Genesis 1:1


INTRODUCTION
1.  The word Genesis is the Greek word meaning “beginning” and is taken from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament in 250 B.C.

2.  The main theme of the book is origins: the origin of the created world, the human race, the nations of the earth, and the Jews.

3.  The author was Moses, who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament after the Exodus of the Jews in 1441 B.C. and prior to his death in 1400 B.C.

4.  The book was written to the nation of Israel specifically but has application to the entire human race.

OUTLINE
1.  The Beginning of Mankind, 1:1-11:32.


a.  Creation of the world, Gen 1:1.


b.  Destruction of the world, Gen 1:2.


c.  Restoration of the world, Gen 1:3-2:3.


d.  Place of man in the world, 2:4-25.


e.  Entry of sin and the fall of man, Gen 3:1-4:26.


f.  Antediluvian races and patriarchs, Gen 5:1-32.


f.  Sinfulness purged by the flood, Gen 6:1-9:29.


g.  The posterity of Noah and the early races of the earth, Gen 10:1-11:32.

2.  The Life of Abraham, 12:1-25:18.

3.  The Life of Isaac, 25:19-26:35.

4.  The Life of Jacob, 27:1-37:1.

5.  The Life of Joseph, 37:2-50:26.


 - this is the preposition BE meaning “in, with, by” plus the feminine singular noun RESHITH, which means “first, best; first-fruits.”


1.  The noun RESHITH occurs 51 times in the Bible.  Nineteen of those 51 times indicate something’s beginning.  It is used in an absolute, independent construction five times, only one other time besides Gen 1:1 does it have the meaning “beginning,” and there it uses a different noun ME-ROSH, Isa 46:10, “I am God, and there is none like Me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.”


2.  The exact form of the prepositional phrase and noun BE-RESHITH occurs only in Jeremiah, where it is always bound in construction with the noun for “kingdom” and always in the construct form rather than in an independent form.


3.  In Gen 1:1, RESHITH is doubly peculiar, since it is followed by the verb “created” and is indefinite (meaning it has no definite article under the preposition BE and it would appear that it cannot be translated as a definite expression: “In the beginning.”


4.  However, it appears by comparing all the occurrences of this prepositional phrase as well as the occurrences of ME-ROSH, we find that “time designations in adverbial expressions do not require the definite article” in Semetic languages, Dictionary of Old Testament Theology & Exegesis, vol. 3, p. 1025.


5.  Therefore, this phrase can be correctly translated “In the beginning.”

6.  A parallel passage can be found in Prov 8:23, where a true beginning is clearly intended, the phrase ME-ROSH is used instead of BE-RESHITH. "From everlasting I was established, From the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth.”  This indicates a time very near the beginning of the creation of the universe itself.  Such a time would clearly represent the conditions that are popularly supposed to be intended in Gen 1:1


7.  The Hebrew translation of the Old Testament Bible into Greek is known as the Septuagint or LXX, the Roman numerals meaning “70” and referring to the number of men used to translate the Hebrew into Greek.  Gen 1:1 in the Greek translation is EN ARCHĒ, where the definite article is also missing, which in Greek makes the expression definite, and is correctly translated “In the beginning.”


8.  Therefore the phrase BE-RESHITH has the meaning “In the beginning” or “At a former time” or “In a former state.”  All three of these meaning are correct uses of the word RESHITH.



a.  “In the beginning” points to a definite start of time in the universe.  Since the universe is made up of space, matter, and time.  This is a reference to the starting point of the universe—the initial creation of space, matter, and time by the Lord Jesus Christ.



b.  “At a former time” looks back at the time of the universe prior to the existence of sin and evil in the universe.  We will see more about this in the next verse.



c.  “In a former state” looks back at the conditions of the heavens and the earth prior to the fall of Satan and the resultant effect it had on the universe.


9.  The Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament by Harris, Archer and Waltke has this to say about RESHITH, “There has been a great deal of debate over the use of this word.  Many commentators both ancient and modern have tried to read the phrase as “when-” rather than “In the beginning” as do several modern versions.  The chief modern justification for this interpretation of the root is to relate it to the phrase ENUMA ELISH that begins the Babylonian epic of creation.  However there is no evidence to connect the two different terms.  The proper interpretation of the prepositional phrase can be deduced from the other occurrences and the witness of all ancient versions.  The NT (Jn 1:1) translates the Hebrew and follows the LXX precisely in its reading of the first phrase of the OT.  The use of this root leaves no doubt that Gen 1:1 opens with the very first and initial act of creation of the cosmos.”  To translate this prepositional phrase as a dependent clause “when God created” would indicate that God did not create the universe out of nothing (Latin EX NIHILO), but out of pre-existing materials, which is not correct theologically according to:



a.  Ps 33:6, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made [‘ASAH = to make something out of preexisting materials], And by the breath of His mouth all their host.”  Verse 9, “For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.”  Notice that this states that God s creation here is instantaneous—“He spoke and it was done.”



