Genesis 1:17



- this is the WA conversive plus the third masculine plural qal imperfect from the verb NATHAN, which means “1. give  2. present  3. offer  4. pass on 5. allow, permit  6. surrender, deliver 7. set, put, lay.”  Here it means “to set, put.”

- this is the third masculine plural particle ’OTAN, meaning “them.”

- this is the masculine plural noun ’ELOHIM, meaning “God” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.

- this is the preposition BE, meaning “in” plus the masculine singular construct form noun RAQI‘A, meaning “in the expanse of.”  This is a reference to the second heaven, the stellar universe.

- this is the definite article and the masculine plural noun SHAMAYIM, which means “the heavens.”

- this is the preposition LE plus the hiphil infinitive construct from the verb ’AWAR, which means in the qal “to shine, brighten, let be bright, make bright, kindle.”

- this is the preposition ‘AL with the definite article and the common noun ‘ARETS, meaning “on the earth.”

Gen 1:17 corrected translation
“And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to shine upon the earth.”
Explanation:
1.  “Them” refers to the sun, the moon, and the planets of the solar system, not to the stars, though the stars do shine upon the earth.

2.  God the Holy Spirit picked out an empty area of space or moved part of the universe out of the way and created a solar system for the earth with the insertion of the sun, the moon, and the planets.

3.  This means that the sun was established as a fixed point and the earth was made to revolve on its axis and to rotate around the sun.  This established the following things:


a.  Heat to sustain life on earth.


b.  Light to sustain life on earth.


c.  Alternating cycles of light and darkness to establish a time clock for days, months, and years. 

4.  The stars had already been set in the expense of the heavens as a part of the original creation.

5.  The sun, the moon, the planets, and the stars are God’s witness to His eternal power, His grace, His majesty, His existence.  This is called the teleological argument for the existence of God.


a.   The teleological argument says that the universe is both telescopic and microscopic.  Looking at the stars through a telescope causes you to realize there is no accident in the creation of the universe.  Looking through a microscope reveals tremendous arrangement, adaptation, and purpose in biological life.  All this denotes a designer.



(1)  Stones which accidentally fall from a hillside never form automatically into a symmetrical wall.



(2)  All the chemical components of the human body are in the world, but they never accidentally form man.



(3)  You cannot shuffle the twenty-six letters of the alphabet into a beautiful poem; there has to be a poet.



(4)  A study of any of the sciences causes you to appreciate the fact that there is a tremendous design in the universe.


b.    This argument is the fact that the universe, by its telescopic and microscopic wonders, always forms arrangement, purpose, and adaptation, which connotes a designer.  Structure in the universe demands a designer.  The more we discover about the perfect structure of the universe in science, the more we recognize the need for a designer.  The order of the universe can no more be accidental than the shuffling of twenty-six letters of the alphabet into a beautiful poem.  The chemical contents of the human body are never accidentally combined to form man.


c.  Rom 1:20, “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.”

6.  God Reveals Himself.


a.  God has revealed Himself to mankind in three ways:



(1)  Revelation by nature or creation, Ps 19:1-6; Rom 1:19-20.  This is called the teleological argument of Theism.  The structure of the universe demands a designer.  For example, all the chemical components of the human body are in the world, but they never combine accidentally to form man.  The universe, by its telescopic and microscopic wonders, can be no more accidental than the shuffling of 26 letters of the alphabet into a beautiful poem.  So God is revealed by nature, but the revelation by nature does not explain God's plan, purpose, or will for your life.



(2)  God reveals Himself by the Bible as the written Word.  With the completed Canon of Scripture in this dispensation, we have available in the New Testament epistles theology, doctrine, principles, and concepts that were never revealed before.




(a)  We also have a utilization of God's power that was never before available to all believers.




(b)  Every Church Age believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity to execute the protocol plan of God, advance to maturity, and become an invisible hero.




(c)  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age is revelation, Eph 3:3.



(3)  Revelation by Jesus Christ as the living Word.  The great power experiment of the Hypostatic Union provides full revelation of God.  Christ is the revelation of God, according to Jn 1:18, 6:46; 1 Tim 3:16; 1 Jn 4:12.  Jesus Christ reveals the wisdom of God, 1 Cor 1:24.  Jesus Christ reveals the power of God, Heb 1:1-3.  This is the significance of the great power experiment of the Hypostatic Union.


b.  So although nature tells us there is a God, nature cannot give us one iota of information about God's purpose or will for your life, the way of salvation, or any other factor.  Only the written Word and the living Word can reveal God to us, and His will for us.
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