from each other.  The universe as a whole is rapidly expanding according to this view, with the velocity of recession of the different galaxies increasing with their distance from us.  The evidence for this remarkable state of affairs is the famous Doppler effect, the “red-shift” in the light spectrum from distant galaxies.  A source of light, which is moving toward us, will emit light waves with a shorter wavelength than will a light source moving away from us.  In the first case, this would make the light bluer, in the second case, redder.  There are galaxies so closely associated with each other that they are actually connected by luminous filaments of gas.  Yet their red shifts are vastly different.  There are also binary stars whose two members show different red shifts.  These and other problems make the expanding universe concept at least open to serious question.  In any case, the expanding universe concept, and therefore the big bang theory, which depends on it, must be considered improbable at best.




(h)  It has not even been proved that the present universe is expanding, although this is certainly the most common interpretation of the “red-shift” Doppler Effect.  To speculate that a universe that perhaps now is expanding and gaining entropy was long, long ago possibly contracting and losing entropy may be permissible as fantasy but scarcely qualifies as science.  Even if the universe were to start contracting, there is not the slightest reason to think that the entropy law would ever be reversed in such an operation.  Much more likely, the more it contracted, the more its components collide and become fragmented into utter disorder.  The only force available to cause the galaxies to come together is gravity, but the force of gravity depends on mass, and the total mass of all galaxies plus intergalactic dust is many times too small to support such a gravitational collapse.




(i)  The true evolutionist must assume that the universe and matter are eternal, and in spite of the second law of thermodynamics, this primordial matter has somehow been able to organize itself into complex systems.  An influential Harvard biologist has bluntly expressed this remarkable “particles-to-people” philosophy as follow: “It is a fundamental evolutionary generalization that no external agent imposes life on matter.  Matter takes the form if it does because it has the inherent capacity to do so.  This is one of the most remarkable and mysterious facts about our universe; that matter exists that has the capacity to form itself into the most complex patterns of life.  By this I do not mean to suggest the existence of a vital force or universal intelligence, but just to state an attribute of matter as represented by the atoms and molecules we know.”   Exactly how matter does this, despite the law of increasing disorder in the universe, is apparently to be left as an article of faith in the evolutionist’s creed.

10.  There is no evidence that our solar system evolved.


a.  After a thorough study will all the plausible models for the origin of our source system, one astronomer concluded that none were satisfactory.  There are so many complex and diverse phenomena that characterize the solar system that it would seem impossible ever to devise an evolutionary scheme, which could explain them all.  


b.  The distances of the different plants and assigned conformed to a remarkable mathematical function known as Bode’s law.  Bode’s law states that, if a series is formed of the numbers 0, 3, 6, 12, 24, and then another series formed by adding 4 to each successive number and then dividing the sum by 10, the resulting series gives the distances from the sun to the various plants in astronomical units (one Astronomical Unit (AU) = the distance of the Earth from the sun).


c.  The planets contain 98 percent of the angular momentum of the system (approximately, the amount of spin in the system), even though the sun contains 99 percent of the mass of the solar system.


d.  Some plants rotate in one direction, some in another, and the same is true of their various satellites.


e.  There are vastly differing chemical compositions of the sun and the various individual planets and their satellites.

11.  The Problem of Light from the Stars.


a.  If some stars are billions of light-years away, then by definition that light must have been traveling across space for billions of years.  If that is the case, then the universe must be billions of years old.  This is a very common objection raised by those who question the biblical teachings of recent creation--that the earth is only about 10,000 years old and was created in six literal days.


b.  In order for the stars to perform their intended function of indicating signs and seasons, days and years (Gen 1:14), they would need to be visible on earth essentially as soon as Adam and Eve were created.  Since the even the nearest star is four light-years away, it would be necessary for God somehow to make their light available on upper practically as soon as they were created.


c.  The simple solution to this is the assumption that the whole universe was created fully functioning right from the start.  Adam and a woman were created as a full grown man and woman, fruit trees were created already bearing fruit, and the light rays from the stars were created already in transit through space.  The whole universe was created full-grown, ready to function according to the divine plan and purpose intended for it by its Creator.  When God creates anything at all, that object would appear to have been there before, and thus would necessarily have an appearance of age.  To say that God could not create something with an appearance of age is the same as saying He could not create anything that all.


d.  Another objection is more difficult to answer.  Certain stars have dramatically increased in brightness to become novas or supernovas at various times during human history.  Some of these are in distant galaxies, and so are commonly interpreted as events that happened on the stars perhaps millions of years ago, with their light just recently reaching the earth.  If the universe is young, the stars were not even in existence that long ago.  How can this paradox be reconciled?  It cannot and never will be answered by creationists who believe in a young earth.  It can only be answered by the gap between Gen 1:1 and Gen 1:2.