b.  And Heb 11:3, “By faith we understand that the worlds were created [KATARTIZW, which means “prepare, make perfect, create] by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.”  Note again that this verse says specially that God s creation was done by merely speaking and it was so, and that exists in the universe “was not made out of things which are visible.”



c.  The only other independent occurrence of this word is in Isa 46:9-10, “Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure'.”


10.  Therefore the first word in Scripture is grammatically unusual and unique because Moses like Isaiah is describing a unique event.

 - this is the qal perfect third masculine singular from the verb BARA’, which means, “to create something out of nothing.”   Hebrew verbs have aspects rather than states, like the English past, present, and future.  The aspect of the verb is perfect, which indicates completed action.


1.  In the Qal, the word is only used of God s activities.  The Hebrew stem BRA is used in the Bible exclusively of divine creativity.  It signifies that the produce is absolutely novel and unexampled, depends solely on God for its coming into existence, and is beyond the human capacity to reproduce.  The verb always refers to the completed product.  As the Jewish exegete Nahmanides wrote, “We have in our holy language no other term for `the bringing forth of something from nothing.”


2.  It denotes initiating something new, as in Isa 41:20, 48:6-7, 65:17; Ex 34:10; Jer 31:10; Ps 51:10.


3.  It has the meaning to bring into existence in Isa 43:1; Ezek 21:30, 28:13, 15.


4.  It is used for the creation of the universe in Gen 1:1, 21, 27; 2:3.


5. This verb is used for the creation of immaterial life.  It is used this way in Gen 1:21 for the creation of animal life and in Gen 1:27 for the creation of the human soul life of the man and woman.


6.  This is not the same word as is used for the creation of material things out of existing materials.  That is the word ‘ASAH, as we shall see in Gen 2:3-4, where the two words are both used, BARA’ for the creation of things out of nothing and ‘ASAH for the creation of things out of existing materials.


7.  In Gen 5:1-2; 6:7; Deut 4:32 it is used for the creation of the immaterial soul life of man.


8.  In Ex 34:10 it is used for God creating a covenant with Israel.  In Num 16:30 it is used for the Lord bringing “about an entirely new thing.”


9.  In later Hebrew and in the Piel stem it developed other meanings.


The basic idea appears to be that God s creative work is a finished product and therefore perfect.  God simply speaks and it is done.  In the material realm God does not experiment.  His work is direct, perfect, and complete.  Creation was the work of God s fingers (Ps 8:3, “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained;”), judgment is the work of His hand (Ps 39:10), but salvation was the work of the whole arm of God (Ps 77:15).


The soul of man was also created ex nihilo, out of nothing, but his body was made (ASAH) from the dust of the ground--atoms.


As to the perfection of God s creative activity, Deut 32:4 tells us that His work is perfect, “The Rock [our LJC]!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.”  In 1 Cor 14:33 Paul states that God is not the author of chaos.


Again referring to the Greek word KATARIZW in Heb 11:3, “the worlds were created [or “made perfect” which is also a meaning of this word] by the Word of God [our LJC].”


As originally created, the universe was in every way beautifully appointed for the purposes for which God brought it into being.  It was as Isaiah says, in no sense “created a chaos”, but “formed to be inhabited.”  Isa 45:18, “For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens (He is the God who formed the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it a waste place, But formed it to be inhabited), `I am the Lord, and there is none else.”


Therefore, the Hebrew word BARA’, when used in the Qal form, means to create in a state of perfection out of nothing, to finish perfectly.  It does not mean to create chaos.

 - this is the masculine plural noun ’ELOHIM, which is one of the Old Testament words for Deity.


1.  This noun is in the plural and sometimes refers to all three members of the Trinity.  But generally the noun is used in the plural as a plural of majesty.  However, it sometimes refers to just one member of the Trinity, which can be seen in the fact that it is used consistently with singular verb forms and with adjectives and pronouns in the singular.


2.  The use in Gen 1 conveys both the unity of the one God and allows for the plurality of persons found in Gen 1:2 (God the Holy Spirit) and in Gen 1:26 “Let us make man.”  This is further seen in the fact that ELOHIM occurs only in Hebrew and in no other Semitic language, not even in Biblical Aramaic.


