Genesis 1:6



- this is the continuative use of the conjunction WA plus the qal imperfect from the verb ’AMAR, meaning “to say.”  With this we have the masculine plural subject ’ELOHIM, meaning “And God said,”
- this is the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb HAYAH, which means, “Be.”  This is called the jussive in Hebrew, which is used as an absolute command.

- this is the masculine singular noun RAQIJA‘, which means “an extended surface, an expanse.”  The verb RAQA‘ means to beat, stamp, beat out, to spread out” as in the act of a goldsmith beating the metal down in order to spread it out over a surface.  This is the word translated “firmament”, which was regarded by the Hebrews as a solid object, which supported waters above it.


1.  Ezek 1:22, “Now over the heads of the living beings there was something like an expanse, like the awesome gleam of crystal, spread out over their heads.”

2.  Ps 19:1, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.”

3.  Dan 12:3, “Those who have insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”

4.  Gen 1:14-17, “Then God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years;

and let them be for lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was so.  God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also.  God placed them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth.”

5.  So the word refers to a large space.  We shall see that this large space, which God creates between two separate bodies of water, will be the atmosphere of the earth.


6.  The word is used for atmosphere, a mirage, an illusion, or gases.


7.  The Hebrew word for atmosphere is used four ways in the Old Testament.


a.  It is translated “a transparent work of sapphire” in Ex 24:10.  This refers to the color of the sky, a transparent blue.


b.  It is used for a molten looking glass in Job 37:18.  The sky is a mirror.  This is a mirage.  The atmosphere is a mirror and creates mirages from dense atmosphere on heated surfaces like the desert.  There are also cold-water mirages.


c.  It is used as a carpet spread over the earth in Ps 10:4:2.


d.  In Isa 40:22, it refers to a curtain of gauze spread over the heavens.

- this is the preposition BE plus the masculine singular noun TAWEK, which means “in the midst, in the middle, between.”
- this is the definite article plus the masculine plural noun MAYIM, which means “the waters.”
- this is the conjunctive WA plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb HAYAH, which means “And it became.”  Remember how WA added to HAYAH makes it a pluperfect in Hebrew, which is translated that something already existing “became” something new or different.

- this is the masculine singular hiphil participle from the verb BADAL, which means, “to cause to divide, to cause to separate.”
- this is the preposition BEN (pronounced BEAN) and meaning “between.”
- this is the masculine plural noun MAYIM, meaning “waters.”
- this is the preposition LA plus the masculine plural noun MAYIM, meaning “to, for, in regard to.”  Here it means “in the waters.”
Gen 1:6 corrected translation
“And God said, `Atmosphere be between the waters.’  And a dividing between waters existed in the waters.” 
Explanation:
1.  God gives another command and His creation obeys immediately.

2.  God commands the earth’s atmosphere to exist between two different sets of water.


a.  One set of water is the water on the surface of the earth, which makes up the ocean.


b.  Another set of water is the water above the atmosphere of the earth.  The upper waters are storage of upper atmosphere water.


c.  So the elements are: earth-->water-->atmosphere-->water-->outer space

3.  Characteristics of the Atmosphere.


a.  The band of atmosphere, which God provided on creation day +2, is vital to animal and plant existence.


b.  The moon is dead because it has no atmosphere.


c.  The atmosphere is composed of a mixture of gases in a stabilized form:  oxygen, nitrogen, hydrogen, helium neon, etc.


d.  Air is stable but is not constant.  Variable components include CO2, carbon monoxide, and water.


e.  The content of the air changes with regard to the amount of moisture and CO2, but the non-variable components remain the same.


f.  The amount of air in our atmosphere today has an effect on climate, radiation, and weather.


g.  The atmosphere is divided into variable elements (water, CO2, carbon monoxide, ozone, formaldehyde, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, and ammonia) as well as non-variable elements.


h.  There is a relationship between the first and second days of restoration of light and atmosphere.  The amount of ozone in the atmosphere depends upon the absorption of ultraviolet radiation.


i.  A relationship exists between water and atmosphere.  This is illustrated by the amount of variation in the CO2 in the atmosphere.  The atmosphere on land gets too much CO2 in the air, but the wind blows it over water where it is absorbed.  The atmosphere balances the amount of O2 and CO2 and CO.  Between 1900-1950, CO2 increased by 12% in the earth.  CO2 in the air reduces the loss of heat by infrared radiation from the earth.  Increased CO2 increases the average temperature of the earth.  Winds cleanse the atmosphere.  The atmosphere contains pressure: 14.5 pounds per square inch (psi) at sea level.

4.  Without atmosphere there could be no animal, plant, or human life.  Angels need no atmosphere.  Wind was created on the second day of restoration.
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