12.  The Problem of Radiocarbon Dating.


a.  Robert E. Lee wrote an article in the Anthropological Journal of Canada entitled “Radiocarbon Ages in Error,” in which he stated, “The troubles of the radiocarbon dating method are undeniably deep and serious.  Despite 35 years of technological refinement and better understanding, the underlying assumptions have been strongly challenged, and warnings are out that radiocarbon may soon find itself in a crisis situation.  It should be no surprise that fully half of the dates are rejected.  The wonder is that the remaining half comes to be accepted. No matter how useful it is the radiocarbon method is still not capable of yielding accurate and reliable results.  There are gross discrepancies, the chronology is uneven and relative, and the accepted dates are actually selected dates.


b.  For example, igneous rocks were evidently all formed originally by the flow of magma up from the mantle of the earth, either carrying the radioactive minerals with them as they flowed, along with their radiogenic “daughter” products, or else incorporating the daughters from the magmatic mix in which they were being transported, so that the igneous rocks formed by the cooling magmas might already seem to have an “apparent age” of millions or billions of years at the moment when their true age was zero years.  That this must have been a case is shown by the fact that all modern igneous rocks, formed in historic times by lava flows from active volcanoes exhibit this phenomenon.  That is, all such modern rocks will show very ancient radiometric ages, as calculated from uranium, potassium, or rubidium inclusions, which they contain.  Since this is true in all such rocks of known age, and since igneous rocks of unknown age were formed by the same process, it is almost certainly the case in all these other rocks as well.

13.  Historical geology is not, and can never be, a genuine science.  This is in no way meant to be a reflection upon the science of geology, which is a true science in every sense of the word.  When, however, a geologist seeks to become a historical geologist, he must leave the realm of science and enter that of philosophy or religion.  The presently excepted system of historical geology is basically nothing more than a philosophy of evolutionary uniformitarianism.


a.  The word science is defined in the Oxford dictionary as “a branch of study which is concerned either with a connected body of demonstrated truths or with observed facts systematically classified and more or less colligated by being brought under general laws, and which includes trustworthy methods for the discovery of new truth within its own domain.”


b.  Thus science involves observed facts and demonstrated laws.  The scientific method involves experimental reproducibility, with like causes producing like effects.  Science is knowledge, not inference, speculation, or extrapolation.


c.  Truth science is necessarily limited to the measurement and study of present phenomena and processes.  Data that have been observed in the present, or have been recorded by human observers in the historic past, are properly called scientific data.  Laws that have been deduced from these data, that satisfactorily correlate the pertinent data, and that have predictive value for the correlation of similar data obtained from like experiments in the future, are properly regarded as scientific laws.


d.  But there is no way of knowing that these processes and the laws that described them have always been the same in the past or that they will always be the same in the future.  It is possible to make an assumption of this kind, of course, and this is a well-known doctrine of uniformitarianism.  The assumption is reasonable, in the light of all our experience with present processes, and is no doubt safe to extrapolate on this basis for a certain time into the future and back in the past.  But to insist that uniformitarianism is the only scientific approach to the understanding of all past and future time is clearly nothing but a dogmatic tenet of a particular form of religion.  That uniformitarianism has been the foundational and guiding principle of historic geology is widely recognized.


e.  Real science deals with the data and processes of the present that can be experimentally measured and observationally verified.  The principle of uniformitarianism is a philosophy, or faith, by which it is hoped that these processes of the present can be extrapolated into the distant past and the distant future to explain all that ever happened and to predict all that will ever happen.  But, when viewed in these terms, it is obvious that uniformitarianism is not proved, and therefore it is not properly included in the definition of science.