3.  The word is used for deity 2570 times in Scripture.


4.  The word ELOHIM is often accompanied by the personal name of God, JHWH.


5.  Titles of God using the word ELOHIM.



a.  Titles which pertain to His work of creation.




(1)  God, Former of the Earth, Isa 45:18.




(2)  God of Heaven Who Made the Sea and the Dry Land, Jon 1:9.



b.  Titles expressing God s sovereignty.




(1)  God of All the Earth, Isa 54:5.




(2)  God of the Hills, 1 Kg 20:28.




(3)  God of All Flesh, Jer 32:27.




(4)  The God of All the Kingdoms of the Earth, Isa 37:16.




(5)  God of Heaven, Neh 2:4, 20.




(6)  Jehovah, God of the Heaven, Gen 24:7; 2 Chr 36:23.




(7)  The Lord God of the Heaven and God of the Earth, Gen 24:3; Dt 4:39; Josh 2:11.




(8)  God of gods and Lord of Lords, the Great, the Mighty, and the Terrible Who Does Not Regard Favorites and Does Not Take Bribes, Dt 10:17.




(9)  God Most High, Ps 57:2.



c.  Titles of God as Judge.




(1)  God-Judge Ps 50:6; 75:7.




(2)  God-Judge in the Earth, Ps 58:11.



d.  Titles of God s Majesty or Glory.




(1)  God of Eternity, Isa 40:28.




(2)  God of Justice, Isa 30:18.




(3)  God of Certainty, Isa 65:16.




(4)  Living God, Jer 10:10.




(5)  This Holy God, 1 Sam 6:20.



e.  Titles pertaining to God as Savior.




(1)  Their God, Gen 17:8.




(2)  The God of Abraham, Gen 26:24, Isaac, Gen 28:13.




(3)  The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of  Jacob, Ex 3:6.




(4)  God of Salvation, 1 Chr 16:35; Ps 18:46, 88:1.



f.  Titles linking God to Israel.




(1)  God of the Armies of Israel, 1 Sam 17:45.




(2)  God of Jerusalem, 2 Chr 32:19.



g.  Titles Expressing the Intimacy of God.




(1)  The God of Nearness, Jer 23:23.




(2)  Your God in Whom you Trust, 2 Kg 19:10.




(3)  God Your Chastener, Dt 8:5.




(4)  The God Feeding Me My Life Long Until Now, Gen 48:15.




(5)  God of My Righteousness, Ps 4:1.




(6)  God of My Mercy, Ps 59:17.




(7)  God of My Strength, Ps 43:2.




(8)  Our God Being Merciful, Ps 116:5.


6.  It is translated “God.”  Here it refers to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the creator of the universe as per Col 1:13-17, “[The Father] who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  Who [Jesus Christ] is the image of the invisible God, (the first-born with reference to every creature, because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.  In fact, He Himself exists before all things and by means of Him all things are held together.”
 - this is the particle ’ETH, which is the sign of the direct object or the accusative case in Hebrew.  This word introduces the object of the verb.

 - this is the definite article HA plus the masculine plural noun SHAMAYIM, which means “the heavens.”  This is a reference to all three heavens: the third heaven or abode of God, the second heaven or stellar universe, and the first heaven or the atmosphere around the earth.

 - this is the conjunction WE, translated “and” plus the sign of the accusative or direct object ’ETH.

 - this is the definite article and the masculine/feminine or common singular noun ’ERESZ, (the final letter is a Sade and is written as an S with a dot under it in transliteration and is pronounced like the hissing sound a snake makes), meaning “the earth.”

Gen 1:1 corrected translation
“In the beginning God [the Lord Jesus Christ] created out of nothing the heavens and the earth.”
Explanation:
1.  The fact that Jesus Christ is the creator of the heavens and the earth is found in the following passages.


a.  Isa 37:16, “O Lord of the Armies, the God of Israel, who is enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.  You have made heaven and earth.”


b.  Col 1:16-17, “because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.  In fact, He Himself exists before all things and by means of Him all things are held together."


c.  Jn 1:3, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”


d.  Heb 1:10, “And (Ps 102:25_27), ‘In the beginning, O Lord (Jesus Christ), You laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the words of Your hands.”

e.  Isa 42:5, “Thus says God the Lord, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those who walk in it,”


f.  Jer 32:17, “'Ah Lord God!  Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You.”

