Galatians 6:9
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
 is the postpositive mild adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective KALOS used as a substantive.  KALOS means “good, noble” and is a reference to divine good, the production of the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Compare Gal 5:22-23, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.”  The article points to the uniqueness of this good.  It is a good that can only be produced by the filling of the Spirit.

 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, to make, to produce, to manufacture, to accomplish, to bring about.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all Church Age believers.


The present tense is a durative present for an action, which began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce this action.


The participle is a modal participle, which indicates the manner in which the action of the main verb (“to not become discouraged”) takes place.  It is often translated as a prepositional phrase, such as: “by doing good” or “in doing good” or “of doing good.”
 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb EGKAKEW, which means “to become weary, tired.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple expression of undefined action in present time without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that all believers are expected to produce this action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive in which the writer or speaker invites his readers or listeners to join him in a course of action.  This is translated by the phrase “Let us...”
“But let us not become tired of doing good;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the locative of time (which indicates a particular point in time as opposed to the instrumental of time which indicates the time between two events) from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, which means “time” and the adjective IDIOS, which means “one’s own.”  The phrase can be translated literally “in one’s own time,” which is idiomatic for our English expression “in due time” or “at the right time.”
 is the first person plural future active indicative from the verb THERIZW, which means “to reap.”

The future tense is a gnomic present, which states what will always happen if the proper conditions are met or what will always be true under certain circumstances.


The active voice indicates that believers who execute the spiritual life of the Church Age produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb EKLUW, which is only found in the passive voice and means “to become weary, give out; lose heart; slack off; lose courage.”  In the Attic Greek in the passive it means “to faint, to give up.”  The best translation here is “to become discouraged.”  The same idea is found in Eph 3:13, “For this reason I demand: do not become discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which [suffering] is your glory.” and Heb 12:5, “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor become discouraged when you are disciplined by Him.’”

The present tense is a tendential present for what is not yet going on but could happen if we let it.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of discouragement by causing it in ourselves.


The participle is a conditional participle, which functions as the protasis of a conditional sentence.  It is translated by the addition of the word “if.”
“for at the right time we will reap, if we do not become discouraged.”
Gal 6:9 corrected translation
“But let us not become tired of doing good; for at the right time we will reap, if we do not become discouraged.”
Explanation:
1.  2 Thes 3:13, “Now you, brethren, do not become tired of doing what is honorable.”

a.  The command is simple “Do not become tired of doing what is honorable.”  The execution is difficult because it requires our positive volition to want to do what is honorable.


b.  God has provided everything necessary for us to execute this command.  We have the following:



(1)  Divine power from all three members of the Trinity to do what is honorable.



(2)  The filling of the Holy Spirit as the enabling power for execution of what is honorable.



(3)  A completed canon of Scripture so that we have all our instructions in writing concerning what is honorable.



(4)  A pastor-teacher to interpret and explain the orders of the Commander and Chief concerning what is honorable.



(5)  Logistical grace support to keep us alive to do what is honorable.



(6)  Momentum testing to force us to use the doctrine we have believed to do what is honorable.



(7)  A unique spiritual life to see the honorable for what it truly is.



(8)  Equal privilege and equal opportunity to do what is honorable through our royal priesthood, royal ambassadorship, and union with Christ.



(9)  Temporal and Eternal security.



(10)  Spiritual problem-solving devices.



(11)  A totally free will, the ability to choose between the honorable and the dishonorable.


c.  How does the believer become tired of doing what is honorable?



(1)  We start out by thinking we are missing out on some sort of fun in life that other people are having.



(2)  Then we go after the thing that we think will make us feel better.



(3)  This results in a change of priorities, causing neglect of learning doctrine.



(4)  Next we find out that the thing we thought was going to make us happy really didn’t make us happy.  So we figure we must have done something wrong, and try harder to do it right the next time.



(5)  After several attempts at trying to be happy, we find that we are making ourselves more and more miserable.



(6)  We realize that it is all our fault, but refuse to take the responsibility for our own bad decisions.  So we look around until we can find someone or something else to blame for our own bad decisions.