f.  The concept of uniformitarianism has thus been applied quite illegitimately in historical geology.  True uniformity has to do with the inviolability of natural law and not with the uniformity of process rates.  The laws of thermodynamics indicate what the character of all natural processes must be, but they do not indicate how fast or how slow such processes will proceed.  And there is certainly never any assurance that the rate of any given process will always be constant.  It is obvious that if geological processes have always been going on at the same slow rates they exhibit today, the earth must be immensely old.  Age calculations by certain of these processes--such as radioactive decay, continental erosion, canyon cutting, deltaic deposition, and others-when based on present rates, are of course bound to give it extremely high values, far greater than can possibly be accommodated within the framework of Biblical chronology.  But there is clearly no scientific basis for assuming such uniformity of process rates.  It is certain that all real decay processes are so intricately complex and are affected by such a great number of factors (a change in any one of which may drastically affect the process rate) that it will forever be quite impossible to say exactly what the rate will be except under precisely known conditions.


g.  In a recent article in the publication Geological Society of America, geologist James Shea catalogued a long list of fallacies in the uniformitarianism.  He concludes, “The idea that the rates or intensities of geological processes have been constant is so obviously contrary to the evidence that one can only wonder at its persistence.”  One of the nation’s leading geologists, University of Wisconsin professor Robert Dott, stressed that the geological record, as preserved in the sedimentary rocks, was a record of local and regional catastrophes, not one of slow and uniform rates of deposition.  After giving many evidences and examples, he said, “I hope I have convinced you that the sedimentary record is largely a record of episodic events rather than being uniformly continuous.”  Modern naturalistic catastrophists such as Dott and Shea desire to retain the geologic-age system because of its vital importance for evolution.  Evolution requires long ages to be feasible at all, and so the standard system of geological time is considered inviolable, even though all real geologic formations speak clearly of short time periods of rapid deposition.

14.  The Standard Geologic Column or Geological Time Scale or the System of Geologic Ages
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indirect evidence)


a.  The Geological Column is the backbone of so-called historical geology.  It is based on the hypothetical vertical cross section through the earth’s sedimentary and fossiliferous crust, which is actually never found at any one location on the earth’s surface.  It is merely an artificial construction, developed by superposition and interpolation from many locations.


b.  Historical geologists do not like the following questions: On what basis is the various rock types and formations identified and classified?  How is one system assigned to say, the Devonian period and another to the Ordovician?  How do we know which is older and which is younger?  How are the divisions between successive periods recognized?


c.  This problem of stratigraphic classification is clothed in uncertainty and controversy, even though the Geologic Time Scale has been generally accepted it in its present form for over a hundred years.  The non-specialist is inclined to assume that the equivalent strata in different areas can be recognized by their chemical or physical composition.  However, this is not so.  The factor that is most important in assigning an age to a given strata is its biological content, that is, fossils it contains.  This means plainly that only the fossils can be relied upon as a criterion for determining the time in earth history when a particular formation was deposited.  Other data--vertical position, physico-chemical characteristics, and other factors--are essentially insignificant.


d.  How do geologists determine which forms were living when? There must be some systematic way of viewing and classifying the changes of life forms with the passage of geologic time.  The key, of course, is evolution! If everything must be explained in terms of uniform laws and uniform processes, this must include the development of the biological world as well as the physical world.  All kinds of animals must therefore have gradually developed from earlier and simpler forms.  There must of been a slow increase of organization and complexity of living forms during geologic history.  However, many fossils are found in many “ages,” so only certain fossils known as “index fossils” are used for dating purposes.  In each sedimentary stratum certain fossils seem to be a characteristically abundant: these fossils are known as index fossils.  The evolutionary significance of this methodology is clearly indicated by the following statement:  “Once it was understood that each fossil represents a biological entity, instead of a special divinely created life form, it became quite obvious that the plants and animals of each stratigraphic division had simply evolved from those of the preceding epoch through gradual adaptation.  They were, in turn, ancestral to those that followed.”   This technique might have merit if it were actually known from historical records, from a divine revelation, or from some other source, that all living forms had indeed evolved from prior forms.  But the actual evidence for evolution on such a scale as this is limited to the fossil record itself.  Thus, the primary means of dating rock formations relative to each other, in the geologic column, is the evolutionary sequence of life on the earth through geologic time and the preservation of distinctive life forms as fossil deposited in the rocks laid down during each successive period.  But, in turn, the history of evolution on the earth has been built up on the basis of the record revealed in the rocks representing the successive geologic ages.  In fact, the only genuine historical evidence for the truth of evolution is found in this fossil record.