2.  The first verse in the Bible establishes the following:


a.  That our Lord Jesus Christ is God.


b.  That our Lord Jesus Christ has eternal life.  He pre-existed the universe.


c.  That our Lord Jesus Christ is omnipotent.  He had the power and ability to create the universe.


d.  That our Lord Jesus Christ is sovereign.  He asked no one s permission to create the universe.


e.  That our Lord Jesus Christ is omniscience.  He had the perfect wisdom to create the universe perfectly.


f.  That our Lord Jesus Christ is perfect love.  He did not have to create the universe or any creature in it, but did so out of His perfect, eternal love for those He would create.


g.  That our Lord Jesus Christ is righteous.  He was right, fair, and just to create the universe.


h.  That our Lord Jesus Christ is the creator of the universe.

3.  Here is an interesting comment from Mark Rooker, writing in Bibliotheca Sacra, Oct-Dec 1992, on the Pre-creation Chaos Theory, “It is the first great achievement of the Bible to present a divine creation form nothing in contrast to evolution or formation from a material already in existence.  Israel s religious genius expresses this idea with monumental brevity.  In all other creation epics the world originates from a primeval matter, which existed before.  No other religion or philosophy dared to take this last step.  Through it God is not simply the architect, but the absolute master of the universe.  No sentence could be better fitted for the opening Book of Books.  Only an all pervading conviction of God s absolute power could have produced it.”  He continues in his conclusion, “After NASA s Cosmic Background Explorer satellite-COBE-shot back pictures of the most distant objects scientists have ever discovered, these pictures were alleged to reveal evidence of how the universe began.  Ted Koppel of “ABC News Nightline” questioned Robert Kirshner, chairman of Harvard University s department of astronomy on the significance of this discovery by asking a question about origins.

Ted Koppel: “The big bang theory, to what limited degree I understand it, calls for something infinitesimally small, so small that it cannot be measured to have exploded into the universe as we now find it, in other words, something tiny exploded into the reality of everything large that exists in the universe today.  Now, how does that work?”

Robert Kirshner: “Well, you re trying to answer the hardest part at the beginning.  It might be easier to think about some of the observational facts and see why the big bang is such a simple explanation for them.  The thing that we see today is a universe that is expanding, galaxies getting farther from one another, and if you imagine what that was like in the past, it would be a picture in which the galaxies were getting closer to one another.  And if you take that picture far enough back, and we think the time scale is about 15 billion years, then you get to a state where the universe is much hotter and denser than it is today.  That’s the thing we re talking about when we talked about the big bang.  The details of exactly the structure of space and time at that/in that setting are a little tricky, but the basic picture is that the universe that we see today is very old, and had come from a state which was very different than we see around us today.”

At the conclusion of the program Koppel, unsatisfied with the previous evasion to the essential question, returned to the central issue of the origin of the universe.

Ted Koppel: “And in the 40 or 50 seconds that we have left, Professor Kirshner, you want to try another crack at that first question, how we get everything out of next to nothing?”

Dr. Kirchner: “No, I don t think that s the question I really want to answer.  That s the one I want to evade.”

4.  The Age of the Earth.


a.  Science has suggested for the last 200 years that the age of the earth is several billions of years old.


b.  In the 19th Century this was based on the rate at which sediments were deposited by water.  For example, in the Gulf of Mexico, sediment is deposited at the rate of a few inches a year; yet, successive layers of deposit as thick as 28,000 feet have been found, thus indicating the passage of well over 100,000 years.  But this is valid only if one agrees that the process of sedimentary deposit has been uniform throughout the history of the universe.  This is called uniformitarianism and has been vigorously challenged by some geologists on the evidence of violent twisting and tilting and thermodynamic metamorphism exhibited in many mountainous, or once mountainous regions.  See A Survey of OT Introduction by Gleason Archer, Jr. page 182, footnote 1.


c.  According to modern estimates the so-called Swanscombe man (found in Kent, England), the Pithecanthropus (found in Java) and the Sinanthropus (found in Peking) lived anywhere from 200,00 to 500,000 years ago.  All of them show marked differences from Homo sapiens, and some paleanthropolgists have conceded “the cranial and dental differences appear to be as well marked as those which are commonly accepted as justifying a genetic distinction between the gorilla and the chimpanzee.”  As for the Neandertal (formerly Neanderthal) man, commonly dated from 50,000 to 100,000 years ago, “the skeletal differences from Homo sapiens are of much the same order as those which have been accepted as valid evidence of specific distinction in other groups of primates.  Read The Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, by Gleason L. Archer, page 63-65.


