Genesis 1:5




- this is the conjunction WA, meaning “And” plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb QARA’, which means, “to call, to name, to give a name” plus the masculine plural noun ’ELOHIM, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.

- this is the preposition LA plus the common singular noun ’OR, meaning, “light” plus the masculine singular noun YOM, meaning “day.”

“And God named the light “Day.”
- this is the adversative use of the conjunction WA plus preposition LA and the masculine singular noun HOSHEK, meaning “but the darkness.”

- this is the third masculine singular qal perfect from the verb QARA’, meaning “to call, to name, to give a name.”

- this is the masculine singular noun LAYLAH, meaning “night.”

“And God named the light “day,” but He named the darkness “night.”
- this is the conjunction WA plus the qal imperfect from the verb HAYAH, meaning, “to be.”  With this we have masculine singular noun ‘EREB, meaning “evening.”
- this is the conjunction WA plus the qal imperfect from the verb HAYAH, meaning, “to be.”  With this we have masculine singular noun BOQER, meaning “morning; getting lighter; dawn.”  These two phrases are translated “And it became evening, and it became morning.”
- this is the masculine singular noun YOM, meaning “day.”  Notice there is no definite article here.  The definite article will not be used until day six.

- this is the masculine singular adjective cardinal number ’ECHAD, meaning “one.”  This is the same word used in Dt 6:4, “The Lord is one [unique].”

Gen 1:5 corrected translation
“And God named the light “day,” but He named the darkness “night. And it became evening, and it became morning.  Day one.”

Explanation:
1.  God distinguishes between the things He creates and separates by using vocabulary.  God does not need vocabulary to communicate, but He invented words, language so man could communicate.  All created things must receive nomenclature from God.  This makes it easier to define relationships in created things.

2.  While a thing named by man expresses the impressions made on his human mind, a thing named by God gives the exact reality of that thing.  Words have meaning and God’s words have exact meaning and tremendous importance.  The language of Scripture is not “just a matter of semantics.”  God uses language to distinguish between what He has done and what Satan has done.

3.  Notice that language and vocabulary was created prior to man.

4.  The creation of light caused the earth to begin rotating on its axis.  The earth rotates from darkness around to dawn again.  This is why the Jewish day began at sundown.

5.  During the first three days of restoration, light will be concentrated above planet earth, so that evening and dawn can reoccur as the earth rotates on its axis.

6.  On the fourth day God will disperse the light concentration into light bearers (like the sun).  This is when we get our present solar system--the sun, the moon, the planets.

7.  By God the Holy Spirit radiating heat, and by this light concentration, and by the rotation of the earth the ice pack is melted and replaced by the atmosphere on the second day.  In one twenty-four rotation, the surface of the earth went from an ice pack to being covered with water.  In the next rotation, enough water will be lost so that there is just enough water left to form the oceans.
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