15.  The almost universally accepted biological mechanism for producing evolutionary change is supposed to be genetic mutation (a sudden random change in the biochemical structure of the germ cell) preserved, if favorable, by natural selection.  Furthermore, it is admitted by all geneticists that the great majority--in fact, almost all--mutations are basically harmful. Since evolution cannot be demonstrated as occurring in the present, and since such evidence as does exist of biological change in the present seems to be evidence of decay and death, rather than growth and increasing organization, it is obvious that, in the last analysis, the only real evidence for evolution in the broad sense is that contained in the fossil record.  But the fossil sequences are based on the geologic ages, and the geologic ages have been built up as an interpretive framework for earth history on the basis of the implicit assumption of evolution!  This is circular reasoning.  

16.  The fossil record is claimed to be the main evidence for evolution, supposedly documenting the evolutionary changes in living creatures throughout the geological ages.  Creationists believe that fossils were buried at the time of the great flood.  Does the fossil record depict the evolution of life over many ages or the destruction of life in one age? The real geological column is a record of the great flood, not of the slow accumulation of sediments gradually deposited over many ages.


a.  Most of the earth’s present sedimentary rock bands, especially those containing fossils, on which the evolutionary geologic age system is based, do indeed give much evidence of having been eroded, transported, and deposited by water.  In fact, that is why they are called sedimentary rocks.  Furthermore, as now widely recognized even by evolutionary geologists, these give evidence of rapid deposition and so provide prima facie evidence of flood flows, not quiet deposition in stationary bodies of water.


b.  Sediment erosion, transportation, and deposition is a process that may take place very slowly or exceedingly rapidly.


c.  In any given formation composed of the series of parallel strata, each individual stratum represents a uniform sedimentation process and therefore a constant set of flow variables.  In any actual flow situation, however, such uniform conditions usually persist only for a few minutes or hours before at least one of the variables changes.  Consequently, each stratum probably was formed in a matter of minutes or hours.  Therefore, an entire formation could be laid down in a period of a few days at the most.


e.  Practically every local geologic column is composed of a relatively small number of stratified sedimentary rock formations, and it is certainly reasonable to conclude that each formation in every region was laid down rapidly--which means catastrophically.


f.  Evidences of Hydraulic Catastrophism.



(1)  Fossil Graveyards.  It is a matter of elementary logic to recognize that these graveyards must be attributed to very rapid burial and lithification, or otherwise they could never have been preserved.  Since most such fossil graveyards have been buried in water-laid sediments, they clearly give witness to the fact of a water catastrophe.



(2)  Polystrate Fossils.  Large fossils of animals and plants--especially tree trucks-- extend through several strata, often twenty feet or more in thickness.  This type of fossil must have been buried quickly or it would not have been preserved intact while the strata accumulated around it.  And since the strata entombing these polystrate fossils are no different in appearance or composition from other strata, it is obvious that neither was there any significant difference in the rapidity of deposition.



(3)  Ephemeral Markings—a transient marking on the surface of a recently deposited layer of sediment.  These include such phenomena as ripple marks, rain prints, worm trails, and bird and reptile tracks.  The only way they could be preserved is by means of abnormally rapid burial (without concurrent erosion), plus abnormally rapid lithification.  Only an overwhelming catastrophic sedimentary phenomenon can account for these markings and their preservation.



(4)  Preservation of Soft Parts—where the actual soft tissues of the organism have been preserved.  This is true even in very “ancient” strata, and often such fossils are found massed together in large numbers.  Not only do these deposits speak plainly of very rapid burial by the sediments, but they also make the contention that they have remained unaffected by decay and erosion for many millions of years exceedingly difficult to believe.



(5)  Phenomena of Stratification.  Most of the earth’s surface is covered with sediments or sedimentary rocks, originally deposited under moving water.  This in itself is prima facie evidence that powerful waters once covered the earth.  Most sedimentary deposits are the result of brief, intense periods of flood run-off, rather than slow, uniform silting.