d.  Processes once thought to take long periods of time – millions of years – are now known to occur in much shorter periods of time.  It is generally assumed, for instance, that oil is formed only after the original complex organic matter is covered by several thousands of feet of overburden and after a lapse of several millions of years.  Yet geologists have found hydrocarbons (oil is a mixture of hydrocarbons) in sediments dated as “recent.”  A composite sample of hydrocarbons taken from the Gulf of Mexico and dated by the Carbon 14 method gave an age of 12,300 years +/- 1200 years – a far cry from the millions of years previously thought necessary for their formation.


e.  The universe was created with the appearance of age.  For example, Adam was created as a full-grown man--the appearance of age.  The trees in the garden were full growth trees—the appearance of age.  The animals were all full-grown with the appearance of age.  The woman was brought to the man as a full-grown woman.  It is a safe assumption that the rest of the universe could also have been created with the appearance of age, so that even if the universe looks like it is billions of years old, it may in fact only be thousands of years old.  This also affects the hypothesis that the age of the universe is billions of years old because of the time that it would take for light to travel from distant galaxies.  The speed of light may have been considerably faster at the beginning of the universe and has slowed down in the last 10,000 years or God may have created the light beams as well as the stars, so that they could be immediately throughout the universe after creation.


f.  In the early 1970s a scientist named Robert Gentry, pondering the question of the earth’s age, focused his attention on an obscure and neglected class of minute discolorations in certain minerals.  He has since studied more than 100,000 of these “radio halos,” and stands as the world s leading authority on the subject.  The halos, or rings of discoloration, are formed by radioactive decay of polonium in granite rocks and coalified wood.  These result from the emission of alpha or beta particles given off from the decay process.  One isotope of polonium has a half-life of only about 3½ minutes.  This means that the rock has to be solidified before or within seconds of the time the polonium isotope gets into it, or there will be no halo in the rock.  In some instances, this isotope of polonium can be given by the decay of uranium, of which the polonium isotope is one by-product.  However, sometimes the polonium decay haloes are found in rocks without any possible uranium source for the polonium.  This means the polonium had to be present in the rocks at the moment they solidified.  This in turn means the rocks had to solidify extremely rapidly, under conditions unknown to science today.  This indicates the likelihood of a creation of the earth and its primordial rocks and elements by a supernatural creator, and cannot be explained on the basis of evolutionary assumptions.  Gentry said his research calls into serious doubt the traditional scientific idea that the earth must be billions of years old.

5.  The Problem of Evolution.


a.  As to the most fundamental question of all, the origin of matter itself, Darwin had no answer, “Therefore, I should infer from analogy that probably all the organic beings which have ever lived upon this earth have descended from one primordial form into which life was first breathed by the Creator.”


b.  A few areas in which Darwin s theory does not seem to square with the evidence.



(1)  From the standpoint of genetics, the basic assumptions of natural selection run quite contrary to the evidence.  Many decades of research have demonstrated that while it is true that individuals within a species do vary slightly from one another, it is not true that these variations are specifically inheritable by the next generation.  Gregor Mendel s experiments in genetics proved conclusively that the “chance variations” by which Darwin had set so much store are quite predictable and cannot possibly contribute to the formation of a new species.  Though thousands of mutations have been closely studied, not a single clear example has been demonstrated whereby a mutation has made an animal more complicated or brought any new structure into existence.  “The fundamental causes of evolution on the grand scale, as it has occurred through geological time and in the fashioning of the great groups of animals and plants, cannot yet be described or explained,” wrote I. Manton in a review of M.J.D. White s book Animal Cytology and Evolution.



(2)  Darwin s argument from the data of embryology has proved quite fallacious.  There is nothing in the data of geology or of biology in general to indicate any essential difference in the procedure followed by the Creator Himself.  Once the model, or species, had been set up, it them was ready for mass production through the built-in system of procreation and reproduction with which all animals are endowed—each species being controlled with Mendelian limits by its own particular set of genes.



(3)  Natural selection is unable to explain innumerable instances of adaptation in which there was evidently no transitional stage.  For example, we have to consider how any supposed transitional stages toward the development of the organ of sight could possibly have conferred any advantage in the battle for survival until the eye had actually been fully formed.



(4)  The modern abandonment of the Darwinian theory of gradual differentiation as the mechanism by which all classes and orders of life have evolved has led to the substitution of a new type of evolution--the quantum theory of emergent evolution, which affirms that dramatic new forms arise by mere chance, or by some kind of creative response to new environmental factors which cannot be further analyzed or rationally described.  But this is no more reasonable alternative than the creative act of a superior intelligence, that is, God.
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