(7)  Then we justify what we have done and are doing.  As we justify ourselves, at the same time we are deceiving ourselves.  Having deceived ourselves, we refuse to accept the truth.  Since the reality of life does not match our truth, this ends up hurting us more, only now we cannot even see what we are doing to ourselves.



(8)  So thinking we are doing nothing wrong, and blaming our ills on others, we become totally pre-occupied with pleasing ourselves and making ourselves feel good.



(9)  We are no longer interested in what God expects us to do; all we can think about is what we want to do.  We have become distracted from doing what is honorable by our own volition.  We are in reversionism and moral or immoral degeneracy.



(10)  Learning Bible doctrine is neglected or rejected.



(11)  Applying Bible doctrine is neglected or rejected.



(12)  Doing what is honorable is neglected or rejected.


d.  Therefore, we become tired of doing what is honorable by our own volition.



(1)  Applying doctrine is hard work.  It requires thinking.  We have to think to understand the situation around us.  We have to think to remember doctrine.  We have to think to determine what doctrines we have learned best apply to our given circumstances.  We have to think before we act for our action to have any merit with God.



(2)  It is much easier to just give in to the cosmic system and take the easy way out rather than think, remember, and apply doctrine.  Satan makes it as easy as he can for us to succeed in his system without having to think about what we are doing.  One example of Satan’s easy way out is, “Just do what everyone else is doing and you’ll be alright.”


(3)  Our volition is intimately united to our values.  If we value what is honorable, then we will do what is honorable.  Our volition and values related to the doctrine in our soul is our spiritual life.
2.  There are three ideas in this verse:


a.  Let us not become tired of doing good.


b.  We will reap blessing at the right time.


c.  We are not to become discouraged.

3.  “Let us not become tired of doing good.”

a.  It is possible to become discouraged in the spiritual life because of constant opposition from the cosmic system.


b.  The filling of the Spirit and the truth of Bible doctrine in the soul are the only means of handling the constant pressure from false thinking.


c.  God wants us to produce divine good our entire Christian life.


d.  He has provided the means to be able to do good our entire Christian life without becoming tired.


e.  But this requires persistence in post salvation rehabilitation of what we believe to be true.

f.  No matter how we fail, no matter what we do wrong, God expects us to not give up, but persist in the production of divine good.

4.  “We will reap at the right time.”

a.  Reaping is the concept of receiving divine rewards.


b.  There are divine rewards and blessings for both time and eternity.


c.  These blessings are held on deposit in heaven by the Lord Jesus Christ, waiting for us to have the capacity to appreciate the Giver and enjoy the blessings.


d.  We attain this capacity by advance in the spiritual life.


e.  The Lord gives us blessings at the right time.  The timing of God is perfect.  He only gives us blessings when it is the absolute right time to have them.


f.  If we persist in doing good, which is synonymous to advancing in the spiritual life of the Church Age, then God guarantees that we will receive blessings in time and blessings in eternity.

5.  “We are not to become discouraged.”

a.  Discouragement is preoccupation with self.


b.  Preoccupation with self is a sin.


c.  Therefore, discouragement is a sin.


d.  Discouragement leads to depression, which is a part of perpetual carnality.


e.  Perpetual carnality means no escrow blessings in time or eternity.


f.  We have no right to be discouraged since we are in union with Christ.


g.  Reasons to not be discouraged:



(1)  Jesus Christ has won the strategic victory of the angelic conflict.  We are in union with Christ.  We have won the ultimate victory by faith in Christ.



(2)  We have eternal life and will live with the Lord Jesus Christ forever in a new heavens and new earth where perfect righteousness dwells.



(3)  We have eternal security.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus.



(4)  We have been given irrevocable spiritual assets from God, which belong to us forever.  These invisible spiritual assets provides everything we need to have the greatest spiritual life right now, so that we can begin to enjoy our eternal state right now.



(5)  We have blessings and rewards for time and eternity which belong to us and are ready to be given.



(6)  We have the privilege and honor of glorifying God as the unique invisible heroes of the Church Age through the greatest of sufferings in this life – evidence testing.


h.  We can expect injustice, undeserved suffering, and spiritual testing to occur.  But we should be prepared for it from the filling of the Spirit, Bible doctrine in the soul, and the problem-solving devices God has provided for us.
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