(6)  Alluvial Valleys.  Practically all modern rivers course through valleys that once carried far greater volumes of water than they do now.  The Mississippi Valley, for example, consists of alluvial deposits extending to depths of six hundred feet.  This indicates that the rivers of the world, in recent times carried tremendous volumes of water and sediment.


g.  The various evidences for hydraulic catastrophism cited above are generally found more or less indiscriminately among strata throughout the entire geologic column.  There is no evidence of progressive change in the characteristics of catastrophism throughout the supposed geologic ages, such as should be expected in response to changing climatic and geophysical regimes as postulated throughout the earth’s evolution.


h.  Another evidence of contemporaneity of deposition is the geological trade secret of anomalous fossils--that is, fossils from one evolutionary “age” found mixed with fossils from another age.  This is a fairly common phenomenon but is usually either ignored or explained away as a case of “reworking” or “displacement,” whereby fossils somehow migrate from where they were deposited to where they are found.  However, when fossil footprints from different ages are found together, this type of explanation collapses, and geologists are then forced to resort to unwarranted charges of fraud to avoid having to acknowledge that the geological-age system is wrong.  This has been the case with the famous Paluxy River footprints.  Although numerous dinosaur and human footprints have been unearthed in the limestone at this site, in the same geological stratum, most geologists dogmatically refuse to accept the evidence since man and dinosaurs are supposed to be separated by about 70 million years on the standard time chart.  Nevertheless, the prints are there, and they have every appearance of being authentic, showing conclusively that man and dinosaurs lived at the same time.  Two human skeletons were discovered in the same Utah sandstone formation in which, a few miles away, the Dinosaur National Monument had been constructed because of the great number of dinosaur fossils found there.  Dinosaur pictographs made by early tribal artists have been found in Arizona, Siberia, Zimbabwe, and elsewhere.


i.  There is no truly objective means of determining the geologic age of a rock.  There is no real way to be sure that any given rock formation is older or younger than any other rock formation.


j.  Out of all the billions of fossils known and documented in the rocks of the earth’s crust there is not a single true transitional evolutionary form that has yet been excavated anywhere in the world.  Evolutionists have been teaching the doctrine of slow and gradual evolutionary change for so long that most people have simply assumed that the fossils actually document these imaginary great evolutionary changes of the past.  But there are no such transitional fossils, and this fact has finally been acknowledged by evolutionary paleontologists.  Stephen Gould of Harvard University is perhaps the leading representative of this modern school of paleontologists.  He makes the following admission: “All paleontologists know that the fossil record contains precious little in the way of intermediate forms; transitions between major groups are characteristically abrupt.”



(1)  Every one of the animal phyla appears suddenly and fully developed in Cambrian rocks.  In particular, it is significant that there are no transitional forms between the vertebrates and any of the invertebrates.



(2)  In any local area, a species does not arise gradually by the gradual transformation of its ancestors; it appears all at once and “fully formed.”



(3)  The existence of fossils is evidence of catastrophism.  This is obvious from  the great fossil graveyards found all over the world in the rocks of every so-called geologic age.  These ages are determined on the basis of the fossils contained in the rocks, and yet the fossils speak of rapid burial, not slow deposition.



(4)  In Baja, California a research team of paleontologists found fossil beds thousands of feet thick.  Even beds of fossil birds have been found, despite the fact that birds can obviously avoid burial by all but the most violent, widespread, and prolonged catastrophes.

17.  The Young Earth?  An evangelical scientist and theologian named John Klotz wrote in Genes, Genesis, and Evolution, “that processes once thought to take long periods of time are now known to occur in much shorter periods.  It is generally assumed that oil is formed only after the original complex organic matter is covered by several thousands of feet of overburden and after a lapse of several millions of years.  Yet scientists have found hydrocarbons in sediments taken from the Gulf of Mexico and dated by Carbon 14 method at an age of 12,300 +/- 1200 years.

