Genesis 1:29





- this is the WA conversive plus the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb ’AMAR, which means “to say” with the third masculine plural from the noun ’ELOHIM, meaning “God.”

- this is the particle of interjection HINEH, which is commonly translated “Behold” but means in modern English, “Notice” “Pay Attention.”

- this is the first common singular qal perfect from the verb NATHAN, which means, “to give.”  It is translated “I have given.”

- this is the inseparable preposition LE with the second masculine plural suffix KAM, meaning “to you.”

- this is the sign of the direct object ’ETH, plus the common masculine singular noun KAL, meaning “all, every” with the masculine singular noun ‘ESEB, which means “green plants.”  In the construct state this is translated “all the green plants.”

“Then God said, ‘Notice, I have given to you all the green plants”
- this is the masculine singular qal participle from the verb ZARA‘, which means, “to sow” and the masculine singular cognate noun ZERA‘, which means “seed.”  The phrase is translated “sowing seed.”
- this is the relative particle ’ASHER, which means “which.”  The verb “are” is not stated because it is never stated when obvious.

- this is the preposition ‘AL, meaning “upon” plus the common plural construct state from the noun PANEH, which means, “face, surface, front of.”

- this is the masculine singular noun KAL, meaning “all, entire” in the construct state with the definite article and common singular noun ’ARETS, meaning “the entire earth.”

- this is the connective use of the conjunction WE, meaning “and” with the sign of the direct object ’ETH with the masculine singular noun KAL, meaning “every” in the construct state with the definite article and the masculine singular noun ’ETS, which means “tree.”

“Then God said, ‘Notice, I have given to you all the green plants sowing seed, which are on the surface of the entire earth and every tree”
- this is the relative particle ’ASHER, which means “which” with the inseparable preposition B with the third masculine singular suffix, translated “on it.”

- this is the masculine singular noun GERI in the construct state and meaning “the fruit of” with the masculine singular noun ’ETS, meaning, “tree.”  The phrase is translated “the tree of fruit.”
- this is the masculine singular qal participle from the verb ZARA‘, which means, “to sow” and the masculine singular cognate noun ZERA‘, which means “seed.”  The phrase is translated “sowing seed.”
 - this is the inseparable preposition L with the second masculine plural suffix AKEM, meaning “to you” or “for you.”

- this is the third masculine singular qal imperfect from the verb HAYAH, which means, “to be.”  The qal imperfect expresses the future aspect of the verb and is translated “will be.”

- this is the preposition L with the feminine singular noun ‘AKLAH, which means “for food.”

Gen 1:29 corrected translation
“Then God said, ‘Notice, I have given to you all the green plants sowing seed, which are on the surface of the entire earth and every tree which is on it; the tree of fruit sowing seed will be for food for you.’”

Explanation:
1.  The first words ever spoken by God to man were a blessing of mankind, as we saw in the last verse.  Our Lord continues his blessing to the first couple in this verse.

2.  The man and woman are given a grace provision by God of food to sustain their life.


a.  God in grace gives to man.


b.  Man had no idea what he could or could not eat.  God instructed him as to what was good for food.


c.  Any green plant, which produced seed, was eatable along with any tree bearing fruit.  Fruit trees existed in abundance in the Garden of Eden.  Vegetables were also available in abundance.  Man had a perfect diet of fruits and vegetables in the Garden of Eden.  Life can be sustained perfectly in perfect environment on a diet of fruits and vegetables.


d.  There is nothing wrong with eating meat, which is pointed out to Adam after the fall and is emphasized in detail by both Peter and Paul in the New Testament epistles.  But there was no need to eat meat in the perfect environment of the Garden of Eden as far as we know.


e.  Our Lord mentions the plants “on the surface of the entire earth,” which is interesting, since it means that Adam was probably free to go outside the garden of Eden and explore the earth if he wanted.  He was probably free to come and go from the Garden of Eden and used it for his home base.  The natural curiosity of man to explore God’s creation probably worked in Adam just as it does in us.  Adam didn’t have to join the Navy to see the world.  But Adam probably wasn’t gone from the garden overnight, since his capacity for life was sustained each day by eating from the tree of life in the middle of the garden.  He also would have come back for Bible class with the Lord each night.  He never missed a class.

3.  God commands man’s attention when God tells man something important relevant to man’s survival.  That is why we have the interjection “Notice, Pay Attention, This is Important.”


a.  Certainly everything God says to man is important, but certain things are more important than other things.


b.  Remember that this is only a synopsis of all that God said.  Moses us is giving us the Reader’s Digest version of the conversation and explanation God had with Adam.


c.  God probably explained to Adam and the woman the entire realm of biology, so that Adam completely and perfectly understood everything there was to know about plant life on the earth.  All of his knowledge had to be passed on to succeeding generations.  Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ was the first biologist and Adam and the women were the first students of biology in the world.


d.  The first class taught by our Lord was sex education and it was taught to two adults.  The second class was biology.


e.  God begins teaching man right from the beginning and mankind is a student of God from the beginning.
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