Galatians 6:11



 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb EIDON, which means “to look, see” and in the imperative mood it means “Behold, Pay attention, Notice” which comes close to being an explanatory particle.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states a simple fact without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that the Galatians are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the instrumental of manner from the neuter plural interrogative adjective PĒLIKOS, which means “with how large.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
 is the instrumental of manner from the neuter plural noun GRAMMA, which means “letters.”
 is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that the apostle has written and looks at it from the standpoint of the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.  It is translated “I have written.”
 is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR plus the feminine singular adjective EMOS, meaning “by my own hand.”
Gal 6:11 corrected translation
“Notice with what large letters I have written to you by my own hand.”
Explanation:
1.  Compare 1 Cor 16:21, “The greeting is in my own hand Paul.”
2.  The large letters may be an indication that Paul had poor eyesight and had to write in large letters to see what he had written.  Or Paul may have had a physical problem with his hands that prevented him in later life from being able to write with the delicacy of a young man.  Neither of the reasons is important or significant to the context and purpose of Paul.  These are just human speculations that have nothing important to do with the word of God.

3.  Paul’s point was that the Galatians knew his handwriting.  They had received enough personal letters from him over the years that they knew exactly what his handwriting looked like.  Paul’s letters and teachings were under severe attack from the Judaizers.  One of their attacks was that the letters the Galatians were receiving from “Paul” were not really from Paul but from an imposter; for Paul would never teach against the Mosaic Law as a former Pharisee.

4.  So Paul writes the remainder of this letter in his own handwriting so that there will be no confusion, no accusation that this letter is not really from him.  The remainder of the letter is a doctrinal summary of everything he has said previously in the letter to authenticate the contents of the entire letter.

5.  This verse also establishes this epistle as one of the absolute, dogmatic, irrefutable writings of the apostle Paul as a part of the New Testament Canon of Scripture, which is why the authenticity of this epistle has never been questioned by anyone in the history of the Church Age.

6.  All the God-given spiritual authority of the spiritual gift of apostle is wrapped up in these words, and the authority of Paul as an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ was not lost on the Galatians.  They recognized the absolute authority of Paul in this epistle and all that he said within this letter.  To disregard the doctrinal content of this letter would be a direct rejection of the delegated authority of God.  This is why this epistle was highly successful in turning the Galatians back to the correct doctrinal viewpoint regarding the spiritual life and its relationship to the Mosaic Law.
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