18.  The Uniqueness of Planet Earth As a Setting for Life.


a.  The size of the earth.  The earth has just sufficient mass that it is able to hold around itself a blanket of gases, which both support life and shield it from the lethal rays of the sun.  Poisonous gases, which formed as the earth cooled, were not held in the atmosphere, but escaped into space.  The gases unsuitable for life were light enough and the earth’s gravitational pull small enough that they were lost into space and thereby eliminated.  If it were much larger, it would have retained a large percentage of gases deadly to life.  If it were much smaller, its gravitational forces would have been insufficient to retain any atmosphere at all.


b.  The rate of revolution.  The rate of revolution of the earth is just right for the continuous renewal of the atmosphere for animal life.  Nothing gets too cold or too hot over most of its area, and plants have just enough times of light and darkness to perform their function of regenerating the air (since the unique stability of carbon dioxide depends upon alternating light and darkness).


c.  The distance from the sun.  This determines the mean temperature of the atmosphere and the earth.  The pliable materials of which living tissue is composed are made up of chains of molecules, which retain their physical characteristics within a comparatively narrow range of temperature variation.  Carbon compounds are only stable is a very restricted range of temperatures.


d.  The seasonal variations.  Were it not for these changes, microorganisms which cause diseases and which are favored by certain environmental conditions, would multiply so extensively that the human race might very well suffer extinction.


e.  The surface of the earth.  The surface of the earth is part water, part dry land, in a ratio of approximately 3 to 1.  The uniqueness of water in itself is phenomenal.  Water makes up 80-90% of all living organisms.  Water is the most universally effective chemical solvent known, dissolving more substances than any other liquid, though being itself exceedingly stable chemically.  It thus provides the fluid medium in which extremely slow chemical reactions may proceed rapidly.  It constitutes the fluid medium in the body which makes the body of functioning chemical plant of high efficiency.  Water also has almost the highest heat capacity of any known substance and therefore is probably the ideal stabilizer of the temperature of the planet, absorbing enormous amounts of heat without itself becoming too warm for life and then surrendering that heat without itself becoming too cold.  Its unusual properties in all three states--solid, liquid, or gas--within the temperature ranges common to the earth make it tremendously important as a mechanical agent in modifying the earth’s surface, weathering the rocks and creating a bed for the first plants, and allowing for its own recirculation by evaporating into cloud formations and then being condensed and precipitated.  Its ability to absorb large quantities of oxygen at comparatively low temperatures guarantees survival of living organisms in oceans and lakes.  Its exceptional property of expanding slightly just above the freezing point allows it to form a protective layer of ice that floats on the surface and prevents large bodies of water from freezing solid and destroying marine life.


f.  The existence of the moon.  The moon has sufficient mass to cause tides, and tides are of great importance in keeping the oceans fresh.  What currents do in vitalizing rivers, tides do for the oceans.

19.  The Ice Age.  This catastrophe was sudden in the extreme.  It was violent.  It seems to have been very widespread.  It was accompanied by a fundamental change in climatic conditions in many parts of the world.  It wiped out enormous numbers of animals of all kinds--large and small, land and aquatic.  And it literally marked the end of a whole world order.  The bones of those animals, which can live only in the torrid zone of the earth, are buried in the frozen soil of the polar regions.  There was a sudden dying out of so many large mammals not in one place only but over half the land surface of the globe.  This was a very sudden catastrophe followed almost immediately by intense cold.  This catastrophe involved a widespread flood of waters, which not only killed the animals but also buried them under continuous beds of loam or gravel.  The same catastrophe was accompanied by a very sudden change of climate in Siberia, by which the animals that had previously lived in fairly temperate conditions were frozen in their flesh under the ground and have remained there ever since.  The death of hundreds of thousands of large animals was unnatural, and virtually simultaneous.  Vast animals cemeteries are found in which predators and the prey died together, and there is no evidence of the bones of any animals having been gnawed.  The most obvious cause of these animal graveyards would seem to be pestilence or disease.  But what disease is so completely unbiased as to sweep away all forms of life, even the very carriers of it, including birds, and every conceivable form of life over the whole of the great continents irrespective of latitude or longitude?  From the Antarctic we have discovered great coalfields, evidence of luxuriant growth within 200 miles of the South Pole.  Fossil plants of north Greenland have proved that the land has been favored with a climate of at least 30 degrees F higher temperatures.  The same has been found true in Siberia.

20.  Conclusion.


a.  The Old World was suddenly brought to end just when it seemed ready to receive man as its paramount chief.  But God had formed it and established its natural order.  He did not create all this in vain.  He had intended it in the first place as a habitation for Man, and although His intention had been forestalled by some counter agency, that intention stood firm.  And so the process of reconstruction or reconstitution was once again undertaken by the Lord to put everything ready for the introduction of man, for whom it had all been planned.


b.  The Angelic Conflict.
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